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P R E F A C E 

Soon after the pass ing away of our sainted 

M o t h e r Al len , the though t was b o r n e in upon 

the minds of cer ta in ones w h o loved her, 

that s o m e accoun t of her life and w o r k should 

be p r e s e r v e d in pr in t fo r the sat isfact ion of her 

many f r iends and the inspirat ion of the y o u n g 

in w h o m she was a lways d e e p l y in teres ted . I t 

w a s s u g g e s t e d that the ladies ' l y c e u m s should 

unde r t ake this task, as M o t h e r A l l en had 

a lways labored for their s u c c e s s and advance

ment . T h e l y c e u m s ag reed and appoin ted a 

c o m m i t t e e . Th i s c o m m i t t t e e invi ted four peo

p le—two f rom each l y c e u m — t o wr i t e each a 

chap te r on a cer ta in phase of M o t h e r A l l e n ' s life 

and w o r k . In se lec t ing these wr i t e r s , the c o m 

mittee a imed to s e c u r e p e r s o n s w h o had k n o w n 

M o t h e r A l l en int imately t h r o u g h yea rs . That 

those so far apart ag ree in many th ings regard

ing the charac te r o f ou r sainted fr iend, p r o v e s , 

we think, that they have u n d e r s t o o d he r ar ight . 
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" In the mouth of two or three wi tnesses , e v e r y 

w o r d may b e es tab l i shed ." 

In under tak ing this task all have felt l ike 

the weak t ravel ler at the foo t of a g rea t moun

tain, and n o w that the b o o k is wri t ten, all of us 

feel h o w inadequate to p i c tu re that s t rong , t rue 

character , are the w o r d s on these p r in ted pages . 

She , ou r l oved one, had attained a spiri tual he igh t 

to w h i c h we can only aspire—a veil i s oe tween us 

and he r pe r f ec t ed soul. Y e t we love to dwel l on 

her l ife o f s e r v i c e and swee t courage , to go o v e r 

again in though t those beautiful y e a r s of fr iend

ship wi th that s t r o n g soul w h o s e p r e s e n c e 

meant a lways s y m p a t h y , cheer , cou rage , uplift

ing. A t her s ide w e caugh t g rand g l i m p s e s o f 

life and its possibi l i t ies w h e n the mind is filled 

wi th noble though t and the heart i s consec ra t ed 

t o Chr is t ian s e r v i c e . To l ive fo r o t h e r s — h o w 

g l o r i o u s ! 

M O strong soul, by what shore 
Tarriest thou now? For that force, 
Surely, has not been left vain ! 
Somewhere , surely, afar, 
In the sounding labor-house vast 
Of being, is practiced that strength, 
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Zealous, beneficent, firm! 

Y e s , in some far-shining sphere, 
Conscious or not of the past, 
Still thou performest the word 
Of the spirit in whom thou dost l ive— 
Prompt, unwearied, as here! 
Still thou upraisest with zeal 

T h e humble good from the ground, 
Sternly repressest the bad! 
Still , like a trumpet, dost rouse 
Those who with half-open eyes 
Tread the border-land dim 
' T w i x t vice and virtue; reviv'st, 
Succorest!—this was thy work, 
T h i s was thy life upon earth." 

E V A S T . C L A I R C H A M P L I N . 



May I reach 
T h a t purest heaven, be to other souls 
T h e cup of strength in some great agony, 
Enkindle generous ardor, feed pure love, 
Beget the smiles that have no cruelty— 
Be the sweet presence of a good diffused, 
And in diffusion ever more intense, 
So shall I join the choir invisible 
W h o s e music is the gladness of the world. 

— George Eliot. 



C H A R A C T E R S K E T C H 

Once I had a g l i m p s e of M o t h e r A l l e n ' s 

youth and maidenhood! I n d e e d i t w a s m o r e 

far- reaching than that—including he r as wi fe , 

mother , and age -c rowned matron! I l iken 

this g l i m p s e to one of those o c c u r r e n c e s , when , 

t h rough s o m e sudden, o v e r - p o w e r i n g c r i s i s , the 

minutes t par t iculars of one ' s pas t h i s t o ry flash 

be fo re the mind in panoramic v i e w and s eem 

fo r the instant to be l ived again. Pe rhaps , 

h o w e v e r , i t w e r e be t te r to c o m p a r e my o w n ex 

pe r i ence to that of one gazing upon a s c r e e n 

w h e n a clear, s t r o n g l ight is t h r o w n upon it, 

making the details of s o m e small, indis t inct 

p i c tu re spread t hemse lves out into pe r fec t , life

like v i v i d n e s s . 

T h e p ic tu re I r e fe r to, revealed an earnest , 

ambi t ious maiden pass ing dai ly to and f r o m her 

c lasses du r ing the yea r s of he r co l l ege life. 

S o m e t i m e s she was arm-in-arm with s o m e gir l 

hood fr iend, bu t m o r e of ten with b o o k s in hand 

she has tened on alone, on ly paus ing he re and 

there a long the roads ide , to g r e e t wi th w o r d s of 

c h e e r the aged and the ch i ldren—her l ife-long 

habi t . N o w and then she l i nge red in he r walk 

to f ind n e w beau ty and var ie ty in the t rees , 
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plants and f lowers o f s u m m e r . A n o t h e r t ime 

her e y e s w e r e lifted to the g lo r ious snow-c lad 

hills, or else to wa tch swif t m o v i n g c louds and 

ga the r ing s t o r m s w h e n nature takes on ha r she r 

tones . B u t wha t eve r e n g a g e d her mind, then as 

e v e r af terward, s h o w e d that the ru l ing p u r p o s e 

of he r life was to learn m o r e and m o r e of he r 

Fa the r ' s w o r k s that she might k n o w f r o m them 

h o w to l ive and labor be t te r in His se rv ice . 

I t was in this spir i t that she pas sed o n w a r d 

to the dut ies as they came, of teacher , wife and 

mother , n e v e r forge t t ing , e v e n w h e n c o m p a s s e d 

with n u m e r o u s ca res and difficulties, the value 

and respons ib i l i ty o f t ime . W h o e v e r k n e w 

M o t h e r Al len to spend an idle or an unprofi table 

d a y or hour? She could not do it, for t ime meant 

so m u c h to he r that all unconsc ious ly she turned 

i ts m o m e n t s into some th ing pract ical and 

interest ing, w h e r e v e r and wi th w h o m e v e r she 

m i g h t be . " L i f e is a g i f t , " she said, " s o o n to 

pass o v e r , " and feel ing this, he r ambi t ion was to 

make the bes t use of it. T h e r e f o r e nothing less 

than act ive , cons tan t e m p l o y m e n t could b r ing 

out for he r l ife 's fullest and comple t e s t meaning. 

E v e n w h e n c r o w n e d with the me l lowness o f 

years , h o w eager ly she sought , and gained, and 

g a v e out, f resh k n o w l e d g e up to the v e r y last! 
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This g l impse , o r b i r d ' s e y e v i e w of mine, 

c ame about in this way . D u r i n g M r s . A l l e n ' s 

stay in California, whi le she w a s wr i t i ng and 

pub l i sh ing the life of P re s iden t Al len , a ne ighbor , 

hear ing her name ment ioned as hav ing c o m e 

f rom W e s t e r n N e w Y o r k , c ame one day to call, 

a sk ing especia l ly to see my g u e s t in o r d e r to 

learn i f she was not her o ld- t ime fr iend, A b b y 

A n n M a x s o n . Wi thou t any waiting, I called 

M o t h e r A l l en into the r o o m , in t roduced the two , 

and sat d o w n with my work . S o m e t h i n g made 

them k n o w each o ther a t once . Wi thou t 

s t opp ing a s e c o n d t hey p lunged into their girl

hood life as if i t w e r e a thing of on ly the p r e v i o u s 

year ; and found t hemse lves the same old f r iends 

as w h e n last t o g e t h e r on the day of their 

g radua t ion a t L e r o y Fema le Semina ry , fifty 

yea r s be fo re ! A h , what a m e e t i n g ! F o r many 

y e a r s they had lost all t race of each other , and 

n o w a w a y out he r e be s ide the sho res o f the old 

Pacif ic they had met again! H o w s t range! 

" P r a i s e the Fa ther for His w o n d r o u s w a y s , " 

said one, as they g r a s p e d each o the r ' s hands . 

Can we w o n d e r that there w e r e b l ind ing 

tears of j o y as the two sat d o w n toge the r and 

w e r e g i r l s o n c e m o r e ? S t ra ight back they went 



16 M E M O R I A L O F 

to that eventful C o m m e n c e m e n t day. T h e y 

talked of its e x e r c i s e s , of the t eachers and the 

f r iends w h o w e r e p r e sen t on that occas ion . T h e y 

asked and a n s w e r e d ques t ions faster far than 

m y p e n cou ld n o w wr i t e t h e m out i f m e m o r y 

had n e v e r failed. One wou ld inqu i re i f the o ther 

k n e w anyth ing of such and such a g i r l , ( they w e r e 

a lways " g i r l s " ) what she had done , w h e r e she 

l ived, w h o m she marr ied , etc . , e tc . , and then 

pe rhaps refer to s o m e e x p e r i e n c e wel l -known 

and r e m e m b e r e d b y them both. " D o y o u k n o w 

w h e r e L u c y H is? I ' v e of ten though t of 

h e r . " " A n d s o have I , bu t have n e v e r hea rd 

one w o r d s ince that last t ime we w e r e all to

ge ther , don ' t y o u r e c o l l e c t ? " 

A n d so they wen t rap id ly on, one inc ident 

s u g g e s t i n g another till i t s e e m e d they mus t 

have ment ioned e v e r y g i r l o f their acqua in tance 

du r ing the yea r s of their co l l ege life. In fac t i t 

was just as t w o g i r l s of these d a y s sit d o w n and 

talk " o l d t i m e s " o v e r when they mee t after long 

absence f r o m each other . B e c a u s e o f l iv ing 

nearer , one had c o m e in touch wi th many m o r e 

of the old acquain tances than the other , but be

tween the two , they found they had kep t up a 

su rp r i s ing n u m b e r of the old- t ime f r iendships , 

and a k n o w l e d g e of many, many of the f r iends , 
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w h o had f r o m t ime to t ime, passed f r o m earth-

life on be fo re . 

H o w int imate their y o u n g l ives had been! 

and h o w animated their faces g r e w as t hey 

talked th ings o v e r n o w ! One vacat ion w h e n 

nei ther M r s . A l l e n ' s father nor he r o lde r 

b r o t h e r s could take the long d r i v e f r o m Nile to 

L e R o y (on accoun t of bad roads , I think; i t was 

b e f o r e the d a y s of rai lroads), she spent the t ime 

at the h o m e of this fr iend, and they had m u c h to 

say of the h a p p y e x p e r i e n c e s o f those w e e k s 

w h e n they w e r e toge ther . I could imagine the 

r ich ro ses of you th in those dear g l o w i n g f aces ! 

