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Colleze Pubiic Opinion

We have entered upon the seventy-eighth year of
Alfred's educational work. For more than the life
time of a generation young men and women have been ag=-
semblinsg here each autunn to take up the tasks of educa-
tion.

Only one man is now living who was a studert at
Alfred's opening term in 1836. He has now reached the
advanced age of ninety-three Years.

lien grow 0ld and die but colleges may and should
iive on forever, growing stronger in character and work
and finer in tradition and spirit ags the yearg pass on.
The resson that colleges can grow and always keep young
is found in the fact that they are composed of young
people. If anyone says 1t is because the callege nro-
fessors are young, I will not dispute him. College
professors are the youngest men for thelr years that I
know. Here are Dean Kenyon and Dean Main and Director

Binns and "your gallant young leader" and we are all

young men, even though the hair and beard (Dean Kenyon's



heard)are gllvered. Ve are young because we have
.younger colleagues as associates; Dbecause the truth
we teach 19 ever growing and enlarging; but, mest of
all, we are Young bLecause our students are young - the
brighteat and best of the young, too.

The constant stream of college life, like the cur-
rent of a river, is ever rushing on. The incoming fre&th-
men close up the ranks left broken by the out-going
geniors. This is the most important reason why a cole-
lege is young though it numbers its years by the hundreds
or the thousands.

A college opening address may therefore assume
freshness in the college and in the faculty as well as
in the fresitnan class. In other words, it may assume
that we are all growing; that we have goals ahead of
us and achievements toward which we are looking and
striving.

In my last college opening address 1 discussed

"College Alms and Tdeals." Today T wish to take up

some special phases of this broad subject and treat



them under the topic "College Public Opinion.”

On the first day of this month there assemnbled
at Mmontreal a convention known as the American Bar
Assopciation. The guest of honor and the chief
speaker was the Lord High Chancellor of &ngland,
Viscount Haldane. Lord Haldane's subject was "Higher
Nationality," a study in law and ethics. In his
address he said, "The great force that actuates man-
kind in the observance of law is not fear of the
of ficers of justice but fear of public opinion and
therefore public ovpinion tends more than the arbie-
trary execution of justice tc restrain men from law-
breaking." He declared also that "There is a syse
tem of nabitual or customary conduct which is ethi-
cal rather than legal and which embraces all those
obligations of the citizen which it is 'bad form'
or 'not the thing to do'to disregard, the penalty
for which is a social penalty."

These declarations of the distinguished jurist,
pointed out for citizens of the state,are the vital

principles that operate in a ccllege community as
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well as in the state. The instinctive sense of what
to do and what not to do in our student relations

and college life, i3 & source alike of liberty and
gase In our relations and is the chief foundation of
all decency and propriety, morality and social order.
These principles of conduct become second nature when
a atage of culture is reached where collesge 1ife is
natural and normal.

Modern psycheclogy has come to recognize the
fact that we can not have two sets of ethical prin-
ciples, or two forms of ethical theory, one for life
in the school or in fthe colle._e, and another for 1life
wiien we have left the college and are looked upon
only as citizena of the state, giving our allegiance
only to the state.

It has been the tendency in the past to dis=-
cuss conduct in college and college public opinion
28 though the college were an institution apart from
ordinary society, and as though jits morale could be

treated without reference to the general scientific

principles of conduct. This is most unfortunate,



and tends to cause conduct to be considered less
gseriously and less scientifically when related to
collegénen and women, than when related t¢ men and
women outside of colleze. Such an erroneous phil-
osephy of conduct and of ethical principles has had
much to do with establishing false standards of
morals and of moral responsibility in college.

In the state government we have laws against
theft and vandalism - laws that protect society
against the lawless and the vicious. No good citi-
zen would think ifor a moment of vecoming a party to
the crime of theft or the destruction of property
or to any conduct that would despoil the good name
of the cormmunity. Every good citizen would use
his best endeavor to bring any offender to jusitice,
to make his crime known and to enforce the appro=-
priate penalty. Public opinion would condemn, in
no uncertain way, any one who wouid btecome an accom-
plice to such a crime by actively or passively
shielding the offender and helpinz him to escape

detection and punishment.



