A GHAPTER OF FAMILY LISTORY I RELATION TO ALFRED AND
ALFRED UNIVERSITY
by

Charlea Hartshorn ilaxson.

vhen the president of Alfred University wes informed that
1 was in possession of letters and documenta that throw light
upon the early history of Alfred and its 'niversity, he was
good enough to suggest that I bring my information into a paper
and send him a copy. The veneradble president emeritus was
present and so too was the president o:Atha seventh Lay Baptist
filstorical Society, and both graaiously lasid elaim to coples
of the proposed paper, ith the encouragoement of three such
dignitaéiea I bestirred myself while rounding out my vacation
at Alfred to make additional investigation and sinee my return
%0 Philadelphia to arrange and digest my material, I am in
danger 1ike the genial lilokerbooker of beginning wWith the Tower
of Babel, but the pioneers of Alfred were themsolves ths producta
of a philogophy of life. .8 briefly as 1 o¢an, I unust tell the

story of their making,

The 1island of Aaquidneék was settled in 1638 by ocutsepolken
objectors to the tyranny of the Bay Colony and gome of them had
hgen disfranchised and disarmed, The combative ‘amuel Gorton
came from Plymouth in 1838 and was admitted as an inhabitant,

&)
but he was flogged and passed on to irovidence, I om ospesially



iaterested in four jimmigrents who must have sottled at Nowport
that seme year, Richard liaxson ond his good wife, and Hugh
Mosher and Lydia !laxson, his wife. iesher had come from 'lane
chester, - ngland, and sc probably had all four. <here 444
Richard and Lyﬂia get the name !laxsen? In student days 1
wheeoled into the Seotoh hamlet of ‘‘axton, and in private
thought'have éinea ¢laimed it as the original seat of my
family. 4 gonealogist wae unable to trese tho ‘axson line

in Britoin, but ae#eral lines weXe traced baeck thr@ﬁgh the
uivos of the early ﬁaxsonsfg;rhum i learned that an ancestor
of mine wae the physiolan of King Ldward XV of York, a German
brought to0 iLngland for the royal servies. In that first yeor
of the sottlonent of Khede island & ehild was bora to Liehard
ilaxson cnd his good wife, the firot vhite c¢hild borm on the
1sland, and thot ohild grew up to be Llder sohn i'axson, first
pastor of the seventh Lay Baptist chureh at Josterly, and that
church grew up in one hundred years to be the largest whiie
Baptist éhurch in the United HStatee. Only one Baptlet chureh
of any sort was larger, & eolored Baptigt chureh imn Savannah,

-

seorgia.cgk

Though Newport was petitled in 1638, the First Baptist
Chureh was not fully organized t411 1644 when John Clarke, o
physician, and an outstanding leader in the founding of the
1$1and coleny, was made postor, Associated with him were the
flaming orator, Obadiah Holmes, and the missionary preacher,

John Crandal,
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In 1661 these three were %ried asnd convieted of holding an
unauthorized religious meeting at Lynn, liassachusetts Bay,
andyﬁolmoa waa outrageously punished, This brutal perse-
gution ralsed a ory of protest among the friends of the Bay
Colony in England.dgi have the honor of being a desoendant

of Obadiah Holmes through the Greenes of “uidnesset. Ais the

Bapt$ist ohureh at I'rovidence wae the first in the c¢olonies

and the second rarticular Baptist church in the British Impire,
this Firet Daptist church of Newport was the second ia the
coloniea to be orgenized, and 1%t romained permanently attached
to the Celvinistic system, 3Some of 1ts wmenbers sottled in the
southweatern corner of the united ocolony of Rhode Island and
Providence Pelntation and their preacher was the aforementioned

Joha Crandal, without loss of membership in the Uewport church,

These Baptiste had an affinity to the uakers in their enmphaw
#is upon repentance and faith, but as Baptista they stood for
believers' baﬁ%inm. though rejecting nmystical and magiocel notions,
In their efforts %o institute & thorough reform on the basis of

ilew Testament example 1t was natural that some, as they ine

" terpreted the six principles of the Letter to the Hebrews, Sixth

Chapter, began to set forth the laying on of hands as a funda~
mental prinociples, There was & division of sentiment, so that
in 1056 a Second Baptist church separeted from the First, and
the new church, like the ohurch at Providense and most churches

subsequently organized up to the CGreat Awakening in the 18t%h



Century, drifted into the dootrinal position of the General
Baptists of England, This Second church surpassed the First

in numbers and 1nr1ueaoe,GD.

If the Reformation wes a‘radisaovery of the New Testament,
the Puriten Revival was a rediscovery of the 0ld Testament, So
1t'was perfectly natural that some men of independent thought,
amplé learning, and saerificial plety should eénclude that the
refoiming movenent would not be complete without the return to
the Sa#enth Day Sabbath. In 1665 Mr, Stephen ﬂumford, a Seventh
Day Baptist, arrived from London at Hewport and jJoined the First
church, A number of the members soon embraced the keeping of
the Seventh I'my. 351x years later upon advice of friemnds in
. London these Sabbath keepers withdrew and organized the Third
Baptist Church of Newport. e may regret that both parties did
not follow the fraternal advice of the newly gathered Baptist
Chureh in Boston, and each bear with the other, waiting for fur~
ther light, but it'is possible that the Sabbath keepers could
not wérk out their philasoyhy of 1ife and perform thelr mission
to the whole Church of Christ without separation at that time,
When in 17206 this chureh was invited to assist in the ordination
of Pastor Comer of the Firat chureh, 1% excused itself on the
ground of the day., Yet it won very general respect during the
18th Century. Two governors were of this church, George White-
field called upon one of these governors and speaks admiringly

of him, 1Its pastors were in demand %o supply First Day churches,
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énc of the passors who coniributed $o this guod fesling wae
alder John Maxson, grandson of the first ohild boran on the
island and son of Cole. Jonathan iaxsom, lie served from 1784
right down %0 1778, A young minister of this churoh was a
much esteemsd chaplain in ithe Hevolutionary army and died as
Philadelphia o feu daga after thardeath of Mra :ﬁa::ﬁunl«;@3

#e have seen that some members of the First Baptist
Churoh of Hewport settled at festerly and their preacher was
John Crandal, .hen the separation was made in 1671 over the
Sabbath question it was repsated on the fromtier, but apparently
the aotive momders enme with theilr preacher into the Third
Baptist Chureh of méwport; In 1674 mz; Crandal was oalled to
Hew London %o hold meetings there, but was threatened with legal
prossgution, to whioch he had been subjested in 1681 at Doston,
A group of converts was gathered. Those were the days of soww
ing, not of adboundin; harveats. 1, lLubbard wurote in 10678
that the Third chureh had then 20 wembers in Liewport, 7 at
desterly and 10 at liew London. 7The Sabbath keepers in iessterly
and Hopkinton were amieably dismissed from the Third Chureh of
Newport in 1708, and o new Seventh Lay Laptist ehureh was es-
tablished, serving an extensive territory in iihode Island ané
Connacticut, It was souetinmes called the Lesterly church but
more often the ilopkinton ehureh, Llder John :laxason, son of

the iunigrant, iilohard Maxeon, was the {irst pustor. pe served

no doubt from his ordination in 1708 to hig death in 1780,



In 17820 pPastor John Comer of Newport made iaquiries concern-
ing oll the e¢hurehos and loarne& that Jeseph llaxson was pastor
" at Westerly and Thomas lilscox was a preacher §heraa- Elder JSohn
vaxson had a son Joseph who was bora in 1672 and died im 1750
and a gon John who was born in 1686 and died in 1747. Both were
ordained as evangelists or elders or as both at aasterlégg The
historian Backus says that Hiseox was a minister there till old
age, He finds that in 1731 there were 18 Baptist churches nerth
of New Jersey, 13 General Bapities, 3 rarticuler paptist and 2
Seventh Day Bapsists In these two Jeventk Lay Doptiet churches
there were about 140 communicants, Baokus quotes from & letter
written in 1795 that revesls the remarkaeble growth of the Hopw-
kinton chureh., In that yoar it aonsisted of 402 members and
within fiftesn years had set off three churches, One was Brissol,
oeﬁnectiaut, constituted in 1780 with 70 wembers, inother was
Petersburgh, N, Y., with 98 members, and the third was New London,
-Conn., With 42 menmbers, About 20 members hed moved to Brookfield,
He Ys, and wers expected coon to form a church. In 1796 there
were 3206 Baptist churohes in liew England and the largest church
of them all was this sSeventh Day Baptist Chureh ati ﬁogkinton.ufj
Renediet in his lHistory of the Baptists gives the stutistiosl
tebles for the year 1813, showing that the Ieventh Day Baptist
Church of Hopkinton had then 230 wmembers, the Derlin, New Tork,
3eventh Day Baptist Church haed 436 members, and the Brookfield,