I cou ld see the t w o f r iends s t rol l ing j o y o u s l y 

t h r o u g h o rcha rds , va l leys and w o o d s . I could 

see them h u r r y i n g th rough their m o r n i n g dut ies 

in the f a rmhouse to g e t r e ady for a " c e l e b r a t i o n " 

whe re near ly all the peop le of the ne ighbo rhood , 

old and y o u n g , wi th e laborate ly p r e p a r e d lunch

es , and in many-seated l u m b e r w a g o n s , d r o v e 

out to s o m e del ightful spo t to spend the day. 

B e f o r e this t ime I had not thought of M r s . 

Al l en as e v e r hav ing been a y o u n g gir l like 

o the rs . B u t n o w she had the same j o y o u s , 

a rdent spir i t as in youth , l aughing and w e e p i n g 

by turns as she recal led c i r c u m s t a n c e s wh ich 

m a d e the long-bur ied yea r s alive and palpitating. 
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Y e s , these t w o t ime-honored ones w e r e jus t 

then bl ind to all bu t the reco l l ec t ions of those 

ear ly days ; they w e r e y o u n g again wi thout 

k n o w i n g it. B o t h h o m e s w e r e talked o v e r — 

parents , b r o t h e r s and s is ters . T h e little ones of 

the famil ies w e r e not fo rgo t t en ; and cou ld no tes 

have been taken of their conversa t ion , m u c h 

that wou ld be in te res t ing in this little ske tch 

m i g h t have been ga the red then, fo r i t w a s the 

on ly t ime I e v e r heard so fully of M o t h e r A l l e n ' s 

ea r ly h i s tory . 

I d id ga the r that as a little chi ld she was 

trained to be helpful in he r home , and to care f o r 

the y o u n g e r chi ldren , w h o d e p e n d e d upon her 

a lmos t as i f she w e r e their mothe r ; and I k n e w 

b e f o r e that a f ternoon that to be success fu l in 

home-mak ing in those ear ly d a y s — s o that 

famil ies cou ld be kep t toge the r and c o m f o r t a b l y 

p r o v i d e d fo r—meant the s t r ic tes t e c o n o m y , and 

cons tan t toi l ing ear ly and late on the par t of 

e v e r y m e m b e r of the household . I knew, too, 

that there had to be the g rea tes t effort made and 

m u c h self-denial, in o r d e r that one or m o r e of 

the ch i ld ren m i g h t be a l lowed the t ime to p u r s u e 

a h ighe r educat ion. Th i s p r iv i l ege our b e l o v e d 

o n e l o n g e d to have , though i t was not ye t con

s ide red n e c e s s a r y fo r a w o m a n to be taught 
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m o r e than could be learned in the c o m m o n 

dis t r ic t schools . At length, h o w e v e r , after she 

had g radua ted a t A l f r ed A c a d e m y , the day 

a r r ived w h e n she cou ld b e spa red t o g o t o L e R o y 

Semina ry , then the bes t school fo r y o u n g w o m e n 

in that sec t ion of the coun t ry . S i x t y miles was 

a l ong d r i v e to take in those d a y s of bad roads 

and p o o r c o n v e y a n c e s , and meant m u c h to a 

y o u n g g i r l leaving h o m e fo r m a n y months , bu t 

this daughter , filled with the h ighes t p u r p o s e s , 

was glad to make any sacrif ice that migh t lead 

he r in the w a y of ga in ing k n o w l e d g e . F o r she 

had an ardent h o p e of b e c o m i n g a succes s fu l 

teacher , and of leading the y o u n g e r m e m b e r s of 

he r family to b r o a d e r cul ture . 

When these t w o f r iends had, as i t we re , re

f r e shed each o the r ' s m e m o r y b y r e f e r ences t o 

those ear ly t imes , a t i the of w h i c h I canno t 

ment ion here ,—each had learned m u c h of the 

o ther ' s h is tory , for their hear ts w e r e b u b b l i n g 

full of what they wi shed to hear and say. S o m e 

h o w r igh t a long wi th what they said of o the r s , 

their o w n affairs w e r e ca r r i ed on, t hough be

tween the l ines, so that d u r i n g their conve r sa 

t ion they told of their mar r i age—of launching 

fo r th into n e w h o m e s — o f their ch i ldren—and of 

their o w n full bu t h a p p y l ives . T h e husband of 
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one had been a s tudent of Oberl in , that of the 

o ther was f r o m Union Col lege , I be l ieve . Each 

ment ioned the names of her chi ldren, not omi t t ing 

to state their occupa t ion and w h e r e they l ived. 

A h , i t was he re in the over - f lowing mothe r - love 

that hear t t ouched hear t m o s t t ender ly . Sof t 

fa l ter ing v o i c e s s p o k e of the far-off t ime w h e n 

p r e c i o u s little ones , and all their hopes for them, 

had to be g i v e n up and laid away f rom earth-life; 

fo r bo th had b e e n called upon to m o u r n as on ly 

mothe r s mourn . 

Nei ther one had e v e r met the o the r ' s hus

band, and little had been k n o w n of each o the r ' s 

fami ly d u r i n g all the years , so that no th ing con

c e r n i n g them was left unsaid, i t s e emed to me. 

Certain i t was that one cou ld not l i s ten to those 

desc r ip t ions of their l i fe-companions , such as 

on ly t rue devo t ion p ic tures , wi th u n m o v e d hear t 

and unmois tened e y e s . Sufficient w e r e their 

w o r d s to make one r e so lve anew to see and 

apprec ia te the g o o d in ou r b e l o v e d ones , ra ther 

than to look for th ings we do not like, and then 

b r o o d o v e r them, till we, ou r se lves , b e c o m e em

bi t te red and d i scouraged . T h o s e w h o k n e w 

M o t h e r Al len bes t can unders tand m u c h of what 

she had to say of the noble , g r a n d man bes ide 

w h o m she had s tood so long, and w h o had fallen 
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in l ife 's s t rugg le s c a r c e l y m o r e than a yea r be

fore . I t i s bes t he r e to pass w o r d l e s s o v e r 

wha t she said of he r a lmost realized ideal. 

T h e o ther p r o m i s e d soon to c o m e wi th he r 

compan ion that he migh t mee t he r g i r l hood 

fr iend, and this vis i t was repea ted many t imes 

du r ing the win te r mon ths that fo l lowed . 

T h e s e t w o w o m e n in w h o s e t ime-r ipened, 

radiant p r e s e n c e I w a s sit t ing, had each ac

c o m p l i s h e d a lmost an ideal l i fe-work. T h e y 

w e r e m u c h alike, b o t h b e i n g s imple in their tastes 

and in tensely pract ical , ye t they w e r e oppos i t e s 

in t emperamen t . One was qu ick , spontaneous , 

brilliant, and spark led wi th wit and h u m o r ; the 

other , wi th grea t w a r m in teres t and t ender 

sympa thy , b r igh tened the e v e r y - d a y s ide of 

th ings wi th cheerful , hopeful courage . B o t h 

w e r e s incere in a m o s t c o n v i n c i n g way, and w e r e 

actuated by the same mot ives and impulses o f 

l iv ing and do ing for o ther ' s g o o d . A d d e d to 

s t r eng th and c learness of mind, was a d e e p l y 

spiri tual ins ight into life, w h i c h m u s t have sus

tained and chee red them b o t h w h e n e m e r g e n c i e s 

had sore ly p re s sed upon them. N o n e w h o k n e w 

them could d o u b t that t hey had been quick

ened and g u i d e d a l together by the Chr is t ian ' s 

l iv ing faith with its n e v e r d y i n g hope . 
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One of these w o m e n had spent he r yea r s in 

the s ame quiet , beautiful spot , l iv ing in an a tmos

phe re of p ioneer school and co l lege life, b u s y e v e r 

in her h o m e , he r pub l ic w o r k , or as a teacher be

s ide he r compan ion . T h e o ther had been a help

mee t on the wes t e rn f ront ie rs , rea r ing her family 

under many s t r u g g l e s and wi th f requent chang

i n g of abode , for he r husband , a P r e s b y t e r i a n 

Minis te r , had found his miss ion to be e v e r 

m o v i n g w e s t w a r d . A f t e r l ong yea r s they had 

reached these sho res w h e r e n o w they w e r e 

a m o n g the " supe rannua t ed , " re jo ic ing in the 

change and res t w h i c h f r e e d o m f rom the strain 

of anxious , ac t ive w o r k a lways ough t to b r ing . 

I learned h o w e v e r , af terward, that M r s . F i s h 

w a s then the P res iden t of the W o m a n ' s F o r e i g n 

Mis s iona ry S o c i e t y in the la rge and influential 

c h u r c h of which she w a s a m e m b e r , and that res t 

to her , too, meant p e r s e v e r i n g and cont inuous 

w o r k . I w o n d e r if that charac te r i s t i c was not 

in par t a l e g a c y f r o m the S e m i n a r y of those 

ear ly d a y s ! 

T w o th ings i m p r e s s e d m e m u c h after t he 

remarkab le meet ing of wh ich I have been wr i t ing . 

One w a s m e m o r y . H o w cou ld those e lde r ly 

w o m e n recall so m a n y names o f peop le and o f 

th ings w h i c h they undoub ted ly had n e v e r 
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ment ioned s ince those ear ly days ! T h e r e w a s 

not a case of hes i tancy that I> cou ld see in relat

ing long-pas t e x p e r i e n c e s and inc idents , bu t all 

c a m e into their m i n d s as t hough the o c c u r r e n c e s 

w e r e o f the day before . D i d the s u d d e n n e s s o f 

this u n e x p e c t e d mee t ing o p e n up n e w d o o r s to 

the " s t o r e h o u s e " of their m i n d s so that th ings 

they had in c o m m o n could c o m e for th as f resh as 

w h e n they first found l o d g e m e n t there? I do 

not k n o w . 

A n o t h e r th ing w a s s t range . T h e y s e e m e d 

to take no not ice of the changes t ime had w r o u g h t 

wi th them. No t a w o r d was said l ike these ; 

" H o w m u c h y o u have c h a n g e d , " o r " I should 

n e v e r have k n o w n y o u , " o r " D o y o u think I 

look as I used t o ? " e tc , e tc . N o , their hear t s 

w e r e made too full for paus ing to c o m p a r e the 

faces o f s e v e n t y win te r s wi th those o f on ly 

twen ty ! I t was sufficient to r ecogn ize each 

o the r ' s soul and to feel satisfied. Wha t signified 

the flood of tears w h e n t w o k indred souls w e r e 

reuni ted? Half a c e n t u r y could hold naught to 

h inder the p r e c i o u s and r enewed c o m m u n i o n of 

those rare, g i f ted ones ! No t b e f o r e had I fully 

realized h o w a life s tands separate f r o m its 

ear thly tabernacle , ho ld ing its o w n ident i ty , ye t 

d o e s not take u p o n itself the h e a v y we igh t s of 
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t ime! N o r had I seen till then, h o w v e r y thin 

the veil that h ides old age f r o m youth , wh ich , 

whi le p r e s s i n g o n w a r d t h rough the yea r s , g leans 

jus t ice of e x p e r i e n c e the re f rom, that each n e w 

added one may gain in w i s d o m and eff iciency. 

"When at last old age is reached , i t is made ca lm, 

content , and beautiful, jus t in a c c o r d as you th in 

m o v i n g o n w a r d ga the red th ings o f wor th . 

