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This week Alfred University enters uson the

fourth ausrter of 1

1

ts First century of work. Seventye

five yerrs of educational work, of nistory -nd tredi-

D%

\

tion =zre behind us end 211 the Tuture lies veflore

«

e

us. #or o collepe, ot o queriter of o century oo

the firet, bubt centary unon century of
zrowtll, nrogress and echilevement, mwust e reckoned
unort, For individurls, time 1ls mecsured by years,
or =t most by deceades; Dbul for colleges rnd uni-
versitieg, it 1s messured by centuries. Vool the
college stludent builds into nhis Life he uses &nd
enjoys Torv tnhree or four or Tive deceades, wut vhet
e bullds into his college w111l hsve 1ts influence

£
L

A college onening »ddress s lwo nolnts o

)

view, Tt hss the nezy look snd Lhe Tar look. It

¢ whoge 1life is young whiea the first

£
<

gees Lie colle

century is nassed. College 1i7e wegins in the stud-

enat in the near look. It ends, if it encs well, oy

expeadiag to ianclude tuwe far look.



Ho freslunen can gsey wilh nuch consclousiess of

its weening "y Alme Laler, But the senior wio
cen utter thel word withouwt ¢ swellins hesrt end
feclinges of endecirient, hes not fulfilled Jhe possi-
vilities of college 1ife,
I would meke this openiny eddregs nore Lhnn o
welcome tihough I wish 1t to te ell thet o welcome
cen he, Personslly fnd es representing the tesche
ing steff, I welcome with grect joy the weturning
students. I congratulste you unon all ovrogress and

» lhe ve=-

=

:chidevenenlts of the nest. 1 commend you fo

%]

3 for the evident ourpose

zinning you have mede &n
now slhiown by your onresence here to continue the good

work elrecdy begun. I trust, ny young friends, you

will pex. it no severity of tesks imnosed wnvn you,

no sellf-denisl or secrifice you may be celled upon
to  endure to chill your enthusizem for & college
educetion or to deflect _ou from the nrogrem of 1ife

-

ich yvou hmeve wepned oul in your entrance unon a

codlege ecducation. Your continucnce of this work

brings to you ncw visioans of twuth, new cowers to
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see 2nc Jrasp £nd utilize the truth. Ve welcone you

pecelk tTu college vecause we kKnow you £nd love you ag

friends end students, but we welcome you vlso becsuse

of the nev fieldsg vwhick still lie before you, wvich
in uwnexnlored treszsures of knowledge rnd nover..

v

Ten ~lso we hove o

» college course,
The c¢ollege Topily is unigue in its annual cut-

golnge end incomings. Teost spriang & cless greducted

end o vent forth Trom us. They hed been with us four
verra,  They nepd become greatly endenred tu us by

7 Y

persanal interest snd friendshin nnd services rendered.
Tut thie end of & college educstion is uot to

remein elweys in college. It is rather tuv be strength-

eped rnd fitted by Tour yecrs of study to he better

end more useful citizensg in the greet world into vwihich

gou ©ve g0 soon groducted end sent Towth., 29 &s

senlor clesses leave thie Alma Fetey, thelr places

must be filled by vromotions end the ranks of the

0 v

promoted must be filled un hy now recrults. Freshe-
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men cre the new recrults in the college family end
vnon them depends the continuence of the feoully #nd

the perpetuetion of the college. It is not strenge

o+

hervefove thet we who remein end lobor fron yeorw

Lo yenry heve ¢ very ¥een sense of nlevegure ond vwele
core @8 new frees come cmong us ond nevw freshuen
teke uc the work of college life. To you, then, ve
give & wost heerty snd cordiel welcome also.

A recent writer in "Success" was esking "Does
it pey to levor to scquire ¢ college educstion?" |
"Succegs" enswered, "Does it voy to neke life &
glory instecd of & grind? Does it pay to  open
e little wider the door of & narrow 1ife? Does 1t
pay to edd power to the lens of the microscone or
the telescope? Does 1t pepv to know now to take
the dry, dresry drudgery out of life? Does it
ney to toste the exnilavetion of feeling one's
rowers unfold? Doeg it pay ie push one's norizon
fartiier out in order to get a wider outlook or &

clearey vision®?



o one of those znswers or duestions mention
money or finencial rewsrd, but they speck rather of
manhood, of charecter and of power to be and do,.

It is such & view of the vslue of educetion thet I
would Leve you 211 vnossess., Young neonle sometimes
ask re which course in college will furnish the larg-
est income. Which will be the quickest road to a
good salary? Such inguiries are wide of the mark !
They fall fer short of the true estimste of the worth
of & college educetion., Does it vey to be nore =&
man, more & true a wise and a worthy women? Will =a
college education help to sccomplish these results?
If so, it will pay; if not, it will not pey.