He Yoy Chureh hod 181 members, while the recently gonstituted



chureh at DeRuyter had 35 wembers, The chureh in Rensselaer
County whieh formerly had bean known as the retersburgh chureh,
constituted in 173G, wap now called the DBerlin chureh, It is
curious to ncte that there was a Jirst 333 Baptiat chureh at
Berlin with o membership of 611 members, Berlin was o ocenter
of revivalism and religlous aetivity, putting iron intoc men‘e
biooa and treining them to think and aet independentiy or col=
lectively as the c¢ause of Christ and of man might demand. It
was from Jesterly and iiopkinton, Petersburgh und Berlin, Brooke=

field and DeRluyter that the piéneer settlers at‘Alfrod came .

The f£irat settlers in the tohn of Alfred came on foot in
the year 1807 and selected lands in the northssftern pars of
the town below end above the present Alfred Station. They were
Clark Crandall, Nathan und Edward Green, ané had mado the long
Journey from'Berlzn, Hensselaer County. Judge Crandall nmay
have been a near éélative oF Bﬁward'and Nethan as their mother
wes Uusanneh Grandall, The brothers and sisters of the Croens
in the 1mmaa1gtaly succeeding years joined them and f£inally
their father, Liward J. Green, removed from Brookflsld, riadison
County, to Alfrsd. The Green ra@1Xy of aAlfred was large and
influential, muek intermarried with the llaxsons and other piloneer
families, The marriage of Susanna Green, my grandmother, to
Luke itaxson, my grandfather, was the first celebrated in the
town of ALlfred, Therefore 1 nmust attempt to trace the line of

descent,



Principal Irank L, Greene with oconsummate induatry and
adbility has compiled the geneclogical tables of the various
brancyes of the Groeene fumily in this country. Iie found that
there wére three John Ureenes iiving in shode Ieland at the
"pame iime in the newly fonndegﬂgolony, and was unable to prove
any relationship between them?ﬁgBut genealogiats olaim by the
use of isnglish sources to have found the »elationshlp of John
Grecne cof dHarwick to John Greone of uldneacet, and of both %o
the Greenes of Virginia., John Greene iuhe jugitive was an ade
herent to the unlucky Yerk fawully when Henry VIT seized the
throne, and wos obliged to flee to save hls 1life. He resurned,
according to an eld ballad, under the name of John Clarke, but,
his identity being discovered, he saved himself again dy fiight,
The line 1s traced from him to John Greenme of iarwick, Hhode
Island, through Hobert Greene of (Gillingham,  orcetehire, and
Riehard, his eon, aha Riehard his grandaon, the father of
Surgeon John Gresns, the immigrant and head of the Jarwiek 11‘0’@39
From John the Fugitive to John Gresens of “uidnesset, Rhode Island,
the line 1o $raced through the same "olde® Robert, John Greens,
his son, Benﬁy, bis grandson, who died in 1578, and lobert Greens
of Gillingham, his great grendson, who was the father of John
Greene of iykes 3treet, a suburd of Gillianghewm, the inmigrant
founder of the .uidnesget line, e wag born in 1606 and dled
in 1695, a younger wman than John Greenme of Warwick and one genere

1
ation farthexr removed from John Greene the Fugitive, Yet there



wag a tradition in both lines that John of .uildnesset was
T8

onoe known in England as John clarkit“ This tradition may

have besn an echs of the o0ld ballad,

John CGreene of Jarwick nnd John Greene of iuidnesset,
though distant relatives, were mush alike in their pugnacious
attitude to the powers that be, and so were worthy sons of
John the Fugitive. John of iareick, a partisan of samuel
Gorton, repeatedly clashﬁd with the Massachugetts goveranment,
aven after he had fled from its jurisdiction, Troops were
sent to arrest him and peize hio cattle, but he took his come
plaint to iZngland and returned in triumph with papers guarane

@ Richard
teoing his proteation., John of .uidnesset, like Hebexd Smith,
with whom he was associated meny years, beginning in 1839 or
possidly in 1638, mey have sought religious liberty by flight
to the Indien country, yet he had no open olashes with the
HMassaehusetts government, Hie troubles were with his own
khode lsland nu?horicies that refused %o recognize the Indian
deeds held by W smith and hinself, Tha(refora he patitioned
the king %o cssign the indian ¢ountry to Connecticut, for this
he was arrested, but he won his gase, as he gave his recognition
of the jurisdiction of Rhode Island &in return for ite recognition
of his Indlan deede, ‘§:§:;i Smith wae a man of plety and courage,
wmueh esteemed by Roger Williams, I ap desoended from Smith
through the Ransom family of Connesctiout, John Greens was loyal

}23 thard
to the nmemory of Rebert Smith and was himself a man of parts,
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a leader and office holder under the government which he haad
opposed uitgﬁgoed reason., He lived in North Kingston or
thdnnasttfﬁg}

Benjamen, a son of John Greene, the head of the line,
noved from North Kiagston %o East Greeanwich and :oprpaontol
that town in the legisladure, lidls son, Lieutenant John Greene,
married the great granddaughter of Rev, Obadish Holmes, A
son of Lisut, John wn§ Joshua Greene who lived at Charlestown,
and married ifary laxson, ascounting for the names given two
of his ohildren and one of his granénhtldren. He muat have
been a Seventh Day Baptist, esnd his father may have been, A
son of Joshua waas Edward J. Green who was born in Charlestown,
Rhode Island, Maweh 18, 1758, married Susannah Crendall, and

i
was a aoldier of the Revolution, four times enlisted, They re-

noved from Charlestown to Berlin, Rensselaer Coundy, living at

Stephentown in 1768, removed afterwards to Brookfield, Madison

County, and finally %o Alfred to apend their last years. He
a—
PR
died Mareh 28, 1836, and his wife, O8t, 7th of the scme :‘rem:«\“”J

" Their remains wish those of their ehildren wers moved 3o the

new cemetery, but the soldier's marker has fallen down and there
is no flag upon his grave, He 1o one of the heross thas aAlfred

should honor.

The nine ohilédren of Ldward J. and Susannah Oreen were all

notable persons, most of them heads of important familien, and
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al) of them leaders ir their own right. Their QGaughter ﬁannggﬁ

13}
&
was a remarkable womaen, "Aunt Hennah” %o the whole sommunity.