M o t h e r Al len was a lways g r o w i n g , a lways 

learning, n e v e r s topp ing to think herse l f too 

aged or too feeble to be ga in ing k n o w l e d g e f r o m 

e v e r y oppor tun i ty . T h e r e was noth ing d r y no r 

stale no r old about her and n e v e r wou ld h a v e 

been . One cou ld not w e a r y o f her c o m p a n y , f o r 

she had no set fo rmal w a y of e x p r e s s i n g her 

ideas so that y o u k n e w beforehand just about 

wha t she w o u l d say; nor had she any t race of 

those t r y ing and inc reas ing habi ts of b r o o d i n g 

o v e r w r o n g s and finding fault wi th o thers , or of 

compla in ing of he r ills. No , she kep t a lways 

f resh, b r igh t , and original , say ing th ings and 

do ing them in her o w n individual way . So d i rec t 

and in earnes t was she that none cou ld d o u b t 

that wha t she said and did c a m e f rom her v e r y 

heart, and c o m i n g so, w e n t s t ra ight to o ther 

hear ts and w o n f r o m them an easy and heartfel t 

r e sponse . W a s not he r e the s ec re t o f he r e v e r 
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helpful influence? If I w e r e asked to name her 

specia l charac ter is t ic , I should not hesi tate to 

say it was in letting go of self. It was a c o m p l e t e 

and joyful y ie ld ing her o w n in teres ts and 

p leasures that o thers migh t be led t oward help

fulness . Th i s l iv ing and d o i n g for o the r s ' sake 

w a s m o r e than meat and d r ink to her . A n d i t 

was so natural that i t s e emed an innate facul ty 

of ge t t ing hold of peop le and leading them to 

feel that a g rea t b le s sed w o r k awaited all w h o 

wou ld but lift their e y e s and look about them. 

Her ins ights into human needs w e r e not g u e s s e s . 

T h e y w e r e the o u t c o m e of he r faith in the worthi 

ness of peop le and her impart ia l l o v e for them. 

S h e saw in all s o m e g o o d . T h o u g h i t migh t be 

dormant , she s e e m e d to k n o w jus t h o w to he lp 

d e v e l o p i t and let i t shine for th into usefulness . 

H o w often has she said such w o r d s as these : 

" Y o u m u s t i m p r o v e y o u r t ime bet ter , do not let 

y o u r talents rus t out, but go to w o r k a t some

th ing g o o d , — a l w a y s the neares t duty—keeping 

your mind centered there . T h e n y o u will be of 

use, and the weaknesse s and fail ings y o u g r i e v e 

o v e r wil l lose t hemse lves and d i sappea r . " 

S o m e t i m e s w h e n she would m e e t t h o s e need

ing r e p r o o f for w r o n g f u l d e e d s o r threatening 

habi ts , he r wa rn ing w o r d s s e e m e d s t ing ing 
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sharp, bu t y o u n g peop le k n e w that they w e r e 

w o r d s of w i s d o m , and a l though they migh t re

main unheeded , no th ing could d i s suade t hem 

f r o m be l i ev ing that their o w n h ighes t g o o d was 

a lways meant . Can s u c h a d v i c e be e v e r fully 

lost? 

I think the n u m b e r s are not f e w w h o can say 

that when they w e r e s t r ange r s in A l f r ed , home

s ick , lonely , and for lorn , the tirst w o i d s of real 

e n c o u r a g e m e n t c a m e f r o m her l ips . A l t h o u g h 

she cou ld not joke or make a pun or mir thful ly 

amuse , ye t she was a lways r ich in glad w o r d s 

and plans of cheer , and sens ib le e n c o u r a g e m e n t 

fo r those w h o needed it. 

I t w a s beautiful to see h o w qu ick ly ch i ld ren 

felt M o t h e r A l l e n ' s influence, and h o w en

thusiast ic they b e c a m e as she taught them 

w o n d r o u s t ruths about the s p e c i m e n s o f r o c k s , 

shells and plants they loved so well to find and 

b r i n g to her . W h o can tell h o w m a n y o w e their 

in teres t in Natural H i s t o r y m o r e to what was 

learned f r o m her in ch i ldhood than to what 

k n o w l e d g e c a m e in later y e a r s f r o m b o o k s and 

teachers? W h i l e in California she s e ldom re

turned f r o m a walk wi thout a handful of plants 

and f lowers . As the d o o r opened she wou ld say, 

" I ' v e found some th ing new, and can ' t qui te p lace 
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it; so le t ' s look i t up n o w while i t ' s f r e s h . " T h e 

Botan ies w e r e then b r o u g h t for th , and though 

the e v e n i n g meal may have wai ted for awhile , all 

w e r e made happie r and w i s e r for the search 

after n e w k n o w l e d g e . 

E v e r y cause of g o o d found a w a r m advoca te 

in M o t h e r Al len . S h e was a lways r eady to lift 

her hand and v o i c e to he lp humani ty . Educa t ion , 

t emperance , and the in te res t s of l abor held her 

ab id ing interest . S h e saw and felt that each 

new open ing made acces s ib l e to w o m a n along the 

l ines of w o r k and educa t ion was a s t ep toward 

the jus t i ce due her sex . I t was a p r o p h e c y , ' too, 

she thought of the not far dis tant t ime w h e n she 

shall take her r ightful p lace as a t rue he lpmee t 

in all efforts t oward mak ing h o m e s and c o u n t r y 

p u r e r b y hav ing m o r e r igh teous , w h o l e s o m e laws 

and see ing them en fo rced . 

Fai th in the Fa the r ' s l o v e meant e v e r y t h i n g 

to her , and made her s c rupu lous n e v e r to say a 

w o r d that migh t tend to unset t le the re l ig ious 

bel ief of anyone , no mat ter h o w w i d e l y i t m i g h t 

differ f r o m he r o w n . I t w a s in the re l ig ious in

s t inct that she s aw the del icate mora l and spir

itual f o r c e s w h i c h mould nob le and substantial 

charac ter . Th i s keen ins igh t into life made her 

e v e r r e ady to feed and p r o m o t e faith in the 
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Bib le as the unfail ing s o u r c e of health and 

s t rength , l eav ing that unhindered to w o r k out 

i ts o w n in terpre ta t ion in the life. Wha t an 

abounding , g rac ious , f rui tage c o m e s f r o m full 

re l iance in the W o r d of G o d , in con t ras t to that 

of implant ing d o u b t s and d isbel ie f in sacred, 

reverent ia l th ings ! 

W h e n she l ived wi th us, I could but not ice 

wi th as ton ishment h o w cont inual ly she car r ied 

the b u r d e n s of m a n y l ives . Le t t e r after le t ter 

c a m e f r o m fr iends and those she knew, tel l ing 

of their specia l t roub les and perp lex i t ies , say ing 

they mus t o p e n their hear ts to her , fo r t hey 

w e r e sure w h e n she k n e w all, that they wou ld have 

he r s y m p a t h y and that would he lp t hem m u c h . 

H o w s t range that such d e m a n d s should c o m e 

f r o m those w h o k n e w of her frail health, s e v e r e 

and anx ious w o r k to w h i c h she cou ld not see the 

o u t c o m e , and m o s t of all, her d e e p and las t ing 

s o r r o w ! B u t he r o w n anxiet ies were daily, 

hour ly b o r n e along. S h e s e l d o m re fe r r ed to 

t hem e x c e p t some t imes c o u r a g e o u s l y to say. 

" T h i n g s will c o m e out all r ight ; t hey sure ly 

m u s t . " W h e n c louds and da rkness within re

veal t hemse lves in sunshine all around, then has 

not the M a s t e r ' s l ight taken full pos ses s ion of 
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the l i fe? H o w true, h o w brave , h o w g r e a t ! F e w 

are left l ike he r ! 

I had no idea until M r s . A l l en ' s visi t , that 

so many A l f r e d s tudents w e r e sca t te red up and 

d o w n and e v e r y w h e r e t h roughou t this g r e a t 

g o l d e n state. S h e b r o u g h t wi th he r a l ong l ist 

o f add res ses , and m o r e names w e r e cont inual ly 

added to it, until she herse l f w a s su rp r i s ed at 

the n u m b e r of he r f r iends l iv ing he re upon the 

Pacif ic Coast . He r vis i t chanced to be d u r i n g 

the year of the Mid-win te r Fair (a cont inuat ion 

on a small scale of the Ch icago Fai r ) and w h e n 

f r iends c a m e f r o m distant p laces to at tend it, 

t hey could , in r e s p o n s e to he r let ters , easi ly 

c r o s s o v e r the b a y to Oakland and make her a 

vis i t or a call. It was a g rea t feast to mee t 

those w h o m she had not seen f o r m a n y yea r s , 

and those w h o c a m e w e r e de l igh ted to r e n e w 

their reco l lec t ions of s tudent life at A l f r e d . 

M a n y of the co l l ege c l a s ses w e r e r ep re sen t ed in 

these vis i ts , and all w h o came, wi thout r ega rd 

to station or posi t ion, w e r e hear t i ly r e c e i v e d as 

m e m b e r s o f he r l a rge and sca t te red househo ld . 

S h e saw m u c h o f J u d g e N y e and family, a s she 

soon learned their h o m e was in the ne ighbor 

hood . He was a s tudent in A l f r e d ' s v e r y ear ly 

d a y s , and his in te res t s w e r e still unabated fo r 
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the inst i tut ion so p r e c i o u s to he r heart. J u d g e 

and M r s . Haight and many o the rs a lways 

b r o u g h t he r g lad chee r by their f requent , fr iend

ly calls. A m e m b e r of our c i t y counc i l and a 

c l e rk in the neares t c o r n e r g r o c e r y w e r e num

b e r e d with the m a n y old s tudents . M e e t i n g 

with so many f r iends so far f r o m h o m e , of ten 

u n e x p e c t e d l y , i m p r e s s e d he r d e e p l y with the 

smal lness of the w o r l d as wel l as with the ever -

inc reas ing influence that A l f r e d U n i v e r s i t y has 

held in the act ivi t ies of our c o u n t r y for m o r e 

than half a cen tu ry . H o w a p e b b l e d r o p p e d into 

the sea m o v e s the wa te r s in eve r -widen ing cir

c les , till none can find jus t w h e r e and w h e n i ts 

inf luence c e a s e s ! 