Cherescter ig the chief agset of 1life, Charscter-
huilding nroecesses are the most imnortent processes
of education and tlie college course thaet is most
worth while is the college course that is largest
in the charscter-~building elements.

It is not imoossible to‘acquire an education
and rnobility of cheracter without the aids of col=-

lege, but such achievements msde ere in spite of



the handiceps and not vecause of them. College end
college life multinly meny-fold the frcilities for
acquiring sucl culture. Without them, the process
is 1oﬁg andé tedious end often beffling, Colleges
ere institutions founded by philanthiropy to meake
such educetion available to zny who will seek it.

Lerge invéstments of wesltk in buildings, ecuip-
ments a&nd endowments are essentiel to a college, but
ricre then thig, thie presence of cultivated wen and
vonienn &s teachers is indispensible. Alfred is lia
berelly blessed with these essentiels. The third
reguisite for a successful college is a student-body
of earnest, cepeble and well-disposed young men end
voren. I flatter myself thet Alfred is zlso blessed
with this essentiel,

These three elements, property, teacliers and
students, moke up what I like to think of &s & mini-
cture democracy. It is a group of indiﬁiduals of
differing sges znd stteinments essociated togetlier
in the enjoyment of temporary ownership of property,

in some sense held in trust for others, but at the



present used to its full capacity for thie purvoses

of culture and choracter-hbuilding; a democracy in
which the individuels are not anarchists end icono=-
clests Tut ere law-nbiding citizens, though living

and working together with large liberty in individuel
thought end initietive. Property rights are respect-
ed, not so much becausge of police regulations as be-
cause of the sense of common ownersiin znd a sense

of common responsibility for the nreservetion and con-
gervation of all these material instruments of in-
struction end culture. Regulations are resvected and
conformed to, not so much in the feesr of punishment
for violetion as in conscicusness of the desirability
of constitutional government end in the wish to pro-
mote unity, order snd proficiency. ierit is re-
gpected end rewarded because meritorious conduct,
atteinment and cheracter are the primavy vurposes

for which this democrecy exists end whiclhi has crused

s

ite incdividuels to voluntarily assume nembersiip end

to tzke unon themselves the osth of citizenship.



If eny persons do not wish so to conform to
this government of thie democracy, whether its con=-
stitution be .cadified law or, like the constitution
of Englend, treditionsl, then such individuals c¢o
not belong in the democrecy and should a2t once te-
teke tlhiemselves to more congenisl climes where they
cen ve enarchists in fect 8 well as in spirit or
vhere they cen feel tlie heel of autocracy hold in
pl=ce epirits too smell end turbulent Lo enjoy the
ingtitutions of democracy.

A distinguished authority on constitutionsl
leaw recently said of the King of England: "He is
z constitutional monarch. As such, he liss thivee
rights: namely, the right to be consuvlied, the
right to encourage and the right to warn." If the
English people heve the true spirit of democracy,
thése are the essentiel ctrerogatives of a sovereign
and trenquility end unity of governmeﬁt are assured.
If the people are unworthy of such & government,

danger lies ehesad,



I hope you heave not missed the point of this
discussion; namely, that the iceecl college democracy
ls denendent solely upon the intelligence #nd good=
will of the individuels composing it. When intelli-
gent ond welladienocsed membhers of a2 college community
live up to the true spirit of & democracy, vublic
sentiment is on a high vlane and anything derogator
to this high public sentiment meets vprompt znd hearty
condemnation by 211 the members.

Alfred Las mede commendeble progress in recent

-

years in the spirit and prectice of self-government,

end the ideels of democracy which I have set Torth
would still further promote that progress.

The lionor system in exsminations is perliaps the
most important step in this direction. It haes head &
salutary influence upon 21l college life and work,end
21l theat is needed to verfect it is the hearty and
loyal co-operation of the student body in carrying

out the regulations adopted by the students and ap=-

oroved by the faculty.
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The student senate is serving & veluable pur-
posge in the college end merits the dignified regerd
of 211 students of the college, including the members
themselves.

The orgenizaetion of clubs emong the students for
boerding accommodetions and better home 1ife 1is slong
right lines. Ag the student-body increrses in Alfred,
it is less end less nossible for gll students Lo be
welcomed into the homes of the villege of Alfred,
however znxious our citizens mey he to welcome our
students end »yromote their lome life. It will be
nore and more necessary for students to orgenize and
work together to meke their college home lif'e cesthetic
and refining as well as ethicsl, I believe there are
lorge possibilities in better club orgenizations,
where, under apnroved frgulations, groups of students
of the same sex shall be housed and homed together,
This eposlies to both men znd women. Beginnings have
been mede in Burdick Hall and other clubs; but much

remeins thet might be done o&nd that I hope will be

done in thie near future. A little more expenditure
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for the seke of zesthetic culture end congenial home
life is money well expended.