Hex daughter, Irena Fisk, married Luke Creen, the nerehant
prinee of early days, On the Fisk farm bdelow the villaoge Aunt
Hannah's ase¢ond husband, Gideon L, Spicer, duilt o fine inn

which 8till grases lorth llain Strees. !ir, and lrs, Spleer ree

moved %o rriendship but a kind providence permitted her to die

in her beloved Alfred, though the suddennese of her faking addsd
to the grief of her frienda., I have a ledtter of her hrasher;
Haxson Green, informing a nephew of their common §§§L.ﬁiﬁawara
Je Green's oldest son was Ldward, omne of the three original
aittloru of Alfred. He had nlready married Huih ilamilton deow
fore Le ventured westward, Unfortunately death overtook him

in early manhoed,

tlathan, the third ohild of ﬁdward Je Gresn, wmarried Orpha
Hamilton and after hor death lMartha [laxson, then the widow of
#4lliam Saunders. She survived her huﬁband; death in 1851 %11}
1870, Her obltuanry waes treasured by those who remembered the

beauty of her 1ife,

The fourth mamber of this family was llaxscn Green, named
after an uncle, whose perscnal name was hie mother's surname.
Maxson Green married Lydia Maxson, daughter of Luke llaxson, 5r..
They were ohildless, dut all the students of Alfred Acadeny werse

their children, and po were all the ohildren of the neighbexrhoed,
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Their home was the sooial eenter of ilfred. They were most
agtive in all the religious endeavors of thelr chureh and eaQ
ndntnatzon.A They were patrons of edusation. I have a letter

in whiah he doactibab his attendance with Ceorge !'axgon a% a
politienl convention af Buffalo, :Thiu eohple, Unele Haxson

and Aunt Lydia, were bsautifully uniied in doing géod, and

they were uniied in thelr deathe, for on successive days they
died in Milton, wzﬁ;,:gppra they were ninistering to the viotinmse
of the dreaded oholaré%éjrhh atone erected to tholry honor 1u'the
Alired oemetery describes them sa the "(riginal Proprietors of
the Alfred Univeraidy Farm,"® Indeed they had deen the owners

of thet farm the greater part of their lives, but a still earlier
propr&qtér was my granﬁrafhar, Luke Maxson Jr., brother-in-law
of Maxason Green. Their home ﬁhcre atudents were so generously
enterteined is now Crandall Hall, The cultured lady who was 1te
last ulstress as a private residence oould not quite eredit my
assertion that it had onge been the home of my great uncle,
iaxson Green, I wish there might be s tablet somewhere about

the fine mansion to the honor af the dear old souple whose kindly
apirit still presides over the entertaiament of boys and girls

away from home,

The £1fth member of the family was Tasy Green who in BErooke
field, HMadison County, married Freeborn Hamilson, They moved with
their four ohildren to Alfred where eight nore were dorm to then,
The very name of Hamilton was a title of merit and an inspiration

to added merit,
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The sixth ohild of Edward J, Oreen and Susannah Crandall
wos Susanna Greag¥;bern in Berlin, N. Y., Mareh 26, 1783. Jhe
was married at Alfred in 18ll %o Luke Maaaen.' She died in Alfred
Dee. 7, 1887, One of the next generation who went into her home
as a dauvghter-in~law and lived there while her young husbenéd was
»hxaulng his medieal studies hasg told me of the mother's rescuree~
fulnesas, her grae¢iousness, and her taet, The story was told me
sometimes with laughter and sometimes with toars, dut olways with

deepost affoection,

The seventh ohild of Edward J, Green was Isaich W, Creen
vho was born in Berlin, served in the ar of 1818, lived the
greater part of his 1ife in dhe town of Independence, and gave
his name there to Green's Cornors. e was a mershant at Indepen~
dence, though at one time in buseiness at Alfred and finally he

&
died at Independence,

The eighth and last ohild of Edward J, and éuaannah Green
was Annie who was born in Stephentown, Rensselaer Co., Ne Ys,
Mareh 8, 1798, and died in Indagonécn&e, Allegany Counfdy, Fab,
£3, 1877, She was married in Brookfield, Madisen County, to
John Plerde Livermore who was born in Wilmington, Vermont, Feb,
11, 1798, and d4ed in Indépandouco July 1?7, 1889, Theso were
not nnlephiatiaatad people who were born in a corner of the
world and never stirred from it, for Unole John's journey from
#ilmington to Alfred was nore than an eqikivalent in time and

effors of my own journey from rhiladelphia to Fairbanks, Alaska,
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And aa for exeiting experiences he had them, for he enlisted

in the iiar of 1812 as & subatitute when he was 15 years old,

He was active in pudbliec affalrs ond was twenty eight years a
justice of the peacs, when justices vwere leading citigens,

not the lame, halt, and bxind?jgl an particularly interssted

in this couple, a8 they are the only great aunt and great

uncle on the Green side whom I have known, I visited them

with my mother just about sixs$y years ago, I remomber the
wonders of their garden, and the strange appointuents of their
home, partioularly the mountainous feather beods with high posts,.
But I wondered most at the all~pervading odor of tobaeso, feint
but unmistakeavle, Then I was uuietly informed that while no
refined woman of mny mother's generation would smoke, very grand
ladies in the eariier generation had done so, and this particular

old lady was so neat and s¢ careful and so kindly, she should

not be oriticized for the hadbit ascquired many years boforoc.

#e have seen tha% in the first year of the settlement of
the island of Rhode Island, 1638, s ¢hild was born %0 the immiw
grant, Richard laxson, the first ohild dorn on the island, John
Maxson. There was a tradition that Riehard was killed by the
Indians 4n 1637, but Prinocipal Greene found that he died in 1643,
John Maxson nmarried lary ijosher, the daughter of the immigrants,
Hugh Mosher and Lydia axson., Hugh !osher died in 1604, Flder
John Maxson died les, 17, 1720 and Mary Mosher, his wife, Fedb. 2,

1718, e have seen that a son, Elder Joseph Maxson, was pastor
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at Westerly in 1729 and that a grandson, Elder John Mazson,

was 8 pastor at Newport from 1754 to 177§?§)5ut ny iﬁtereat is

in traeing the yaxson 11no.to Luke Maxsom, the first settler in
that part of the town of ilfred where the village of Alfred and
Alfred University are located,and also the line to Hfiss Abigail

A+ Maxson, the beloved of all Alfred students and known %o the
whole deromination and ever widening sducational circles as the
wife of President Jonathan Allen., The first Tlder John Haxson

had a son, klder John Maxson, who was born in 1666, married Judith
Clarke, and died in 1747. This Elder John Maxsggywaa the brother
of Elder Iqaeph *axgson of Westerly and uncle of Elder Jéhn Haxson
of Newport. John Maxson gnd Judith Clarke had a som, John Maxson,
who was born in 1701 and married Thankful Randalls John Maxson
and Thankful Randall had a son, Matthew Maxson, who was boran in
1727 and married Marthe Potter, Families were large in those days,
80 1f they ran out of names in their nsar connectlions they could
fall baek upon the Bible, The sons and daughters of Matthew Maxzsen
and Martha Pétter were Thomas, Pelsg, Matthew, George,; Nathan, Abel,
Luke, Martha, Mary, Randall and éattarV~ elevyen in all, One of
these, Gsorge, born in 1758, married Anne Harriott, of whom was
born Abel Maxson, May 11, 1790, who married Abigail Lull end was
the father of Abigail A, Maxson, born Feb, 4, 1824, lUrs. Jonathen
Allen, Anothor/gg the sons of Matthéw l'laxson and Martha Potter
wvas Luke Maxson¢3wﬁa wes not the lLuke Maxson who came to Alfred