But college public opinion has been slow to
agssert itself in such decisive terms. Not infre-
guently college public opinion has pot condemned
the act of an individual who would deface or destroy
college or public property or who would engage in
conduct that damages %he good name ol the college.
College public opinion has often shielded such of=-
fenders vy making it unpoeopular for innocent members
of the community to eXercise an influence to correct
the abuses of unruly members.

In college we have, for example, the honor sys=-
tem and in our examinations We accept the honor prin-
ciple as the highest ethical prineciple, tut it hes
sometimes seemed difficult to create a public opinion
strong enouzh to encourage or compel a witness to
the crime of cheating to use his influence to re-
strain the offender or to bring him to a just pun-
igshment if efforts at restraini are unheaded,.
Gradually this public opinion is strengthening and
with the hearty co=operation of every student—, we

shall have an hornor system which will be efficient



and useiul in college life and a valuable asset

to character in alli subseguent 1ife, but college
public opjinion is vitael in every otner form of our
college life as well as in the honor system.

We are entering out upon 2 period of student
organization and self-government, of which the stud-
ent senate i8¢ a notable example, and the student
self-government rules in dormitories and clubé are
also cxamples in point.. All this self-govermment,
to he effective, must be supported by a2 high stand-
ard of publiec opinion, a public opinion which is
created by the student body itself and which breaks
down when any considerable number of the members of
the student body are not willing frankly, ovenly
and puolicly to condemn conduct unbtecoming for ladies
and gentlamen.

The © false  and double standard of ethics
which does not support a high publie opinion in col-
leze may be illustrated by swpesing a student to

have knowledge of the conduct of other students

which would not bve approved by the hetter elenent



of the community; but such a student, thourh dis-
approving personally tihne conduct of the offender,
does not feel vound by public opinion to make any
effort to correct the abuse. He becomes an accom-
plice 0f the offender and covers uwp the crime. This
gume student, however, during the next summer vaca-
tion meets a personal friend who is considering Al-
fred as his collezse. The moral standards of Alfred
are dlscussed but it is now cutside of college.
These friends are talking frankl{)with each other's
welfare at heart and the good student who has had
knowledge of improper conduct on the part of his
fellow students but has become an accomplice %o the
wrong, passively or actively; now feels under the
standard of ethics which rules outside of college.
He therefore says to his iriend, "There are things
that 50 on among the students at Alfred that I would
not have you indulge in. I am afraid sueh things
would be bad for you. I would advise you to find

gome other college." In this case the student

doubtless acts conscientiously but he has permdtted



his douwle standard of ethics to condone offences

on college which outside the c¢collegce he condemns,

He himself has therefore injured his Alma Mater no.t,
however, vy condemning offences and possibly not

by ddvising a student to go elsewhere but by his
fajlure in the first instonce to actively place his
influence against wrong conduct of which he had know-
ledge.

This is a purely hypothetical cose but I venture
the asgsertion that it occasionally happens in Al=-
fred and thuat some of you today could put your
finger upon instances where it has happened within
a twelvencnth. I submit to you that it is a wrong
whidch is due to a false notion of college public
opinion and that we can only correct such errors
and maintain permonently the good name of our college
when we have a college public opinion that is as
strong in the college a8 it is outside in the corn=-
demnation and punishment of all ethical impropri-

eties.
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This year, for the first time, two student
clubs of young men are being organized with self-
governiment rules,where students room and board in a
house which they control. The success of this new
movement, in which I am deeply interested, will be
wholly dependent upon a student public opinion in-
side the club itself and among the studenis of the
University. If that public opinion is high and
very student actively promotes the hizh standard of
ethics that we would advocate outside the college,
these experiments of students' bLoarding and rooning
c¢lubs will prove highly satisfactory and a grcat
advantage to our college. Our dormitories are both
full. There has never been so good an opoortunity
for public opinion to make a high order of conduct
possivle as we have nowv. A new set of rules and
rezulations hag Dbeen adopted for the guidance of
thie women students of the Universityv. These have
been formwlated in order to avoid the criticism
which has sometimes teen made of the conduct of

A [
a-y,
women students, hm$hﬁoutsi e od—insdde the dormitory.
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The success of these new self-gpvernment rules
wholly depends uoon the public opinion which the
student body itselfl maintains in regard to the ethics
that these regulations stand for.