W h i l e he r b ro the r Frank , he r " b a b y broth

e r , " and his wi fe w e r e wi th us, P r o f e s s o r G r e e n e 

of the Sta te U n i v e r s i t y a t B e r k e l e y , n o w of the 

U n i v e r s i t y a t Wash ing ton , D . C , c a m e t o see 

h e r and to mee t again his old c o m r a d e in the 

a r m y du r ing the yea r s o f the c iv i l war . T h r e e 

o f M r s . A l l e n ' s b r o t h e r s wen t for th to their 

c o u n t r y ' s s e r v i c e a t that c r i s i s ,—one of them 

not to re turn . N o w , after so m a n y yea r s , she 

and one of those b ro the r s , wi th his e s t e e m e d 

fr iend, w e r e p r iv i l eged to sit d o w n toge the r and 

r e v i e w those heart-s t i r r ing, anxious t imes of our 
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c o u n t r y ' s need and sacrifice. T h e at t i tude of 

A l f r e d in those t r y ing and he ro i c days , and her 

loyal , patr iot ic , con t r ibu t ion to the cause of free

d o m , w e r e f ree ly d i s c u s s e d by them all. Pres i 

dent A l l en ' s g o i n g o n w a r d to the f ron t f r o m 

Wash ing ton one s u m m e r , and r ende r ing m u c h 

needed ass i s tance u p o n m o r e than one battle

field, was g raph ica l ly told. W h a t he w r o t e in 

r e f e r r ing to the loss of s o m e s tudent so ld iers 

s e e m e d to be the sen t iment of that even ing ' s 

conversa t ion . His w o r d s w e r e t he se : " W e la

men t their fall, y e t ming led with our s o r r o w is a 

so lemn j o y that we can act, and offer life, 

t h rough s u c h nob le represen ta t ives , fo r h u m a n 

b r o t h e r h o o d and law and g o v e r n m e n t . " 

I t was one of my g rea tes t p r iv i l eges to visi t 

M o t h e r A l l en again d u r i n g the s econd w e e k o f 

last O c t o b e r . Th i s w a s jus t b e f o r e the f ina l 

s u m m o n s came, fo r w h i c h she had so long been 

wai t ing patiently. As I en te red her comfor t 

able room—the dear o ld s tudy—she cheer fu l ly 

s a i d : — " I have s o m e t i m e s though t y o u wou ld 

not see me w h e n y o u came, bu t he r e y o u f ind 

me st i l l ." S h e called herse l f well , ye t s e e m e d 

to be v e r y weak and said her e y e s w e r e failing 

fast, bu t added , " A f e w days ago I t ook a long 

r ide in the coun t ry , pe rhaps i t did not he lp my 
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rheumat i sm—though on the who le i t did me g o o d , 

and I h o p e to go again ." T h e n she told me of 

the p r e c i o u s talk wi th the dear one in w h o s e 

ca r r i age she had sat as they d r o v e o v e r the r ich 

autumn-t inted hills, wh ich w e r e such a j o y fo r 

he r to see again. 

She had failed m u c h phys ica l ly d u r i n g the 

t w o yea r s in w h i c h we had not met; and ye t , 

t hough her t ired hands w e r e m o r e quie t than I 

had seen them befo re , he r mind was b u s y still in 

p lanning o ther w o r k , for she mus t cont inue help

ful in d o i n g some th ing g o o d . 

M r s . A l l en had retained her in te res t in 

pa s s ing even t s and indeed in e v e r y cause in 

w h i c h her heart had cen te red . Espec ia l ly w a s 

this t rue in r e g a r d to the Un ive r s i t y and all 

c o n n e c t e d wi th it. " I f the Fa ther sees tit to 

spare me until my s ight i s all gone , I ' m only 

ask ing Him fo r one t h ing , " she said, " a n d that 

i s that He will g i v e me s o m e t h i n g to do , e v e n i f 

I ' m bl ind; for y o u k n o w I cou ld not be an id le r . " 

T h o s e f e w d a y s o f sweet , p r e c i o u s 

communion—st i l l so f resh in m i n d — s e e m too 

tender and sac red to wr i te of now. She was 

l ike her old self, y e t there was a r ipened, hallow

ed influence in he r p r e s e n c e unl ike what I had 

k n o w n before . I u n d e r s t o o d a fo r tn igh t later , 
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that wha t I s aw and felt w a s the Beauty of the 

Beyond, that w a s in he r soul p e r v a d i n g e v e r y 

w o r d and action. A h , w o r d s seem but vain in 

a t t empt ing to p o r t r a y her a lmos t angel p r e s e n c e 

and influence then. 

S h e asked me severa l t imes to read s lowly 

t h r o u g h the four teenth and f i f teenth chap te r s of 

the G o s p e l of John, so that she could repeat them 

with me as I read. S h e k n e w e v e r y word , and 

said those chap te r s k e p t he r ca lm bo th n igh t 

and day, and that their p r o m i s e s had b e c o m e 

her very oivn and w e r e m o r e and m o r e p r e c i o u s 

e v e r y t ime she said them over . He r mind 

dwe l t much upon h e r chi ldren , and w h e n she 

p o u r e d out he r soul in p r a y e r for them, one 

could bu t feel that he r l ov ing s y m p a t h y c o m 

p r e h e n d e d all about them and was well-nigh in

exhaust ib le . " T h e Fa ther will cer ta in ly make 

use of my p r e c i o u s ones in His work , I k n o w He 

will, I ful ly t rus t h i m , " w e r e her w o r d s . 

I f w o r d s o f mine could touch s o m e life wi th 

her influence, so that i t wou ld g r o w toward un

self ishness l ike hers , and l ive a b o v e the plane of 

fea r ing what o the rs th ink and say, bu t re joice 

wi th hear t and soul in be ing able to work—and 

suffer i f need be—that o the rs migh t be he lped to 

w h o l e s o m e and ennob l ing g rowth—then should 
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I feel to have a c c o m p l i s h e d just a little of what 

she p r a y e d and h o p e d fo r me in that par t ing 

benedic t ion . 

I t may seem to s o m e that I am t r y i n g to 

paint our M o t h e r Al len as a saint, bu t this is far 

f r o m be ing true. B e i n g h u m a n she mus t have 

had s o m e weaknesses , bu t the g o o d and t rue and 

beautiful that she so faithfully had cul t iva ted 

v e r y far ou t shone the imper fec t ions , w h i c h 

s e e m e d c o v e r e d b y he r l ov ing hear t . I n reach

i n g upward , I can bu t ba re ly touch the f r inges 

to the mantel o f genu ine w o r t h she a lways w o r e . 

Y e t pe rhaps 'tis wel l that l i fe ' s v e r y bes t can 

n e v e r be e x p r e s s e d in w o r d s , e lse migh t there 

no t s o m e t i m e s be dange r o f o v e r - r e v e r e n c e fo r 

humani ty? 

I do k n o w that she did not cease to set her

self about o v e r c o m i n g e v e r y weaknes s that she 

knew, and that he r s u c c e s s in do ing this was 

no th ing shor t o f wonderfu l . A n o t h e r th ing was 

cer ta in—those w h o had k n o w n her longes t , l o v e d 

her mos t , and cou ld bes t apprec ia te he r ove r 

c o m i n g , e v e r - g r o w i n g nature. H o w beautiful to 

r ipen and g r o w old when one ' s last d a y s p r o v e 

their v e r y bes t d a y s ! Car ly le wou ld have cal led 

her grea t , because of he r s incer i ty and ea rnes t , 

n e s s , but added to these charac te r i s t ics many 



A B I G A I L A . A L L E N 8 5 

k n e w that she could not be exce l l ed in t rue, 

l o v i n g in teres t for o thers . Me th inks that none 

have l ived m o r e f ree than she, f r o m be ing 

partial, o r s h o w i n g p r e f e r e n c e to any, because 

of their posi t ion, their money , or their influence. 

A l l these to he r w e r e ou te r w r a p p i n g s that the 

w o r l d p laces a round s o m e souls , but w h i c h can

not make them b lack or white , fo r i t is the life 

ivitliin w h e r e the Fa ther ' s image dwel l s , and this 

alone appealed to her . 

F r o m the first hour o f my visit , M r s . A l l en 

said we m u s t go o n c e m o r e toge the r to the 

Ste inheim. Th i s we did one af ternoon, she 

res t ing in the c l a s s - room while the p r o f e s s o r 

went wi th me t h rough the bui lding, w h e r e I 

again saw that l a rge and valuable accumula t ion 

of cur ios i t ies and s p e c i m e n s w h i c h for so many 

yea r s w e r e b e i n g sough t after and col lec ted . 

E v e r y t h i n g there s p o k e and will a lways speak of 

the far -seeing w i s d o m of h im w h o s e ambi t ion 

w a s to make of it a p lace of beauty and a rare 

t reasure-house o f k n o w l e d g e , w h e r e s tuden ts 

and o the rs may long cont inue to c o m e and ga the r 

w i s d o m f r o m its s tores . S h e w a s g rea t ly 

p leased wi th the manner in w h i c h the s tudies 

there are b e i n g ca r r i ed on, g r i e v i n g on ly that 

no one is in t raining with the p r o f e s s o r to fill his 
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place w h e n he, too, shall be r eady to lay as ide 

the w o r k . H o w m u c h she loved that bu i ld ing 

and e v e r y t h i n g within its walls! I t s p o k e to 

her of the l ov ing sacrif ice and p e r s e v e r i n g labor 

of those w h o had car r ied i t upon their hear t s— 

s o m e t i m e s fo r y e a r s toge ther—with se ldom a 

r e s p o n s e o f in teres t f rom o the r s . " P e o p l e d id 

not k n o w and could n e v e r unde r s t and , " she said, 

" h o w far ahead o f the t imes M r . A l l en was l iv ing 

and w o r k i n g all his l i f e . " His beautiful, touch

ing w o r d s , " I t i s f r o m the mount o f sacr i f ice 

that r i ches t b l e s s ings f low," mus t have e x p r e s s 

ed the deepes t mean ing to those two, w h o , 

dwel l ing long upon that " m o u n t , " had t ru ly 

ga ined its " b l e s s ings f r o m e x p e r i e n c e . " 

S te inhe im is one of the v i s ib le resul ts of 

their w o r k . B u t He w h o notes the mo t ive s o f 

all hear ts m u s t see far g rea te r o u t c o m e s of their 

l iv ing than this beautiful s tone bui lding. 

The i r be s t foundat ions w e r e laid in bu i ld ing 

charac ter , and influences cannot cease to m o v e 

the hear ts of men and w o m e n to l eave the w o r l d 

r icher , bet ter , than they found it, b ecause of 

l essons and act ivi t ies those t w o soul- loving o n e s 

have set in mot ion. T h e y did not turn to look 

about them for resul ts , nor s top to see their w o r k 

apprec ia ted—there was no t ime for these. Calls 
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c a m e f r o m o ther fields whe re l a rge r e w a r d w a s 

offered and labor would be less , bu t ear th ' s re

w a r d s b o r e not a fea ther ' s we igh t wi th t hem 

w h e n du ty ' s vo ice w a s heard. The i r b r ead was 

the meat that o the rs k n e w not of, and i t suppor t 

ed them under all trials, k e e p i n g their suppl ies 

r e n e w e d each day and r eady a lways to d iv ide 

wi th o ther n e e d y ones . W h o can e v e r es t imate 

the g o o d those w o r t h y t w o accompl i shed , o r 

apprec ia te the p r iv i l ege of hav ing been d i rec ted , 

r e p r o v e d , advised , and chee red by s o m e of earth 's 

rares t ones ! S u r e l y they mus t have been num

b e r e d wi th G o d ' s c h o s e n chi ldren, ye t f ew there 

w e r e w h o saw i t fully till the v is ions passed and 

we w e r e left wi thout them. S u c h l ives , such 

compan ionsh ips cannot die ; their b lessed in

fluence mus t last as l ong as t ime endures , be

cause their spir i ts w e r e t rue to the Fa ther and 

have n o w re turned to Him. 

L I Z Z I E N E L S O N F R Y E R . 