in 1808, that was one of the constituent members of the Firss

Seventh Day Baptist Chureh, or that built the old Maxson home on



16

38)
South Main 8;E:Kbut the fathey of that Luke ljaxeson. The house
wae not bullt with his pensionm money, ae there is evidenos that
he received no ponsionfé Bus he was a soldier of the Army of
the Revolution, His ohildren vere all persons of importance,
Ho ,like Edward J. Green,eame t$o spend his laat years in the conme
munity where his children weore in the thiek of the fight of
pioneers with stubborm Farth, This Luke !Maxson, $he son of
Matthew Maxzecon and Martha Potter, wae bora in Jesterly, Rhode
Island, Apr. 18, 1703, and died at :ilfred sept, 17, 1843, IHis
wife was Lydia Babeoek, who was bora Jume 30, 1789, and dled in
Alfred June 6, 1839, They lived many years at Peteraburgh, N ¥,.,
where all or most of their shildren were born, and acgerding to
Prinoipal Greene came to Alfred between 1B32 and 1&3£?§‘ﬂhan nay
unole, char;as Hartshorn, went %0 Alfred in 1838, and attended
the old churah, he saw an 0ld man, very deaf, sitting in the
pulpis, and osked who he was, and was told that he was Unole
Luke Maxson, When ny mother, Cordelis Hartshorn Maxson, was
living at the Liaxson homestead just before the birth of her first
¢hild, the 0ld gentleman cane 0o ¢all upon the family or make a
brief visit, and she remembered him for lhis wit and gracious
manner, 1In her album he wrote 8 siFong religious exhortation
in verse,end gave his age to the day., That was the year of hie
death, It 15 possible that he had loaned money %o his oidast
gon for the building of the house, and it 48 probable that he

and his wife lived there for o time, dut they seem to have nade
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4hoir home in the town of Ward with their son George. They
wers buried in the same lot wtth George llaxson and his wife,
and in adjoining lote other cohildren were buried, and a memorie
al s¥one erected to still thres other children, The ehildren
of Luke Maxson and Lydia Babeoek were Luke, Lydia, Matthew,

GO

Martha, Mary, Naney and George.

Luke Maxsen, my grandfathe», was the oldest son of this
family, born probably in retexrsburgh, I, Y., but possidly ia
Jesterly, Rhode Island, Septs 11, 1788. In the begiﬁnlns.ot
1808 wh;n 1% was 8till winter and he was twensy two years old
and unmarried, he made the journoy alone from retersburgh,
Renssolaer County, to Alfred, He had o yoke of oxen, & bod
sled, a feather bed, a three~story olook, a few dollers in

money, and some household and form utensils. In assleeting his

~ lands which he purchased at astonishingly low priee his aim was

to get land where hard wood predominated over pine and hemloek,
Having thrown up some poles as & temporary shelter, he startsd
out to make a more detailed inspection of his possessions, bdut
was lost for two days $1l1) he recognised a lend mark end then

quickly returned to his shelter, Ie felled the trees and builed
a small log house, afterwards eanlarged from time % time and a
log bara, but mos$ of the splendid birch, beesh, maple and pine
trees were burned, sinee potash was one of the fow things for

whieh there was a market. He prepared his lands between stumps

with a orotahed stiok for a plow and with a hoe, putting in wheat,
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When the grain was »ipe, he ocut it with a sickle, threshed it
with a flail, toek 4% to Daneville, 31 miles distant, on horse-
back, and sold it for 31 eents a bushol; and that not cash but
barter, BHe auatbat rirpt have bdorrowed the haéao. dbut in a very
few years he was stooking his farm with cattle, sheep, horeca

and swine, !Ho wae beginning t0 be prosperous, and the inspirs-
) G+ 0

—

- tion of all his effort vas a young woman back in Rensselaer County.

In 1811 she eame with some of her people. Luke laxson and Susanna’

Green zg?e married, It wos the first marriage in the town of
Y

Alfred, Then the last ebtage of the journey up the valley was by

‘ e

horse, one horse, the bride sitting baek of her husdand, Life

- was all song nowj the aceompanying musie was mede by the spinning

wheel and hand loom, At first they even did the carding, and the
cloth was‘made up by the nimble fingers of the wife into g#rmenis.
The husband tanned the skins of ilanghterod a#imnls, and made up
the lesther 1n®o}ahooa and harnesa., life was easy now, for there
was interecting work ror}all the hours of light, often continued

e

L3
into the hours of daz-lmoalh.\u‘i-'j

Bug discstor come in 1812, the year their first ohild was
born, There ®was war and the young husband was drafted, Should
he go or obtain a substitute? IHe ohose the 1atterwaltornatlvo.
but the cost was orughing. He was odliged to sel)l eighty eight
aeres of improved land, Measured in dollars the cost was ineige
nzf;onnt. Measured by hours of labor, and the blasting of hopes |

the loas waps heartebrenking: Hie first purehase was the south

St
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100 agres of lot l4, whieh was followed by other purchases from
time %o time. I om ﬁépenﬁing upon the éacalinutlana of ny bdrothepr
who was born in the house of his grandfather amd a frequent guest
thore till ho himoelf reached his majorisy, He heard these early
struggles and disappointments repeantedly desoribed by his grande
father, Ny brother slaimed that the university campus had onge
been the property of my grandfather. The County History says shat
Maxson Green ftrst $o0k up lan@ by his brother: but soon after came
into possession of the farm on leot 14, now oosupied by Alfred -
University and part of the south half of the village of Altrad-eeﬁ
My grandfather was & young nan, and refused to be erushed, He
eondinued to aoquire land in various parts of Alfred and the
Vandermark in “ard which was onde a part of the town of Alfred.

fie was.abloﬁgg give each of his boys & farm upen aaehvwaaehing
his m&joritéﬁM lile wa2 a farmer and oxtensive 1aaaown§r. His table
and home were alwaye abundantly supplied, But agtual) money in the
early Gays was hard to get, and when gotten was heardad'fé§ the
payment of caxea. AY) his daye he was most éoaarato and prudens
in his finanoial tranaaatieﬁa. But religion and pudblic enterprias

eould always unloose his parib strings.

Th&ough bée life he was knswn to say repeatedly: I slways
stand for reforn," It was the custom of these pious Sabbath
kgapara to heve whiakey during haying cnd hervesting. It was
supposed to give energy to hired workmem. It was an absolute

necesslty in barn roising, far~grgtu$toua workers would not step



forward unless liquid good.will flowed in abundanee, One day

my grandfather sent my father, then a boy of ten, to the cellar
$o bring & jug of whiskey to the workers im the harvest fiold.
The boy thought tiat what vas good for men must be good for boys,
and sampled the whickey Shrough a straw. Ihe ilmpetuous boy droy
fire into his blood and feoll with his burden besids the puth.

The waiting harvesters bescame iumpatient, and the father hastened
tesar# the house to find what was the matter. He csrried the

boy home, and the parents tried to rosuseitete him without succeus
t411 thoy obtained the heoelp of a physicien. The fathor was a0
enraged, and suddenly aroused to the ovil of inteuperance, that
he rolled ocut of his oollar two barrele of whiskey, one hot yet
opened and one only just opened, and knooked in their hsads with
an ax, and promised his Ged $hat he would never have another drop
in his koaaa oxaopt for nedisine. He¢ was a man of pooitive charage
ter, His a6t was the talk of the countryside, and 1% was told
everyvhere that he would not furnish liquor to men in his employ.
The follewing yeér ho prepared to railse a barn, and & large barn
at that, His neighbors t0ld him it could not be ragised without
liguor, Ie was determined %o earry cut his plan, For $hree weeks
he rode through the ocuntry inviting the peecple to a barn raising
‘without whiskey., «hen the time came there were wany more people
than could bs used in reieing the bern. They hed aome to laugh
at the fiasco., But vhen they saw the long covered tables wish
hot roost boof and pork, and an adbuadance of small d&rink and

g¢ider, they stepped forward with great unaninisy. The barn went



up, asd the £00d and drink were consumesd, and all wers Gone
vinead of the gaaaibility of vaisimg o barn without the uase