Student activities during the college Yyear
hare constituted a serious problem with which we
have grappled for many Years. During the past year
collegépublic opinion hag asserted itself in the
establishmeént of a college calendar of activities,
a most admirable solution of the provlem. The suc-
cessful carrying out of this reform will te depen-
dent upon the way in which public opinion supports
the change. There may ve times when even hardship
to some organization or interest may sear to be
necessary in order to enforce the reform, but it
is well launched and by further improvement from
year to yYear will come to be a valuable zddition
to the regulations of the University.

Anusements and recreations are all admirable

and esgential so long as they contribute to the pre-

paration of the individual for ithe more important
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t29%s of his college lifé, tut when amusements and
recreations cease to be the servants of the mind and
body and come to be our masters, we are no longer
free men but siaves. Excessive participation in
any amusement or recreation or college sport tends
toward a degeneracy In scholarsiip and in ethicsl
and moral standards. Student puplic opinion must
be depended upon, more than anything else, to safe-
gzuard our student activities against such excess.
Again public opinion should bte brought to bear
more distinctly than ever before upon student classia-
fications. The university laws of the state pro=-
hibit any college in this state from registering
a student as a classman in college who has more than
thrce subjects uncompleted in his collsge prepara=-
tion. Beginning with the present year, Alfred Uni-
vers ity has raised its requirements abvove the mini-
mun provided in the state law and no student is re-
gistered as a freshman who has more than two sub-

jects in arrears in his preparation.
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Furthermore, the state law prohibits any studl-
ent from being registered as & sophomore or upper
classman who has any unsatisfiled entrance conditions,

These regulations make two possible courses
open to Alfred University. ¥irst, we can prohibit
any registration of students in any courses whatso-
ever who do not satisfy entrance reguirementsand we
can drop from college permanently all conditioned
members of the freshman class who do not make up all
their entrance conditions during the freshman year.
Or we can make a clagssification of special students
who are not eligible to the freshman class and per-
mit these to pursue studies in college only as spec-
ial students without the privileges of classmen un-
til such time a8 they remove their entrance obstacles
to registration as classmen, and we can permit stud=-
ents who Bhould be registered as sophomores or upper
clasasmen but who lack some entrance work to ramain
in college only ¢s freshmen, deprived of participa-
tion in all class activities except those of the

Treshman class. For the szke of rendering the
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largest service to the largest number, we have chosen
the latter alternative and? are registering certain
students who can not be admnitted 28 cluogsmen as
gpecial students,. .a thing we greatly regret to do
bhut by this concession we hope to encourage them to
make up their entrance conditiens and get into col-
lege or to enable them to do some special education=-
al work along narrow lines though they may never
wish to become candidates for degreesy and we have
chosen to permit, in some instances, left-overs
from previows freshmen clusses to remain a second
vesr, or possible a third year, s freshinen, hoping
that by such indulgence thiey may malke up the de-
ficiency in entrance ang return to their proper
places as classmernl.

This policy, however, has many disadvantages
and it may recome necessary to abandon it unless
the public opinion of the student body will help
the college authorities to maintain the classifica-

tion which the office nakes. When the Dean ranks

a student who hus veen permitted to remain with us



_15

a second or a third year as a Ireshman because of
the fajlure to make wp higs mathematics ovr his
language or hig English entrance conditions, he isg
in nonor bound under the laws of the state t0 see
to it that that student does not pose as a sopho-
nore or as a juriior., “ollege pubilic opiriion has
not strongly supported the Dean in the paost., Ine-
dividuals have appeared in c¢lass nhotograpns and in
gtudent rolls and in student meetings who have rno
right whatsoever to appear tliere and the college
lays itself liable to discipline from the State
Board of Kegents when it permits such falsification
of its c¢l:=ss rolls. Student putlic opinion which
will insist that no student attend a/€ “shma? ing
or participate in class rivalries or festivities who
is not legitimetely a m mber of thi-t closs is the
most effective and ready remedy for thuis difficulty,
College public sentiment which will not permit a
gtudent to participate in the activities of the
Junior cluss or the sophorore ¢liss when his office