S E L E C T I O N S F R O M T H E M A R K E D P A S S A G E S 
I N M R S . A L L E N ' S B I B L E 

I wil l lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help. My help cometh from the Lord , which made heaven and earth. 
T h e Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 

Psa. 121 : r, 2, 5. 

T h e Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear ? T h e 
Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid ? One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord , and to enquire in his temple. Psa. 27: 1, 4. 

Search me, Oh God , and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting. Psa. 139: 23, 24. 

Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy 
wing will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand 
upholdeth me . Psa. 63: 7, 8. 

T h i s is my commandment , T h a t ye love one another, as I have 
loved you . Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I com
mand you . John 1 5 : 12, 13, 14. 

A new commandment I give unto you, T h a t ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love, one to another. 

John 13: 34, 35. 
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"O the s ac rednes s o f t ime—of ' l ife, h o w i t 

g r o w s upon m e a s the yea r s g o b y ! " S o w r o t e 

dear M r s . Al l en in F e b r u a r y of '1900, and this 

was cer ta in ly the spir i t w h i c h , in an ever-in

c reas ing deg ree , charac ter ized her life. To be 

helpful to o the rs and that he r life might be use

ful to the end, w e r e often e x p r e s s e d des i res 

wh ich w e r e abundant ly realized. 

L i k e the A p o s t l e o f old she wou ld " g l a d l y 

spend and be spent " fo r o thers . H e r s was not 

s imp ly a pas s ing in te res t in o the r s and in e v e r y 

g o o d m o v e m e n t , bu t a b u r n i n g zeal w h i c h n e v e r 

a l lowed her to spare herse l f and w h i c h g a v e he r 

no res t save as she found res t in he r conf idence 

in G o d ' s p o w e r and wi l l ingness to b l e s s and 

b r i n g about the ends for w h i c h she so l o n g e d 

and w o r k e d . 

D u r i n g these last yea r s there w e r e g r o w i n g 

bod i ly infirmities, but she wou ld ra re ly admi t 

phys ica l weaknes s o r wea r iness and w a s con

tinually under tak ing that w h i c h wou ld have been 

a s e v e r e tax upon one m u c h s t ronger . As we 

recall the var ious in teres ts w h i c h she car r ied in 
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her mind and on her heart and to wh ich , where -

e v e r poss ib le , she set he r hand, we are amazed 

a t her marve lous e n e r g y and the wi tness of he r 

o w n life to he r es t imate of the value and sacred-

ness of life. 

T o A l f r e d Un ive r s i t y she had g i v e n m o r e 

than fifty yea r s of unselfish devot ion , and in her 

last d a y s her zeal fo r the wel fa re of the Col lege 

k n e w no abatement . T h e old s tudents she n e v e r 

fo rgo t . A g a i n and again i t has happened , e v e n 

to the v e r y c lo se of he r life, that s tuden t s w h o 

have been a t A l f r e d a t any t ime d u r i n g these 

m o r e than fifty yea r s and have re tu rned after 

l ong absence , have been pleased to find that 

M r s . Al l en had held them in r e m e m b r a n c e all 

t h r o u g h the yea r s and cou ld readi ly call t hem by 

name. Cer ta in ly her l ove and in teres t fo l lowed 

all. 

F o r those of the p r e sen t day w h o w e n t to 

her, she had a "hea r t at le isure f r o m i t se l f " not 

on ly to " s o o t h e and s y m p a t h i z e " bu t to en

c o u r a g e and to insp i re wi th he r o w n h igh idea ls . 

To those w h o wou ld look up old r e c o r d s o r 

ga ther his tor ical data she g a v e r eady and valua

b le help. S h e cont inued an hono red m e m b e r o f 

the Facu l ty to the last, and a t tended their meet

ings , mak ing many useful sugges t ions . 
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T h e s y s t e m of scholarsh ips , w h i c h has been 

so m u c h u rged for a f e w yea r s , me t he r hea r ty 

approval , and less than t w o w e e k s be fo re her 

death and after she was confined to he r bed , she 

dic ta ted a let ter to one w h o m she though t m i g h t 

be induced to found a scholarsh ip . 

T h e c o m m o n schoo ls had her thought , too, 

and she was eager that Schoo l B o a r d s should be 

careful ly chosen . S h e be l i eved that the 

p r e s e n c e of w o m e n a t the schoo l mee t ings and 

as m e m b e r s o f the B o a r d wou ld c o n s e r v e the 

bes t ends . Las t s u m m e r , feel ing that w o m e n 

did not realize their respons ib i l i ty in this di

rect ion, she unde r took long d r i v e s o v e r A l f r e d ' s 

beautiful hills, w h i c h she l o v e d so dear ly , to 

pe r suade all she could to at tend the approach ing 

schoo l mee t ings and to l ive up to their h igh 

p r iv i l ege of hav ing a v o i c e and influence in 

schoo l mat ters . T h e roads had been bad ly cu t 

out and washed by h e a v y floods and there 

w e r e f requent rains, but no one e v e r heard her 

compla in o f wear iness , t hough she was seven ty-

nine yea r s old, and there was no though t of 

g i v i n g up until all had been done w h i c h s e e m e d 

to he r des i rab le . 

H e r though t and s y m p a t h y w e r e as all-

e m b r a c i n g as our L o r d ' s last c o m m i s s i o n . H e r 
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hear t was la rge enough to take in all the wor ld , 

and that educa ted y o u n g peop le should also see 

the need and feel the respons ib i l i ty , was the 

b u r d e n of her thought and of he r p r a y e r s and in

sp i red her to wr i te many a le t ter even after he r 

eye s had b e c o m e so da rkened that she cou ld not 

be qui te sure there was ink in he r pen, or that 

the l ines w e r e not s o m e t i m e s wr i t t en one o v e r 

another . 

W i t h this ob jec t in v iew, to rouse y o u n g 

people to m a k e the m o s t of t h e m s e l v e s and so 

p repa re to do the bes t w o r k , she was r eady to 

use the oppor tun i t i es w h i c h c a m e to her to s p e a k 

to them ei ther individual ly or in pub l i c ga ther 

ings . T h r e e yea r s ago she w r o t e a f r iend: " L a s t 

year I though t to spend s o m e t ime vis i t ing the 

c h u r c h e s and in a quie t way he lp a rouse a m o r e 

t ho rough miss ionary spirit , but e v e r y t h i n g c a m e 

in my way so I could not g o , and i t w a s all r ight , 

for i f that had been the w o r k the L o r d wanted I 

should do the w a y wou ld have been made for m e ; 

I m u s t be con ten ted to do , day by day, jus t wha t 

c o m e s to hand around m e . " 

A n d not a little c a m e to he r hand to do , f o r 

she was a g e n e r o u s and cheer fu l g i v e r not only 

of he r t ime and self, bu t of he r m o n e y and the 

hospi ta l i ty o f he r h o m e . H e r d o o r s w e r e open 



A B I G A I L A . A L L E N 4 3 

t o w h o e v e r came , and, h o w e v e r res t r i c ted her 

i ncome , one-tenth b e l o n g e d to the L o r d , and after 

that had been rendered , g i v i n g c o m m e n c e d . 

A n d that she g a v e hoping for no th ing again, was 

s h o w n by her apprec ia t ion and gra t i tude fo r 

e v e r y k indness s h o w n her . " E v e r y one i s so 

kind. I don ' t k n o w w h y the peop le are all so 

g o o d to m e , " she wou ld of ten say. 

To be wi thou t the advan tages of a Chris t ian 

educat ion was to he r the saddes t kind of p o v e r t y . 

T h e neg lec t ed ch i ld ren o f the S o u t h w e i g h e d es 

pecia l ly upon her. T h e ladies w h o have been 

a c c u s t o m e d to at tend the mee t ings of the Evan

gel ical S o c i e t y o f A l f r e d will not soon f o r g e t he r 

u rgen t appeals that g o o d Chris t ian t eachers be 

sent to the South . T w o yea r s a g o she de te rmin

ed to go herself , in c o m p a n y wi th a fr iend, make 

a little h o m e there and day by day, ga the r in the 

ch i ld ren for ins t ruc t ion . S h e was su re she had 

the s t r eng th for it. B u t the w a y did not open 

so she r e n e w e d he r efforts to he lp in o the r w a y s 

and to influence o the rs to g o . A g a i n and again 

he r call w e n t out for g o o d tex t b o o k s and litera

ture . Par t i cu la r ly w e r e the s choo l ch i ld ren 

in te res ted in this, and M r s . Al l en super in tend

ed the p a c k i n g of the bar re l s , co l lec ted the m o n e y 

fo r f re ight , and sent them to home-miss iona r i e s 
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in different par t s of the South . One such ba r re l 

w a s sent on its w a y but two mon ths b e f o r e she 

died. 

In S e p t e m b e r a f r iend wr i t i ng f r o m 

Arkansa s about the school they w e r e to open 

there and h o w a teacher had p rov iden t i a l ly been 

found , w r o t e : " P l e a s e read this let ter to M r s . 

A l l e n and tell he r the b o o k s she sent will be p u t 

to g o o d use this winter . I think our h o p e s and 

plans have ra ther c lus te red around that bar re l 

o f b o o k s . " U p o n hear ing this M r s . A l l e n ' s face 

b e c a m e radiant and c lasp ing her hands she said, 

" T h i s is in a n s w e r to p r aye r . I have been 

p r a y i n g for i t and I have also been wr i t ing that 

y o u n g w o m a n to induce her to take up the w o r k . " 

To the last M r s . A l l en was a regular w o r k e r 

in the W o m a n ' s Christ ian T e m p e r a n c e Union, the 

Evange l ica l and A i d Socie t ies , and the C h u r c h 

appo in tments w e r e sacred obl igat ions to her . 

S h e w a s keen ly in te res ted in all m o v e m e n t s 

w h i c h w e r e fo r the pub l i c g o o d or fo r the spirit

ual or mental advan tage of individuals . 