of iateoxioating liquor-' Pre. John 3+ Collins hns the orvedis

of organizsing the f{ivst temperande saviety in the town of _

1

Alfred with a total abstinensce pledze., fThat was 1in 1830,
I wonder if my grandfather was not the John the Baptist of
that soc¢iety Ly his dramatie efforts for the advancensnt of

temperanee in the yesps 1827 and 1828,

Luke ﬁaxéon was ever a patron of cducation, He was intele

' lectually nlert, clways o great reader, and loved debato on re-
ligion and poxiszéa, lie gave %o hips three older children the
conmon sehool oducadion of théir time, but &8 his property in-
ereceed and opportunities opened he seant two of the sons, Luke
ané Nathan, =way to cehool, and when the asademy was opened at
41frad he sent his five younger children there, and three of then
after four years study eompleted what vwas regarded as the squivew
lent of 8 vollege ofuoation at thet time, vhen in the second year
of the sohool a building wao ersoted for ito accoumodation, the
tradition of tho family uas that he woags the firpt to nuha@rihu.gﬁx
“he will of hic wife provided not only begquests for two nissione

sry uveeieties, it alsc directed who should be tho beneficioriec

‘ D
oi the scholarship she Lol estoblished in the University. WA

His intereast in edueation finally brought him nisadventure.
An sohool srustes or connittoeman, after Lis wife's death, ke gave
entertainment to a eandidate for sppointment as teacher, 7The young

woman wapg not cppointed, and appealsd to him %o give her sheltey
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$111 she found employment. Then she lald siege to his heart,

lie was lonely, fov his family haé seatdored, and half out of
pity he propoced verzviage. The farnily by latter bitterly pro=
tested, but the old men would not yleld. It was & mistake for

a man to marry a voman nearly fifty yoors his Jjunlopr. Ile was
sorely @}sappolntea in uis Maré Leuiéﬁzggﬁ to0 prond t0 own his
miatakufo Having bosn taugh?t in ny vouth ¢o look upon that nmarriage
a3 a horribvle exemple, I, as a teadheyr of law and gomparative
government, have advooated a statute $hat no person who has
reacghed the age of 60 should be permitted to uwarry without the
consent of a fauily couneil presided over by a public magistrate,

rerhaps the suggeatﬁen wag found in the Ireneh fonmily councils

yroaxdaﬁ over by o justioe of the peace.

Luke Maxeson at lest ha€ 2 promoniticn that he was to die

on & eertain day. le drove to lLornelleville and bought o eansked.
fle ¢alled such of his eﬁ:ldven as ¢oulé be renched. He settled
uy his soeounss ond mode the proper entries in his bookas. On ths
eppointed day he seeusd much %0 ecjoy his breakfaat and the cone |
Veraatiaﬁ, espocinlly as 4t turned to the goutorts of relipgion,
‘hen 1% wos through he caked that his armed rooking chaiyr night
e pulied baclk %o permit Linm to rest. e 399 8%ill, =nd noened
to be asleep, bu% it wng the sleep of &aat§§9 i beloved pastor,
Ldder Hulld, in his abi%uhwy salds "o was a nan of aotive nind,
aad kept hinself well inforumed in rega»d o the loeading lesues

ef the day whether of Church or gfaﬁ&, and was always on ths ocide



of reform, Ie waa’nat only astive as a eitisen, but faithful as

a membey of the chureh, not only £illing his place whether in
meetings for bdusiness or worship, but always ready with his means
to meet the pesuniary responsibilities of the church and the vante

of humanity, in these thinge setting o good example,” \“)

Luke Maxson, the firsteborm of Luke and Lydis Maxson, was
borm 4n 17885 as just related, The second member of this family
was Lydia, dorm in 1788, $the wife of axson Green. I have written

of them as saints and pasrons of edusation,

The third ¢hild of Luke and Lydis was Matthew who wse dorn
in 1790 end died ot Petersburgh May 27, 1812,

The foursh ehild was Martha, born in 1702, She was known as
Pattyvto hayr frxnnas. I have writéen of hey ag the wife of Nathan
Greon, |

The f£ifsh ohild of this family was Mary, familiarly oalled
"Aunt Polly." &She was borm at Petersburgh Sept. 27, 1793, married
Henry Sheldon,who wae hor# in Soush Kingeton, Rhods Island, in
1704« She died Cet, 81, 1878 and he died Fed, §, 1877, She waa
¢onverted and Jjoined the.ehurah at retersburgh when she was thirteen
years old, The writer of this paper visited a great sunt and great
uncle, on the Greem side, at Independence in his childhood, shere

he was under o spell of awe, but Aun$ iolly and Unele Henry he

: . well '
kait,frez the happiest Swo weeks of his ohildhood were apent on

their farm in the town of vard end he thinks of them as saints



not% only %o be zdored, but loved. Ilow truly it was said of

her in her obituary: " Everything was systematically erranged
and her work was fully done,” And very true was the following:
" Her vready and ochoerful welcome nade her houne always pleascant

@3

both to agquaintancdes and strangers.,”

The sixzth child of Luke and Lydils laxson wée Raney who waa
born in 1796, and marzied Joasph Goodrieh. They were oarliy settlers
of Alfred, conming in 1819, ond lived in the part that woa nade the
town of Uerd, Joseph Coodrieh wes very pronminens, reprecenting
the towg_uf Alfred on the committes for the building of the Lrie
Ratlwa;?gaﬁa was the founder of Milton, Wia., and promoter of
fidllton Academy and Colliege, which was to be to ilidssonsin and the
denomination 4in the wead vhat Alfred Univa?ﬁijy wvas % westorn
liew Tork and the denomination 4n the eaatfkiga was o great man
and a wit, He had wiee and full support in(hia’witc. Ny father
and motheyr lived for a number of years at ilton, and so my mother
had a world of ansédote relating to Unc¢le Joseph and Auntfmancy;

She dled November 30, 1857,

'fho ssventh membey of this family, and tht :ouncaét ¢hild
of Luke and Lydia lMaxson was George llaxson, e was boyn a$
Petersburgh, s Y., April 19, 1798 and mareied Phoakgﬁﬂella.
Their farm was on the Vandermark in the town of ﬁaxé§§)na died
May 14, 1863, aond she died Apri} 6, 1878, ihen hies drother Luke

nade hip hejira to Alfred, George was but ten years old, but they



all came with the excsption of Hatthew who Aled soon after
reaghing his majority, and the family was united again in Alfred
after the angaed fathey and nmothexr had jocined them. Goorge by
all sseounts was 2 sucoessful man of affairs, publie spirited,
religiously minded, and home loving. 1 often heard him desoribed
as & man who weo well informed, had well concidered opinions,
hed confidencs in himoeelf, and made money, Yet there was one
story with & touch of the conmie., @hen o Demooxrat from the oute
side Qoxlﬁ same %o Alfred and dered any man to angwer his oute
ragocus assertions, George 'axson maerched econfidently to she
front but when he turned about and faoesd the great orowd, stage

fright struek him dumb,

The gift of effestive publie utterance which failed his
Uncle George belonged in full measure %o Luke Green ilaxcon, my
fasher, All bhis 1ife the lecture platform was o passionate joy
to hims The man who elaimed the oredit of diseovering this latent
power and giving the initial %rainlng was Charles Hartshown,
Therefore 1 some o the relation of the Hastshorn tqmtly te‘Alrvoa
and its University, Jaeed Hartshoyrn, my grandfather, was a Con«