ranking does not sive him that right or privilege
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ig the surest and nmost effective corrective of this
abude of privilege from which we have sometimes suf=-
fered in the past, Class officers will be given
Tty the Dean of the college & list of the member-
ship of the class as soon =g the classification is
completed and the seating list made out and it is
hoped that college public owvinion will support the
Dean in the maintenance of thils c¢lassification.
With the opening of the new livrary building
S
provisiOTAHL.Lfkeiym%eube made whereby the library
will be open for reading and reference purposes on
two evenings in the week and on Saturday afternoon
znd Sunday afternocon. I trust that the time is not
far distant when we can open the livrary in the
evening more frequently than twice a week. The
desirability of having evehiing access to the shelves
of the library is so evident that no discussion
need be made of it in this openingz address., So
far as {inances or the ability ol the administra-
tion to secure competFnt gervice in the ¢ 4 -

tion of the library‘A we shall gres:dually approach
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the ideal in this respect. #8 to the matter of
Baturday afternoon and Sunday afteruocon opening,
however, there may be some difference of opinion
and a fuller discussion of the matter may be de-
siruble.

It is known to all of you that a majority of
the citizens of this village ouserve the Seventh
day of the week, or Saturday, as the Sabbath and
that she student body is comewhat equally divided
in the matter of the day which is observed as the
Sabbath,. It is telieved by most people, I think,
that the privileges of the library for zeneral
reading is somemed with the hishest ideais of
Sabbath observance. It has also long been the
policy of Alfred University to make no discrimina-
tion between the stuQents who observe Saturday)and
those who observe Dunday. Consequently, no clusses
are neld on either day znd no athietic contests are
held on either day. Helizious services are pro-
vided by the University authorities for Sunday ob-

serving students because noe such services are pro=-
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vided vy & local church on Sunday. OSo that in every
possible way equal opportunities ar%nwvided.

Now if the library should be open to any stud-
ents on Saturday, it should also Le oven to students
on Sunday and vice versa, It is believed that such
opening for the purpose of reading in the library
and not for the withdrawal ol books will promote
the best interests of all concerned end need vio=-
late the conscience or religious faith or princi-
nles of none. In advocating this meazsure Lefore
the trustees and approving it with the facuity, I
have had in consideration voth fhe spiritual and
intellectual welfare of our students. I trust that
no one will permit this opportunity to enjoy the
privileges of the livrary for iwo ew—tkwes hours
on the afternocon of his Satbath to distract from
his spiritual okservance of the day. In other
words, I desire to urge upon you that such use as
you may make of the ilibrary on the day of your

Sabbath shall not be in the line of your regular

college clusses or anything that can be considered
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worx in prep%f?on for class exercises but that

it shall be & spiritual and intellectual enjoyment
which ¥you will have from the library that shall be
apart from any thought of secular labor,

For many years since the consolidation of the
libraries of the lyceums with the Univdersity 1Li-
brary, & portion oi the lyceum tax hzs been turned
over ito the University for thne purchise of books,
This division ol the lyceum tax hias come to e
looked upon as detrimental to the lycewumns and 1t has
recently vteen decided by the ftrustees znd faculty to
waive any further collection of & portion of these
fees for the purpose of the iibrary.

In the place of this, however, a fee of one
dollar per semester, instead of thirty cents per
semester . as formerly, wili te chorged a5 o reading-
room fee, one-hal.f of this sum will be used Tor the
purchuase of perjodicals and the other halfl for the
binding of maguzines and periodicals for permanent

preservation and use. Thia new arrangement will

increase the number of avajilable perjocdicals and
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will make the files nore avajlable for use.

Also the students are to have access to the
library two afterrncons esch week and two evenings
cach week in addition to the time heretofore aveil-
able for Library use. It is believed that this
change will meet with the hearty apuvrovai of the
student body and the support of student public
opird ori.

In conclugion, let me re-effirm the welcome
which was expressed on registration day, both to
the returning students who come back to continue
their collage studies and to this splendid class
of freshien vho begin this year their collegse work.
Alfred University offers you this yesr, jin materia
equi prient ané teaching fofce, better ovpnortuni ties
and Tfacilities than it hos ever been able to offer
in the past and ve believe that the student body io
rot only the largest but the best that it has ever
Leen the good fortune of Alfred University to enroll
and we loolk forward to the most successful and happy
year in the higtory oi Alfred Urd versity.

e o