S h e was espec ia l ly sol ic i tous for y o u n g 

m o t h e r s and g a v e f ree ly of he r t ime and 

s t r eng th to plan and c a r r y out M o t h e r ' s Meet

ings , he r o w n h o m e be ing a lways open for such 

ga the r ings . M a n y a mo the r has found in he r a 
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w a r m , ab id ing fr iend and a wise counse l lor . A 

shor t t ime a g o a y o u n g wi fe w h o had c o m e a w a y 

f rom h o m e and f r iends to l ive a m o n g s t r ange r s 

and feel ing especia l need and lonel iness said, " I 

have been told that M r s . A l l en is a g o o d one to 

w h o m to go fo r c o u n s e l , " and after b e i n g taken 

to M r s . A l l en and si t t ing with her fo r a little 

t ime c a m e away with s o m e t h i n g of the same 

spir i t w h i c h led one o f old to s ing, ' ' M y soul 

doth magni fy the L o r d , and my spir i t hath 

re jo iced in G o d my S a v i o u r . " 

Rea l ly i t was for the chi ldren , the lads and 

lasses , she had the g rea tes t longing . In wr i t i ng 

a f r iend fo r such pos t age s t amps as she migh t 

have o r be able to ge t she said: " Y o u k n o w , per

haps, the in teres t I take in the y o u n g b o y s and 

g i r l s here . I t is all I can do , and if, by G o d ' s 

help, I can k e e p them in teres ted in some th ing 

that will k e e p them away f rom bad associa tes , I 

shall have done a little. I find that s t a m p 

co l lec t ing in teres ts them a g o o d deal. I f they 

g e t a n e w one they b r i n g i t up to s h o w me and 

they k n o w my b o o k m u c h be t te r than I do . T h e y 

learn g e o g r a p h y and h i s to ry and b e c o m e 

in teres ted in the s t range peop le r ep re sen t ed on 

the s t amps . S o m e o f them are Chris t ian b o y s 

and I hope may, in t ime, go and w o r k for s o m e 
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of these count r ies . T h e y are also s t u d y i n g 

h o m e shel ls and have found o v e r twen ty 

var ie t ies in ou r w o o d s and s t r eams around h e r e . " 

T o k n o w o f ch i ld ren o r y o u n g peop le w h o 

w e r e f o r m i n g w r o n g habi ts o r failing to d e v e l o p 

in the b e s t way , w a s a keen persona l s o r r o w to 

her , and to fill their l ives wi th a b s o r b i n g and 

useful in teres ts the thing to be mos t sough t after, 

so she w e l c o m e d the ch i ldren , b e c a m e in teres ted 

in their pursu i t s , t r ied to e n g a g e them in the 

s t udy of nature, had them read to her , and w h e n 

her last s i ckness c a m e upon her she was t r y ing 

to find the bes t w a y to c a r r y f o r w a r d cer ta in lines 

o f Whi t e C r o s s w o r k w h i c h she felt t o be m u c h 

needed , and to d e v i s e s o m e plan w h e r e b y the 

ch i ld ren could be i nduced to c o m m i t t o m e m o r y 

por t ions o f G o d ' s H o l y W o r d , the B o o k s o 

familiar and dear to herse l f . 

T h o s e who have k n o w n M r s . A l l en these 

last yea r s m u s t have w o n d e r e d a t the cheerful , 

uncompla in ing spir i t wi th wh ich she met he r 

app roach ing b l indness . Ins tead of f inding in 

this reason for r e s t ing f r o m her labors , the re 

w a s the g rea te r eage rnes s to do what she cou ld 

whi le a little l ight remained. H e r mental and 

spiri tual v i s ion w e r e in no wise d i m m e d , as those 

w h o had the p leasure of read ing to he r and of 
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not ic ing h o w c lear ly she c o m p r e h e n d e d and re

tained what was read, will bear wi tness . 

No t l ong b e f o r e the last we ran in one even
i n g and found her , wi th fo lded hands , s i t t ing 
v e r y quie t ly in the twil ight . L o o k i n g up , wi th 
a wist ful exp res s ion , she said, "I have been 
pass ing t h r o u g h dark p laces s ince my B e l o v e d 
wen t a w a y , " and as we though t of the unspeak
able l ong ing for his compan ionsh ip these last-
years , and of the b rave , swee t spir i t of faith and 
t rus t wi th w h i c h she has met i t all, we realized 
that unbel ief and skep t i c i sm had o n c e again been 
r e b u k e d and that the t ruth and p o w e r of the 
Chris t ian faith had been again v ind ica ted . 

T o her o w n g o i n g hence she looked f o r w a r d 
as quie t ly and joyfu l ly as to a journey , a jou rney 
upon w h i c h her r e v e r e d and b e l o v e d husband 
had star ted just a little in advance of he r and up
on w h i c h she longed to be off and for w h i c h she 
cont inual ly made v e r y pract ical p repara t ion . 
" I ' m wil l ing to s tay just as l ong as I am of use 
here , but not a day l o n g e r , " she wou ld say. 

Cer ta inly l ove and usefulness , w e r e the key
no tes o f he r life. T h e last w o r d s we heard f rom 
her l ips w e r e a m e s s a g e of l o v e fo r an absent 
fr iend. M e s s a g e s of l ove and clear calls to l ives 
of h ighes t usefulness we associa te wi th he r dear 
l ips. M a y the l ives of all w h o read this and of 
those w h o l o v e d her , b e c o m e m o r e loving , and 
m a y they heed the call and pass i t on to o thers . 

S U S I E M . B U R D I C K . 



Hast thou been misunderstood 

A n d the world in angry mood 

Turned against thee ? Stand and serve 

T h y ideal wel l ; nor swerve 
Beneath the goad. Be strong, be brave, 

T h o u g h dishonored to the grave 

T h y course may lead thee. If thou hast 

T h e truth, it shall rise at last: 
And thy cause, if just and right, 

Shall in time have likewise might ! 

—Eva St. Clair Champlin. 
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No title ranks wi th that of r e fo rmer . A l l 

ages r e v e r e n c e it. A l l nat ions honor it. A l l 

m e n c o n s c i o u s l y o r u n c o n s c i o u s l y pass the 

c o r o n e t to those w h o th rough long y e a r s o f sac

rifice and se rv i ce , have p o u r e d out their l ives 

fo r the be t t e rmen t of the human family. I t i s 

t rue that in their genera t ion the c o r o n e t m a y be 

a c r o w n of thorns , that s lander and pe r secu t ion 

may be the daily por t ion, and m a r t y r d o m the 

not inf requent reward . B u t all this is the pass

ing of a momen t—the shadow b e f o r e the awak

ening; for d a y s are bu t a toms in the u p w a r d 

m o v e m e n t of the wor ld . T h e now appears on ly 

in the g rea t b e c o m i n g and he w h o halts fo r 

r ecogn i t ion to-day has lost the v i s ion of the to

m o r r o w s . 

A n d w h e n we reflect that m a r t y r d o m i s 

only misunders tand ing , that pe r secu t ion is bu t a 

c ross - see ing , and the appellat ions of fool and 

fanatic are at m o s t but dialect co inage of those 

w h o k n o w not the language of the u n i v e r s e , 
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there can be no regre t , no rep in ing o v e r the 

s t r u g g l e s and s o r r o w s o f the past . T h a n k G o d 

fo r hear taches , and tears, and p raye r , and pov

e r t y of the mange r s o f regenera t ion . T h e y are 

the soul stuff that m o v e the cen te r s that m i r ro r 

G o d . 

T h e r e f o r m e r i s the affirmative of the 

Un ive r se , the y e s of creat ion. I t i s he w h o says 

first of all, the w o r l d is , y o u are, all is real, G o d 

l ives , the ear th is under ou r feet, the e terni t ies 

a re wi thin us and b e f o r e us. W h a t we have and 

see and feel is life, partial, alas, imper fec t , but 

life indes t ruc t ib le , the re fo re improveab le , p ro

g r e s s i v e . H e n c e his w o r k i s affirmative, con

s t ruc t ive , m u s t be because of his firm belief in 

man and G o d , the cont inui ty of ex i s t ence and the 

final t r i umph of the G o d at t r ibutes . 

Le t i t a lways be affirmed, the t rue r e f o r m e r 

bu i lds . T h e s imple effort to tear d o w n is cheap 

w o r k and abundant as i t is cheap. A dull e y e 

can de tec t spo ts on the sun. A brutal hand may 

chast ize brutal i ty and the w o r l d be no ga ine r . 

T y r a n t s can de th rone tyrants , l eav ing the ball 

still chained to the v ic t im, and so an evil spir i t 

m a y assault evi ls , but assault is not r e fo rm. In

st i tut ions, usages , laws, unjust and o p p r e s s i v e , 
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remain until be t te r inst i tut ions and usages and 

laws rep lace them. T h e bui lder i s the bene

factor . 

R e f o r m e r s are p rophe t s , they see. F r o m the 

mountain tops of h i s to ry and inspirat ion they 

s t u d y the tu rn ings of the earth, coun t the n e w 

stars, feel the puls ing t ides of g rea t moral move

ments and k n o w that each re tu rn ing w a v e is a 

b read th h ighe r than the decade be fo re . T h e r e 

is no doubt , no d e s p o n d e n c y , no dear th of faith to 

h im w h o measu re s f r o m the summits . He sees , 

and whi le his b ro the r is pac ing a round in the 

p e c k measure o f the presen t , making m u d pies 

to-day to be d e s t r o y e d to -mor row, he i s wa tch ing 

the heavens b r eak and t u g g i n g the w o r l d up to 

the sunr ise of a n e w era. 

T h e r e f o r m e r i s the hero , unconsc ious hero , 

se l f is fo rgo t t en in the other . What is owe life 

measured wi th all life, one thread of yea r s to 

e te rn i ty? W h a t i s suffering c o m p a r e d wi th the 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f r ight doing . Wha t i s ease by 

the s ide of s e rv ice? What is lonel iness in the 

p r e s e n c e o f G o d ? He d r a w s f r o m the sou rces , 

pa r tne r s wi th the eternal and k n o w s that all 

l e tha rgy and res i s t ance and de fec t s are only 

inc iden t s on the w a y to the final c o n s u m m a t i o n . 
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R e f o r m e r s are m a d e b e f o r e their bir th, 

neve r after, jus t as the p reacher , poet , p r o p h e t 

i s made. B l o o d t r ickl ing, t ingl ing t h r o u g h 

genera t ions , at last finds its e l ement and the im

p r i soned c r y o f cen tur ies i s v o i c e d . Cul ture o f 

b o o k s and schoo ls of t ravel and l i terature add to 

the in teres t of a life and should g rea t ly a u g m e n t 

its p o w e r and usefulness , bu t the th ing vital in 

e v e r y soul c o m e s be fo re the alphabet ; h e n c e 

with all our prac t ica l a t ta inments , ou r mas te ry 

of f o r ce s , eng inee r ing and e c o n o m i c s , and 

l ibrar ies and e n d o w m e n t s of schools , we can 

only watch with u n c o v e r e d head for the c o m i n g 

of the anointed. 

Ab iga i l A n n M a x s o n was a r e fo rmer . S h e 

c a m e of a s t u r d y s t o c k of p ionee r s that k n e w 

what i t meant to sacrif ice for a pr inc ip le . T h e 

s tor ies of s l ave ry w e r e a m o n g her first child

hood recol lec t ions , and e v e n then her b lood rose 

ho t and fast o v e r the injust ice of man to man. 

H e n c e i t was not s t range that t h rough all the 

later y e a r s of national turmoi l and tr ibulat ion 

she en tered with her whole life into the anti-

s l ave ry movemen t . F e w endured so much , 

suffered so keenly as she, for , wha teve r reason 

or j u d g m e n t migh t say, the heart wen t instantly 
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to nor th and south alike. In her la rge s y m p a t h y 

they w e r e all hers . A n d w h e n a t last the war 

c louds hera lded the c lash o f a rms , he r o w n l o v e d 

bro thers w e r e found a r rayed on ei ther side. 

Th i s i s the c l imax of t r a g e d y w h e n the del ib

erate aim of one migh t p i e r ce the hear t of 

the other , sons of one mother , equal ly hones t and 

true. 