- neotiout sochool teacher of enterprise, vivaecity, and determination,
who marrted‘ia%%?tha ariétoexatia Ranson fomily of Golehester,
deposndsd from Réé%gngmlth of Kingston, Rhode Islands He was a
pioneer of Lebanon, Madison County, lNew York, joining there a

number of his relatives, and he became o leading eitizen and

Justies of the peaca.’ﬁﬂza ehildren inherited the gualities of
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§hiit parents, The oldaﬂ'aon, rhilander, pushing into the
wildernese like his parents, settled at lornellsville, I, Y.,

{now Hlornell) in parstnership with Ira Davenport of Babh. 'He
looked for advantageous settlement for his brothers, who were

all anbitious, Fhilander married a Hornell of Hornellsville,

John, a White of (hitesville, Charles, a ﬁart of Hartsville,

and Ira, the daughter of William Colwell, the leading merchant
orrrriandahip;fﬂln 1938 John Ransom Hartshorn, immediately on
graduation froﬁ nedieal oollege, settled at Alfred, and was

aotive there all his 1ife in the church, and al; publie affairs. Q;S;
le was 8 trustes of ths University and a member of the legislature,
It muat have been that same year that Philander formed a partner
ship with Luke Green when they purchased a previously axisﬁana
store, Philander d1d not reside at Alfred and in 1836 sold out
his interest in the business to hisﬂggotharain~law s Orason Sheldon,
who 444 teke up his residencs thor;j }Hra. sheldon wes a sister

of Philander and John, and like them alive to the interests of
religion and education, I!ir, Sheldon was o shrewd business man,
belonging to a family of wealth., Theyefors I am very sure that
when the projeot of a select sehool or acadeny wae canvassed

this young caubla was eager o support it, They had quarsers

in their home, sentrally located and convenient. 4 biographical
sketeh was read at the funeral of ¥r. Sheldon at the end of o long
mercantile caresr, astating, "That while living at Alfred Center

ho gave a portion of the house he ooceupied for the purpose and

use of a higher grade of sghool than was thenm known in thie part



of $he gountry, and whieh in the events that followed proved

to bde the nuoleus of what ia novw known as Alfred Acedemy and
Unzvoraity¢“¢§%n Decomber, 1837, letters from the family at
Lebanon to John, Jane, and Charles at Alfred indicate that

the Sheldons were still living at Alfred without thought then

of removal, but in September, 1830, Jane at Lebanon writes to

her sister, Cordelin, at Alfred deeply regretting their removal
from Alfred and reculling their happiness there, Her recollection
of the goming ané going of young people and thue nolse of & school
iz her house for o%§§year and part of auother was, 1t ceems, 8ltoe
gotherx doltshtfuli““Ia heyr old age she wasg very proud of her con=-
nection with the beginning of Alfred aniversity.ﬂFOharles Harishorn,
the brother of lirs. Sheldeon, came to Alfred in that sane year,1838,
e made the following entry im his jourmnal under date of Septs. 18,
1837; " 1 aum now reaiding at Lebanon, the place of uy nativity,
and am 21 years of age. Last winter I spent at Alfred, Allegany
County, Taught school four months for 13 déxlara por month." 1In
the Deesmber following he was back in slfred for another winter as
teacher, hat he may have lacked in higher learning he supplied
by hio enterprise and adroitnsss, llany times has he deacridbed to
me, his namepnke, with humorous embellishments his pedagogical
mothods, @ie special oovntribution to the intellectual 1ife of

the community waa the organization of a debating soclety. It was
there he dlscovesred the ability of ay Lfather, o studens in the

new aoadeny, and pressed him into his service, The relation of

these debating socloties to the acandemy, and of the young school
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teacher to Mr. Bethuel Church, ite firet pringipal, is described

by Myrs. Jonathan Allen 28 follows: "Charles Hartshornm, a brother

of Mrs, Sheldon in whose house the school was held, was just from
the East and taught the district school a mile away., These two
men earnestly sympathized in all intellectual work. A debating
society was formed, having its mestings in the aohco; houss ev¥#he
ings, where old and young from all the country round were invited
to disouss questions of publie interssi, eapscially those perteine
ing to education. So far reaching was this 1nr1ue§aa that the

next giﬁter sach distriet for many miles around had its debating
(N

e,

aociet§.“4zmhe younger sisters of Charles Hartshorm, Minerva and
Cordelia, belong almost %o another generation, that of the students
of the academy, not the generation concernsd in ite founding, but

it is convenient to write of them now, completing the narrative

of the relation of the Hartshorn family to Alfred and its University,
“hen the membeys of fho fanily at Lebanon wrafo to the asbsent members
at Alfred in December, 1837, Cordelia wrote of her bdburning desire

to eontinue her education but savw no immediate prospect of her

being able to do s0; dbut in the following year Minerva and Cordelia
were both sent to Alfred, 1In September, 1839, Minerva at Lebanon
wrote to Cordelis at Alfred sadly of the death of her intended,

but sent warm grestings to her girl friends among the students

at 4lfred, The beloved paetér and teacher of my mother, James

R. Irish, wrote a touching farewsll in her album in Septemder,

1840, Cordelia was taking her deparsure from Alfred and its

"agademy., There she had found the most congenial friends she hed



ever known, and one of them was to be her life's companion, .
thoﬁgh they were not yet sngaged. There she had felttthé joy
of aonfessing her Savior in baptism, Ever afterward she had

a deep love for Alfred and 1ts University. I hatataeen hey
turning over the pages of her album, telling aneodotos of each
writer, no longer an aging matron but a vivacious young woman
living over again the two years of 1ntollactuél and spiritual
bloom. She %014 of the wonderful revival and her baptism in
the dead of winter. Tﬁa County History tells of this revival
in the following words; " During the winser of 1838 - 9, Elder
Stillman Coon held meetings whioh resulted in the obhveruion of
many. Forsy were baptized by him in one day in a pond near
Baker's Bridge; the weather being exceedingly ccld and @pick
ice in the pond having to de broken for the oceasion.;$9;ho
lived at Alfred at intervals up to the period of the Givil War
when she and her husband took up their permanent residence at
Hornellsville, N. Y. 'A% one time she owned the lower part of
the g¢ampus where it reaches Main Street, It was aoldtto‘a group

of the faculty and was later transferred to the Univ.raity.igg

Now 1 come to the o0losing and most importdnt part of ny
Chapter of Family History in Relation to Alfred and Alfred
University. It concerns Luke Green Maxson, any father, who was
born in Alfred, Nov, 11, 1817; and died at Hornellsville, M. Y.,
Apri) 6, 1873, Ve was maryied Ooct. 25, 1841, at Lebanop, N. Y.,

to Cordelia Ann Hartshorn who was born June 5, 1820, and died
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et ﬂofnsllsville, Nov. 23, 1886, In writing of his father,