I t was a day that called for g rea t souls 

and they w e r e not want ing. Ga r r i son found his 

o w n a m o n g the sons and daugh te r s o f N e w Eng

land; Phi l l ips and B e e c h e r p leaded for a r ace and 

two cont inents heard. P r o m a hamlet in centra l 

N e w Y o r k c a m e Ger r i t Smi th w h o blazed the 

w a y for the less dar ing. F r o m all walks of life 

they rose . Pulp i t s he r e and there dared to 

thunder for th their condemnat ion . T h e s e w e r e 

echoed in the schoo l r o o m s . T h e spir i t of Ober l in 

was felt afar, and Al f red , n e v e r l agg ing in de

vo t ion to l iber ty , sent out its co te r i e of men and 

w o m e n w h o s tood and w r o u g h t l ike mailed war

r iors . F o r e m o s t a m o n g these w e r e Jonathan Al 

len and the one w h o was to b e c o m e his counse l lo r 

and life companion , and f o r e m o s t a m o n g all to 

speak the w o r d of l ove and healing, to b u r y for

e v e r the m e m o r y of that h ideous night-mare , to 
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plead for char i ty and peace , w e r e these same 

t w o souls . 

That is the s ide of M r s . A l l e n ' s life that I 

l o v e m o s t to dwel l upon . I t i s m u c h to be loyal 

to conv ic t ion and b r a v e to fo l low w h e r e i t leads, 

bu t add to this a g e n e r o s i t y that recognizes the 

r igh t s of o thers , a l a rgeness that s w e e p s the 

whole horizon and a t ende rness that en ters into 

all life, and y o u have the real bui lder , fo r i t is only 

l o v e that bui lds . 

Natural ly the civi l confl ict a b s o r b e d all pend

ing r e f o r m s , but w h e n peace w a s r e s to red t hey 

c la imed their p lace again wi th e v e n g r e a t e r 

tenaci ty. T h e cause o f woman , " w o m a n ' s 

r igh t s " as i t w a s fool i sh ly named as t h o u g h there 

cou ld be r ights o f w o m a n as w o m a n or man as 

man, separate f r o m the other , c a m e to the front . 

In this M r s . Al len found a r ich field for he r g i f t s 

and in he r quie t w a y took pos se s s ion of it. S h e 

be l i eved in it, a d v o c a t e d it. I t w a s a case of 

p r each ing and prac t ic ing , and A l f r e d g a v e he r 

full l ibe r ty for both. W h o e v e r k n o w s the full his

t o ry o f that wonde r fu l m o v e m e n t w h i c h b r o k e 

cen tur ies o f pre judice , opened the d o o r s of 

h ighe r educat ion to w o m a n and little by little 

made poss ib le he r en t rance into e v e r y cal l ing 
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and p ro fess ion to w h i c h inclination led or 

neces s i t y compe l l ed , mus t g i v e to M r s . A l l en a 

h igh and honorab le p lace . I f she w e r e not 

a lways in ev idence , i t w a s because the m o r e 

o p e n and pub l i c act ivi t ies o f he r husband o v e r 

shadowed her . T o g e t h e r they built, one in 

e v e r y r e f o r m , he lay ing the wall without , she 

s t r eng then ing within. 

A l f r e d had a nob le birth, poor , weak, little 

no th ing in th ings wor ld ly , ye t there was a roya l 

se t t ing in that which cou ld not be b o u g h t . 

T h e r e w e r e no e n d o w m e n t s , but p r inc ip les ; no 

e rmine , but jus t i ce and equal i ty and f r e e d o m — 

r o b e s fit fo r a G o d . T h e spir i t of P r e s i d e n t 

K e n y o n and his c o - w o r k e r s w e r e upon it—a 

spir i t that was c o n s e r v e d and d e e p e n e d and sealed 

by the consec ra t ed l ives o f P r e s i d e n t and M r s . 

Al len . A l f r e d s tood for s o m e t h i n g w h e n to 

s tand meant cost , A n d let me tell y o u later and 

p r e s e n t s tudents that not all the s tone and b r i c k 

and w o o d of e n d o w e d walls and chai rs , not g rea t 

learning nor vas t r e s e a r c h n o r technical t raining, 

h o w e v e r neces sa ry , not these alone, can make an 

inst i tut ion g rea t . S u c h s e r v e just a s b r i d g e s 

and ra i lways se rve , bu t the g rea t th ings are of 

the soul. 
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A l f r e d ' s c rad l ing w a s of the soul s ide 

of man and in that min i s t ry e v e r y w h e r e men 

and w o m e n walk s ide by side. T h e r e i s then no 

d i s cus s ion of the r igh t s of w o m e n and men. 

Bo th c la im all, b o t h g i v e all—no ques t ion con

c e r n i n g equal i ty , a th ing to be p r o v e n by 

o p p o r t u n i t y and se rv ice . A l f r e d k n e w no 

sec lus ion of the old schoo l and no quad rang l e of 

the n e w . T h e c lass r o o m , the p u b l i c exe rc i s e , 

the matr iculat ion, r ecogn ized d e g r e e s of ex

ce l lence , but not cu t o f c lo thes . H e n c e e v e r y 

w o m a n gradua te mus t add to the natural 

l ove of he r A l m a Mate r a pecul iar t e n d e r n e s s 

and gra t i tude . So n o w I can not separate this 

fee l ing f r o m the deb t I wi th o the rs o w e 

M r s . Al l en for the th ings she made pos

sible to w o m a n w h e n co-educat ion w a s in its 

infancy. 

M r s . Al l en did not r es t wi th t heo ry o r u r g e 

upon o thers dut ies she w a s not r eady to assume, 

or plead fo r r igh t s that she wou ld not make 

sacrif ice to secure . No one can f o r g e t those 

au tumn days of '87 w h e n e v e r y paper la rge 

or small he ra lded in head l ines the n e w s that 

" T e n W o m e n o f A l f r e d v o t e d and their vo te s 

w e r e counted . T h e wife o f P re s iden t Al len w a s 
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a t the h e a d . " S o m e one on the g r o u n d should 

wr i t e of this for i t was h i s to ry in making . I t 

s e e m s the ho r r ib l e c r i m e was pe rpe t ra ted at a 

munic ipal e lect ion early in the autumn. T h e 

state and national e lec t ion fo l lowed in N o v e m 

b e r . W o m e n w e r e m o r e and m o r e d e m a n d i n g 

the ballot. T e m p e r a n c e w o m e n w e r e especia l ly 

act ive . T h e saloon was in teres ted Pol i t ic ians 

w e r e not indifferent. T e n w o m e n had been 

coun ted in at a munic ipa l e lect ion. If legal at 

a local elect ion, then what wou ld o c c u r in N o v e m 

ber? V e r i l y there mus t be chas t i sement and 

that at once . A c c o r d i n g l y the officer wTas sent 

in ques t of offenders and pape r s w e r e se rved . 

I s u p p o s e there has n e v e r b e e n any th ing 

m o r e a m u s i n g in all legal h i s t o ry or more 

r id iculous . Has te was the w o r d . T h e trial 

mus t be held immedia te ly to forestal l fur ther 

t rouble . Cases of l ong standing, g r a y headed 

with yea r s , w e r e s w e p t f r o m the docke t to make 

way . In a f e w d a y s all was over—arres ted , tried, 

conv ic t ed , sen tenced , though the sen tence as 

ye t has not been se rved . I t rus t that s o m e 

par t ic ipant will leave a full r e c o r d of that spasm 

of v i r tue that s w e p t t h rough A l l e g a n y office 

ho lde r s and spread to their kin th roughou t the 
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state. Y e t no twi ths tand ing the swif t punish

ment o f these g o o d w o m e n , o v e r one hund red 

w o m e n in the state offered their ballot that fall 

and about fifty w e r e coun ted in. 

Natural ly retiring and especia l ly sh r ink ing 

f r o m notor ie ty , e v e n in so just a cause , ye t M r s . 

Allen did not shi rk and was a lways at the f ron t 

r eady to bear e v e n more than her par t in all that 

called for c o u r a g e and endurance . 

In the t e m p e r a n c e cause, until the c los ing 

yea r s w h e n lack o f s t rength fo rbade , M r s . Al len 

was a lways an earnest and hopeful worke r , and 

e v e n then her counse l s led in g rea t under tak ings 

He r s was an u n c o m p r o m i s i n g att i tude t owards 

l i censed ev i l s—she be l i eved that the t each ings 

of the g o v e r n m e n t should be a t one wi th those of 

the h o m e and school and chu rch . In this as in 

eve ry th ing , there was but one q u e s t i o n — " W h a t 

i s r i gh t ? " and after that all w a s clear. To k n o w 

was to be and to do , to he lp o the rs to see, to 

hasten the be t te r day. D u r i n g the last yea r s of 

he r life he r hear t was often b u r d e n e d o v e r the 

p r o b l e m s conf ron t ing our c o u n t r y and the fears 

les t s o m e h o w ambit ion, the p r i d e o f p o w e r , 

the mania fo r wor ld g l o r y w e r e b lu r r ing ou r 

v i s ion and mar r ing the lof ty ideal of the n e w 
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world . Y e t there was the faith that n e v e r 

doub ted the final t r i umph of the r ight . 

Ab iga i l A n n A l l e n was the ideal r e fo rmer , 

love g i v i n g mot ive , p o w e r endurance and faith. 

V A N D E L I A V A R N U M T H O M A S 



For we speak of you cheerfully, a lways, 

As journeying on; 
Not as one who is dead do we name you, 

We say you are gone; 
For how could we speak of you sadly, 

We who watched while the grace 
Of Eternity's wonderful beauty 

Grew on your face ? 
M. E. H. Everett. 



B I O G R A P H Y 

A b i g a i l A . M a x s o n was b o r n in Nile, N . Y . , 

F e b . 4 , 1824. H e r e he r g i r l hood was spent until 

she was f i f t een yea r s o f age , w h e n she c a m e to 

A l f r e d and b e c a m e a s tudent in A l f r ed A c a d e m y . 

S h e was a m e m b e r of the f i rs t g radua t ing c lass 

of this A c a d e m y . H e r future husband , Jona

than Al len , was also a m e m b e r of the same class . 

A f t e r g raduat ion in A l f r e d she spent s o m e 

yea r s i n L e R o y Semina ry , a f te rward I n g h a m 

Univers i ty , f rom which s e m i n a r y she g radua ted 

in 1844. S h e then began to teach in A l f r e d 

A c a d e m y , and in 1846 b e c a m e p r e c e p t r e s s . 

S h e not on ly taught a g rea t var ie ty of sub

jec ts , bu t was fo r m a n y yea r s a t eacher of the 

A r t depa r tmen t and until the day of he r death 

w a s officially c o n n e c t e d with A l f r e d Un ive r s i t y . 

D u r i n g the A n n i v e r s a r y of 1849, on Ju ly 12, 

after the speeches and o ther e x e r c i s e s w e r e 

comple t ed , she was marr ied b y R e v . N . V . Hull, 

to P r o f e s s o r Jonathan A l l en w h o a f te rwards be

c a m e the success fu l and b e l o v e d p re s iden t o f 

A l f r e d Unive r s i ty . S h e was his l o v i n g compan

ion, w i se counse l lor , and faithful suppor t e r . 
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His bu rdens , trials, and v ic tor ies w e r e all shared 

by her . He r in te res t in his ideals and plans for 

the U n i v e r s i t y cont inued to the end of he r life. 