Luke Maxson, 1t was saild thaﬁxg common sghool education wae

given the three older children, but the fourth child, his oldest
son, Luke Green Yexscn, was permitted to aspend years in sducation
es opportunities had now opensd, and ability to meet the cost

had inereased. At first be was sent to study in the home of e
minister at Almond where he was well grounded in Latin and Greek,
Ther he and his next younger brother, Nathan, were sent to DeRuyter,
Medison County, to receive instruction in the recently established
Inssituse. The allowance was 80 meager that the lads nearly
starved, so n letter was sent by the thrifty fathes, born of the
tears of 21l the family; bidding them sBpend more money for their
maintenanes., Upon the opening of the sechool at Alfred with so
ambitious a eurriculum tha? the name Academy speedily came into
use, the Boys were sent toc the new school, and there they were
Joined at onee by their sisters, srminda and ILydis. ZLuke in
Novombér of that year, 1B36, was nineteah years old and had already
made gonsiderable progress. Jonathan Allen was a member of the
same class, but in the January following was only 15 years old,

in four years Luke and his sisters were under the 1nstg§ntton

of three able principals, Beithuel Chureh, James R, Irfﬁi; and
¥illiam C, Kenyon, the last a most remérkable teacher. The number
of advanced students was small, so that it was possible to caver

a wide range of subjecte with advantages eomparable to thoss of

the English tutorial system., My father mastered Daboll's /rithme-
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tie , regarded then as the most diffiecult, in a remarkadly

ahory time and advanced to highey mathematics. He had a pro-
nounced interest in poetry and literature in general, writing
much verse, both blantand rhyued verse, IEven his letiter oon-
fessing love wap in verse. iHls drama on “The White Slave or
Joseph and his Brethern” was played ai Alired wiith great sue-
¢gess and arterwar&‘published, among his papers is a lecture
on'Poetry and Fic?bn. A very especial interest was Geology, .
and hia lecture on this subject was heard in many states on

the lecture platform, So were his lsotures on Physlology, but
these last grew out of his medical education, but the others
were the outgrowth of studies begun in the Alfred Acadenmy. I
£ind a Fourth of Julyvoration, written in 1844, whieh proves

his early interest in history and political science. He was
declared by Professor Larkin, so the family traditich goes,

o be the best Ladtin scholar that ever enisred the Univeraity.<§D
It wae held firmly by that tradition 4hat he had the full
sgquivalent of a college education, théugh the academy had not

yet been legally incorporated, He was the valpdietorian of the
¢lass and wrote the graduation orations for Jonathan Allen and
other members of the ¢lass, He was no doubt older than most

of his elaésmatas and haed a facile pen. Cordella Hartshorn

was not present at the ¢loasing exercises, He wrote a long letter
to her describing them but‘prinoipally to ask her permission shat

he mtsht»viaxt her at Lebanon. He was planning to renew old

agsoeiations at DeRuyter, but his visit there was incidehtal
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to his real purpose, I will make some extended quotationak

from his letter of Nov, 3, 1840:

" Yesterday was the close of the academical termeissees
Sinee you left ilfred I have spent my time for the most part
very delightfully. rarties have not been very numerous but
whenesvar we nest we are in very gzood spirits anl wmirth sits
playfully on every countenanee, but they often remark that one
more is necessary to make their joy complets who has ahoﬁa 8o
brilliantly in their foruer c¢ircecles, Lasi evening I attended
one at Maxson Green's in whioch most of the situdents were préaant,
the room being completely filled and giving an opportunisy to
take nany priVilogea which in a smaller collection we should
not enjoy, as many of thé ladies had to be held from a want of
room for seats. MNr. Niles was present for whom I have mueh
friendship cnd respect, and I am much pleased with his society

as he is very sgreesble in manners &nd counversation,

"You may wish to hear something cone¢erning our exhibition.
I wish I ¢ould speak of it favorably but I was not pleased with
it though some might have been. Some pleces were very good bus
few well spoken, though some very well, There were 12 or l4
orations, one dislogue by the gentlemen, also two from the ladies.
The writers were Arminda aend Lydia A. iaxzson of ome and Abigail
Maxson and Celestia Burdiek of the other, DBeasides thers were

~

seaveral oompositions from other ladies. Mr. Collins and M, Vincens
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had each a Latin as well as an Lnglish oration. The choir be-
sides several set pieces sang three hymns composed for the oce
¢asion, Yoy may wondepr tﬁﬁt I do not speak of the scene in
stronger terms of approbation, but I can in short tell you the
reason. 1 never was so humiliated and left n place in greater
chagrin in my life., Though I uroto‘th orétions in Znglish and
one in Greek, yet I spoke neither, However, the two Znglish
pieces were spoken by those for whom I composed them, one of
vhioh ocoasioned much smiling. But this is not all. 1 reserved
a part of my written jingo to deliver myself, dut oompletely
failed, for as 1t was gquite late in the day many boye ran down
the gallery stairs as I rose to pronounee a long poem in blank
verse, which sc c¢ompletely disconcerted me that after trying one
or two sentences I made an apology to the éongrogatien and took
ny sogt. The choldr said they ﬁore musch disappointed ag a‘part

was somposed for them to sing during my speaking.”

According to family tradition 4t was the proud father that
most felt the humiliation., Blocod tells, and therefore my msuory
to0o falled me'in the delivery of ny college commencement oration,
but I d4id not surreander the rfort but ended with flags flying., Ny
father had completed four yaaia of study in the Alfred Acadeny,
and had in practical effect been graduated, and was the valedic-
torian of his e¢lass., He lasked but & few days of being 25 years
old. In absentia and under forms of Jlaw he was graduated in 1844,
the same year he received his degree in medicine at Gaatleton,‘

Vermont,Medieal College,
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After ecompleting his studies at Alfred he was prineipal o}
+tov the Coudersport, Pennsylvania, Academy %wo school years, and,
returning to Alfred in 1842,bessme County Superintendent of
Sehools as successor of Prof, W. C., Kenyon., In Coudersport$
he had begun the study of law, but was persusded by his wife
and brother-in-law, Dr. John R, Iartshorn, to turn to the study
of medicine, hile superintendent of echools he studied in the
office. of Dr. Ilartshorn. He wea a2t Ceneva Medical College for
& tims, then 2 longer time at Cactleton, wheve he was advised %o
attend certain lec¢tures at New York, and finally received hlp
degree et Castleton in 1844, Among his papers I find two lsstures
for delivery throughout the countpy, one upon the Law Appointing
Deputy Superintendentiof Sehoola, and one upon the Art of Inatruct-
ing Youth, Vhile he was county superintendent of schools and re=
8iding ab ilfreﬁ he wrote a letter to John Gregg, Agent of the
Proprietors of the rhelps and Gordon Purehase under dade of August
25, 184%Z, which was in the interest of Alfraa Acadeny and of such

importance that I will trenseribe i1t:

"Dear Sir: 1 take the responsiblility of sddressing youn on
a subjeet which from the genseral interest you fesl in the education
and improvement of the youth in this country will doubtless elieit
from you some degree of attention. It 15 an application %o you

from the frisnds of a literary institution recently established

- in this plage, to assist them in your e¢apaeity as agent of the

lands lying in this viednity.
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"I will give you a2 short scocount of the condidion and
wants of the institution. Some thfee or four years since
the people of this town and those adjolning, wishing %o secure
grester sdvantages than the diatriet schcools furnished for the
sducation of their children, contributed funds for building o

emall agademy. After this was in succesaful operation for two

years it was thought to be inesdequate %o supply bhe wants cof she

community, and it was accordingly enlarged the last summer by
erecting a large, convenlent, and elegant structure which isg an

ornement to the place end the glory of the scclety, end ia gener-

- ally known undexr the title of Alfred iLcadeny and reuckerfs seminary.

" In building and furnishing this institution the truastees
have spared no expensce té warrant {ts successful operation, and
0 give 4t &2 high standing and‘elevated charaster, Singe it has
now opened with two departments it has the most flattering pros-
peoets of extensive usefulness. But in making these enlargenents
and improvements large dabt§ have been contracted by the building
committee which the soclety is unable to pay. The patrons now
wish %o furnish the académy‘with & more sxtensive librery and
larger apparatus, and to put the institution under the patronage
of the state. But by ﬁhe present pecuniary embarassment of the
country they find it impossible to raise funds to do much toward
1iqu1datiﬁg the claims already againat them, 1In this emergeney
they turn with mueh confidence to you, doubting not that from the

noble spirit of liberality whieh your munificence on various oce

casions induces them %o think you possess, ‘you will do what you



can to assist them in a ¢ase whieh has the common benefit

and improvement of oux sitizens for its objeet. They ask

you as a favor, that, as the eitizens of thig town and vi-
cinity have paid much money for their lands to the proprietors
of whom you are the prineipal agent, you will, acting under
your agency, assist their institution by making a donation

$0 1t of s0 muoh wild or unimproved lend lying in this town
as you oan oonsistently with your offisial duties. The people
hgmbly think they have some ¢laims, and also that you are the

moat sultable perscn on whou to urge thenm,
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I believe 1t is common for landholders to assist such
kinatituhions of learning. 1 was principal the last yesr of
an agadeny in Fennsylvania to whioh the agent aeting for the
landholdere gave 160 aores of land, some part of which was ime
proved and all in the immediste vieinity of the eounty seas,
We trust you will be able (even if there is a possibility that
you have not the authority at present) to extend to us a similar

lidberality.