T h e teachers and s tudents k n e w and loved 

her . T h e y felt that she was their pe rsona l 

fr iend. I f one wi shed to k n o w s o m e t h i n g of a 

f o r m e r s tudent , M r s . Al l en was near ly a lways 

able to g i v e informat ion c o n c e r n i n g h im. She 

sacr i f iced her c o m f o r t and e v e n her persona l 

r igh t s to be helpful to o thers . I t was the s tudy 

o f he r e v e r y day life to k n o w h o w to s e r v e 

s o m e one w h o was su r rounded b y temptat ion o r 

was p o o r and f r iendless . W h e n she d ied the 

t e s t imony o f one o f these was : " I h a v e lost the 

bes t f r iend I h a d . " 

M r s . Al len was the mothe r of four chi ldren , 

the e ldes t o f w h o m died in infancy. M r s . Eva 

A l b e r t i and Prof . A l f r e d A l l en o f N e w Y o r k 

Ci ty , and M r s . G e o r g e Champl in o f A l b a n y , l i ve 

to m o u r n their loss . 

S h e had for many yea r s suffered wi th 

d iseased lungs , bu t was a lways hopefu l and 

cheerful . 

M r s . A l l en spent one winter in Flor ida . 

S h e also vis i ted California severa l t imes . Whi l e 

making her last visi t there, after P r e s . A l l en ' s 

death, she w r o t e " L i f e and S e r m o n s o f R e v . J . 
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A l l e n , " a b o o k of m u c h mer i t and g rea t ly appre

ciated, and t reasured by those w h o loved Pres i 

dent and M r s . Al len . 

F o r severa l w e e k s b e f o r e she died her 

f r iends realized that she was failing, bu t not un

til two w e e k s b e f o r e the end did she g i v e up the 

ac t ive dut ies of l i fe. He r daugh te r s w e r e un

able to be wi th her in the last hours , but he r son 

and lov ing f r iends did all that could be done to 

re l i eve her sufferings. W h e n w o r d came, Sun

day morn ing , O c t . 26, 1902, that she had gone , 

e v e r y heart mourned . 

T h e funeral s e r v i c e s w e r e held a t he r h o m e . 

Beaut iful f lowers and au tumn leaves decora t ed 

the r o o m s she loved . M u s i c w a s furn ished by a 

quartet . Prof . Char les F. B inns of the Sta te 

S c h o o l of Ce ramics , read a por t ion of sc r ip ture , 

and offered p raye r . He r pastor , R e v . L. C. Ran

dolph, s p o k e in behalf of the church , and Pres i 

dent B o o t h e C . Dav i s fo r the Unive r s i ty . R e s 

olut ions of l ove and r e s p e c t f r o m the T rus t ee s 

and Facu l ty of the U n i v e r s i t y w e r e then read. 

T h e s e w e r e fo l lowed by an e loquent t r ibute f r o m 

an A l u m n u s of the Univers i ty , Dr . E d w i n H. 

L e w i s o f C h i c a g o . T h e s e r v i c e s w e r e par t icu

lar ly t ender as all w h o took par t in them k n e w 

and loved M r s . Al len , 
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I t i s our p r iv i l ege and p leasure to g i v e Dr . 

L e w i s ' t r ibute in full as i t s e e m s to c o m p r e h e n d 

what all the speakers said and what we all feel : 

T R I B U T E 

D E A R F R I E N D S : 

W h e n the swee t Psa lmis t of Is rael felt p ra i se 
of G o d wel l ing up in his heart, he 
wou ld repeat and repeat the s ame though t in 
var ious w o r d s . Th i s i s what we do when our 
fee l ings are too d e e p for easy speech . A n d the 
little that I shall say of M o t h e r A l l en is bu t a 
repet i t ion of what has b e e n said; only it is a 
p leasure and a j oy to say again what has been 
said. 

T h e r e is a Pers ian f igure of speech wh ich 
l ikens the soul to a fa lcon impr i soned in a cage . 
S u r e l y that metaphor was n e v e r t ruer than in 
the case of this g rea t and saintly soul w h o s e 
b o d y lies he r e to-day. Tha t b o d y was bu t 

" the bars 
That kept her spirit from the stars." 

A n d n o w the b i rd has been let l oose in eas tern 
skies , and w h e n we think of this glad re lease we 
cannot , at first, he lp f ancy ing the s t rong , un
fet tered, upward flight of one w h o was so long a 
p r i soner of this c lay. Y e t there i s another s ide 
to that p i c tu re . M o t h e r A l l en was n e v e r k n o w n 
to leave any p e r s o n lonely i f she cou ld he lp it. 
W h o k n o w s bu t that she still l ingers near us, 
" t h e s w e e t p r e s e n c e of a g o o d d i f fu sed" in all 
ou r hear ts! I r e m e m b e r h o w , two yea r s after 
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Pres iden t A l l e n ' s death, I said to her, " Y o u 
m u s t be l one ly . " H e r face , w h i c h was a lways so 
ser ious , e v e n sad, in repose , looked up at mo in 
s urprise. ' ' W h y , ' ' she said, " he is he re wi th me 
all the t ime, e v e r y h o u r , " and there dawned up
on her face that rare smile wh ich we all k n o w so 
well . A n d we may be sure that whe ther here 
or in the unspeakable j oy of heaven, she d o e s no t 
f o r g e t her ch i ldren nor those m a n y o thers w h o 
loved to call he r mo the r . 

He r s was a g rea t soul, He r v i e w s of life 
w e r e large, b road , deep . He r in teres ts w e r e 
lofty, ideal in teres ts . S h e jo ined herse l f hear t 
and hand wi th g rea t causes in the s t rugg le for 
r ight , and she watched with p ro found interes t 
the p r o g r e s s of truth in the vas t wor ld . I t is a 
s t r ik ing fact that her old f r iend and fe l low 
labore r in the cause of equal r igh t s for w o m e n . 
M r s . Elizabeth Cady Stanton, should have d ied 
on the same day with M r s . Al len . In that 
s t r u g g l e for w o m a n suffrage as in many o ther 
g rea t batt les for humani ty , M r s . Al len saw the 
hand of G o d . He r faith was clear e y e d and 
per fec t . No matter what obs tac les s tood in the 
way. G o d ' s truth was and will be f o r e v e r 
m a r c h i n g on. He r g rea tness of soul lay not 
only in he r broad interes ts , but in her s t reng th 
of will and spirit . W h o could gaze on that frail 
b o d y at any t ime in the last twen ty yea r s and 
not feel that the b o d y was kept ulive by the 
soul that b u r n e d within it. No c learer illustra
tion could be found of the c o m m a n d which the 
spiri t may e x e r c i s e o v e r matter . 
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But he r s was not m e r e l y a g rea t soul; i t w a s 
sweet , gent le , saintly. S h e l o v e d her race . 
S h e hated no man or woman. S h e was g e n e r o u s 
to a fault. S h e had a gift , a v e r y genius , f o r 
f r iendship . I f all the old s tudents w h o s e hear t s 
she has c h e e r e d could be wi th us to-day no r o o m 
in A l f r e d wou ld contain a ti the of them. In 
s i ckness and in health they w e r e her chi ldren , 
and her g rea t mother ly heart l oved them as h e r 
own . No w o n d e r that they call he r M o t h e r 
Al len . S o m e t i m e s i t s e emed to a t imid, o b s c u r e 
s tudent that i t was i m p o s s i b l e M r s . Al l en 
cou ld take a genu ine in teres t in h im, but when 
he had passed th rough co l lege , and b e c o m e an 
a lumnus, and had long been absent f rom old A l 
f red in the th ick of the w o r l d ' s s t rugg les , he 
would find that he was still r e m e m b e r e d . I 
d o u b t i f M r s . Al len e v e r f o r g o t an old s tudent . 

A n d they in turn have not fo rgo t t en her . 
S h e l ives again in many a life. T h e r e w a s one 
not iceable th ing about M r s . A l l en ' s f r i endsh ip 
fo r y o u n g peop le—she a lways t reated them as 
capable ' of g rea t and nob le th ings . That was 
because she felt that we are all G o d ' s ch i ldren . 
S h e spoke d i rec t ly to the bes t that is in us. 
S h e a s s u m e d that we had h igh a ims. S h e be
l i eved in us, and that made us be l i eve in our
se lves . S h e was one o f the f ew p e r s o n s w h o 
could go to y o u d i rec t ly and talk to y o u about 
eternal th ings—the eternal welfare of y o u r spir
itual nature, wi thout g i v i n g offence. I could at 
this m o m e n t repeat many th ings of this sort 
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w h i c h she has said to me at different t imes in 
the last twenty-f ive yea r s . A n d there w a s 
neve r a t ime w h e n those say ings w e r e not wel
c o m e in my ears. S u c h i s the e x p e r i e n c e of 
m a n y an old student . 

A n d how beautiful was her o w n re l ig ious 
life! H o w steadfast ly she kep t her faith in he r 
Sav io r ! H o w se rene ly she looked fo rward to 
the future! 

"I know not where his islands lift 
Their ironded palms in air; 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond his love and care." 

A n d n o w she i s g o n e into the wor ld of light. 
S h e has been w e l c o m e d by the outs t re tched , 
t ransf igured hands o f h e r husband . We shall 
n e v e r k n o w h o w much P re s iden t Al l en o w e d t o 
he r cheerful op t imi sm that n e v e r failed h i m in 
those long, hard yea r s o f labor. We cannot 
k n o w ye t what their new, united life will be in 
that B e y o n d ; bu t we k n o w that i t will be a life 
of ac t iv i ty wi thout wear iness , a life, we bel ieve , 
that will help to s w a y the g r o w i n g life of man. 
One thing we may be sure of—her thirst for 
beau ty will be assuaged ; she will s tudy art a t 
the feet of the g rea t art is t—him w h o shaped the 
pu re petals of these whi te f lowers laid he re by 
l ov ing hands. A n d may we share he r faith in 
G o d ' s g o o d n e s s and look fo rward to our death 
as joyful ly as she. 
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"Sunset and evening star 
And one clear call for me; 

And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea. 

But such a tide as moving seems a sleep 
T o o full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark. 

And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When I embark. 

For though from out our bourne of time and space 
The flood should bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot, face to face, 
When I have crossed the bar." 

I t w a s the r eques t o f M r s . Al len , s o m e 
mon ths be fo re she died, that Prof . A . B . 
K e n y o n should at tend to the c remat ion of he r 
b o d y . Af t e r the s e r v i c e s the remains accampan-
ied by Prof . A l f r e d Al len and Prof . K e n y o n w e r e 
taken to Buffalo for incinerat ion. A br ie f s e r v i c e 
was held at the Crema to ry . 

H e r ashes have been p laced wi th those o f 
P res iden t Al len in the Al len Ste inheim M u s e u m , 
a bui ld ing for w h i c h P res iden t and M r s . A l l en 
planned and sacrif iced fo r yea r s that they migh t 
leave a valuable m u s e u m to the Un ive r s i t y they 
loved . A m o r e fitting monumen t could not be 
e rec ted . B u t not s tone or marb le shah endure 
l onge r than the influence of such consec ra t ed 
l ives . 