* our eounty has had the reputation of being very poor, but
its resources begin tc be eonsiderably developed, and the land
which yeu ﬁay present to us may aia us much in our smbarassmentas.
You will gratify us much by writing soon and informing us what
you ¢an do, I saw a few days singce the agents at Bath, and they

directed me to refer the subjeet to you, saying if any statements
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were made out in writing, they would forward them on %o you,
We tranomit this gommunication direatly to you for your favor-
able consideration and aetion. | |
| | Your obedient servant,

L. G. Maxson, Deputy Superintendent
of Common Se¢hools for the County of Allegany. Done by order and
in behalf of‘the trustees and ﬁutldins committee of Alfred Academy
and weaehar‘a’seminary.” 1 wonder what the relation of the Uni~-

versity lands,so~¢alled ,was to this application made in 1842,

In my father's very setive and adventurouq 1ife it waa always
8 delight £o return to his native Alfred, an@ his pride in the
ﬁhivorsity was great, When his fatal 1llnes had begun to threaten
his life, he revived his ﬁouthrul enthusiaem for education by
attending aad reportiné for the presa the Alfred University annie-
versaries of 16?2. When he was dend the Alfred press carraapohécnﬁ

paid a tridbute to the deep 1ntaraat in the sehool whieh he had

always ahovn.ifig
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Sept. 19, 1884, Children: Luey S, Barber(dMrs, William Barber),
Laura S, Rounds(lirs. David H, Rounds), and Lydia S. Kenyon
(Mrs. Jarvis S. Kenyon).

2, Almira, born Aug. 17, 1813, married Truman Place, 06t,

31, 1833, died Feb, 6, 1897. Children; William 0., Milo S.,
James H., and Bwo daughters, Urs. Sarah C, Ryno, and Mrs, Ophelia
Moland,

3, Busebia, born Jan, 25, 1815, nmarried Perry Sweet Nov, B,
1833, dled Aug. 10, 1870. Ohildren: 2 daughters.,

4, Dr., Luke Green Mexson, bora Nev, 11, 1817, married

Cordelia Ann Hartshorn Oct. 25, 1841, died Apr, 6, 1873, Children;
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54,
58

56,
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Dr. Milton Ransom Maxson, and Charles Haridshorn Maxson.

5. Dea: Nathan Yiazson, born Oet, 23, 1819, married
Isaboella Wells, died Ped, 17, 1858, Children: Mras. Phoebe
J+ Carr, Mrs, Mary G. Burdiek, Nathan B, Maxzson, and one other,

6, Arminda, born 1BR1, wnarried (1) Rev, James Holdane Cochran,
fa) John Ellis, dié& 1889, Ohildren: lirs. Bffie Cochran Andrews,
Dr, George D. Coehran, and Willlam . Ellis,

7. Lydia Ann, born Hov, 24, 1823, merrled George Polter
Maxson Oet. 25, 1852, dled Mar. 21, 1806, Children: John,
Caroline Elizabeth, and Trederiek.

8. Gecrge Rusasel iMaxson, born June 12, 1832, married Lydis
Babooel, died Oet., 12, 18903, <OChildren: Georze(drowned), Effie
(4rs, D. F., Baker), Hattle Mazson, and Nellile lMaxson.

The segond wife of Luke Maxaon.‘Mary Loulisa Ilorton, in 10201
bare‘%he,uams of Mary'Louisa‘Mazson Tivol, |
Obituaries of both and their tomb stones.
Allegany County and its People, p. 1254.
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and Jerusha Ransom{July l@,l??g ~ Jan.9, 1855), married Aug.
28, 1803, were the following:

1, Philander I, Hartshorn, born Aug. 6, 1804, married Anne

Horaell, died Oc%. 31, 1866. Child; Nary Madalia, after whom
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2, Ransom Hartshorn, bdorn Jume 18, 1806, died Nov. 28, 1811,

3; Mary Madella Hartvshorn, born May 20, 1808, married David
Maydole May 5, 1830, disd Sept. 6, 1848, Children: Mrs. Madells
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Sophia White, {2}.Mrs. Lura Van Buskirk, died June 12, 1871. OChild,
¥Mrs,. Sophie . DBrown.

6. Charles Hartshorn, born Dee. 6, 1819, married Cordelia Hart
in 1848, died Aug. 20, 1887, OChild: Charles Hart Hartshora.

?“Minerva FE. Rartshorn, born June 4, 1818, married Bigelow
Pagker in Feb,,1841, died April 14, 1881, OChildrens Mras., Ninerva
Brown and another daughter.

8., Cordelis inn Wartshorm, born June 5, 1820, married Luke
Grecn Maxson 0Oct. 25, 1841, died Nov. 23, 1886, Children: Dr,
¥ilton Ransom [laxson, and Ohzrles Hartsﬁorn Haxson,

9. Ira Davenport Hartshorn, born O6t, 80, 1822, married
Eligabeth Colwell in 1852, died Nov, 19, 1804. OChildren: Lillian
(Mpa. A, B. Persons), Frederick C,, and Marshall. |
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81, Miss Caroline E, Haxson has o0ld papers which say that in the



select school there were 15 gentlemen and zzfladies, and that‘

eagh pald three dollars,
62, Life of Jonathan Alien'by'hia dife, p. 30,
63, Allegany County and i¢s Feople, p. 638;
64, Life of Jonmathan Allen by his Wife, p. 83:
65, The Alfred University, Vol, IIX, Ho.4, pp. 29, 30,
66, The Alfred University, Vol. IIX, No.4, May 1891,
67, Maxson, M, Ry Recolleg¢tions,
68, MOTE ON MEMBERS OF MAXSON AND HARTSHORN FAMILIES WHO WERE STUDENTS

AT ALFRED. |

The following ohildren of Luke Maxson completed the four year
oourse: Luke CGreen Maxson, Arninde vaxson, and Lydia A. Maxson,
Other children~;3§aae&~%o haye been studenis in the Agademy: Hathan
Maxson and George R, Maxson. The following grendehildren were students
there; I4ilton R. Maxson and Effie Coc¢hran, who boarded with my mother.
No doubt other deseendants, residing at Alfred, have been stndanti in
the University. The following children of Sadob Hartshorn were atudents
at Alfred: Minerva Hartshorn, one year, and Cordelia A, Hartshorn, two
yeads, The following granﬂehildrén iere students there: Madelis ua:d#lo
and Minerva Packer(bosh neices of my mother, boayding with her),0thers
were Jobn Ransgom Sheldon and Eradsrtqk Me Sheldon, as witnessed by
letters and biographies. Probably Sephie Hartshorn studied there.
My brother has beon mentioned above. The following great grandechildren
were sfudanfs there; 'ﬁilliam 0, Sheldon and Mery Shelden(Mrs. Dr. Stevenson),
Thia paper is submitted by Charles Hartshorn Maxeon, Professor

of Politieal Soience, Univeraity of Pennsylvania, 1008 South 47th Strest,
Philadelphia, Pa,, Nov. 9, 1938,