The self=government nrogram of the young ladies
in the Hsll is most{ commendable znd I hope it will
be more and more perfected along the most spproved
lines. T would like to venture the Lope thst some
day Ladies Hall will be coanstituted & club or soci-
ety controlling its own hesrding denartment as well
zg its own dormitory homes. What a fine smbition
to be echieved, to meke Ladies Hall & club of fifty
or rmore young viomen, running their own boearding de-
nertment end mnsintaining their owt home life, ns di~
rected by good teste ond conforming to sesthetic end
refined ideals, the nmost populsr home in the college
for our young ledies! Self-povernment is a beginning
whick, wisely administered, can lead to tliis result.
How much bvetter if the young women now rooming in
privete homes, sonetimes ot much soclel disadvantage,
coulc be grouped together in & home owned and con=
trolled by the group as & club of socliety, where

the boerding as well &s the rooming could be under



thie direction of the members and 211 conducted in
good form, contributing to the sociel rnd zesthetic
1ife of the members rs well os to thely plhiysical coui=

y

“ort and welfore !

-y

=y

Closely rveleoted to ilne Lome life of students is
thelir religiocus welfere. In specking of this subject
I do notv vefer to any pearticulsy church, creed ow
denominetion. I sm thinking of Protestant, Ceavnolic
and lebrew wlike. The feculty for religion isg a
feculty with which 211 men are more or less endowed,
Its cultivetion is ¢ recognized blessing to all.

It is a misforitune for any individual to be
denrived, in the deys of hils childhood end youth, of
religious instruction &nd guidsnce., It is alstill
greater wisfortune for any individusl to come to
menhood end womsnhood with no conscious exnerience
of religious emotions, ropes and purnoses. Scarcely
less a misfortune is i1 for any young person who Lus
hed relizious training in ciildhood Lo trrow it aside
on entering college or while in college wnd thereby

starve and stultify kis own soiritusl nsture by de=-



o

priving it, wihile in the wost importent veriod of
morel develonment, of the conscious experiences of
religilon.

Wirile onening ite doors to 11 studeals on &
bonwd non-sectarien besis, Alfred hes slweys stood
end will continue to stand for 2 veligious life on
students end ¢ll reg-

P B YRR . ey
tiie mwoert of i1is teachers o

couracement will be given Lo religious

gsonanle e

ok

thouzlit endé cctivity without vestriction of creed
or denomination.

The Christisn cssocistions represent the orgae-
ized interv~denominetional ectivity of 1he siudents
end {the wovk of the gsgociations ls comuended to all.
Also the Sundey services of Ulie college ere provided
for @1l who do not vrefer to worsiis with the villege
chivrel which cordlelly invites eny wic so desire to
unlte in the wowrship of the Sebuath,

I commend systemstic Bible study eltiner through
college ov seminery clesses for Bible study, through
the Bible Sciwole of the church or the College Sun=

dey Congregetion, or through the Zible classes of
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the Christien Assocliations. I Dbesverk your symppbtli-
etic nresence in the deily wmoralng »reyers of {le
College.

In this addyess I nave dwelt szt length unon tue
sociel, esestiietic ond relizious side of our ¢ollege
life, bvecouse 1 believe thet,of ¢ll the good things
thiet college 1life vrings, these sre the Thest snd the
most imcoxrtant. Some other vlicses of progress plenned
in our colliege 1iTe and work mey be mentioned in pass-

ing.
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A distinet edvence is mede this vesr in the eii-

37 2 -

oloyment of & treined expert in Physical Traianing to

zive 1ide eatire time to this work. Reguired Physi-
c%l Yreining work Les also been extended to include
gophowores as well ass freshmen., It is nooned thet a
more genersl benefit than ever before will be felt
by the entire student body through o more general
participetion in sthletic activities.

It is elso lioped thiat such inter-collegicte

sthiletics as erve undertaken may be more carefully

organized and nrotected znd more successfully nro-
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secuted, The eliwmination of inter-collegicote bosket-
ball lest yeer Dy the students was & sten in the dia-
rection of the recommendotion of the faculty; neomely,
thet only one inter-collegiaste srnort be underteslen,
end thet such Tunds eg we can ralse and our best
effort ve concenirated oa thet one suort to meke it
& real asuccess, Since trie giudent-body voted to
continue foot-ball for this senson, 11 seems to me
tiret & systern of finencing it well should he deter-
mined upon wefore the schedule ig z2dopted, ¢nd then
thet the geme be tried out for =211 that it is worth,
nutting 211 our vesources for the yeer inve it to
mrke it worth the »loying.

Of course, 1t 1s a0l the degire of the foaculty
to eliminete Intro-mural, inter-clsss or inter-dee-
nertuent gares  of other sports. Possibly, sowetldng
can be done samong ourselves with bosket-bell, even
witl outdoor courts. Certainly somethins can be
done among ourselves in beseball, even though no

intercollegiate gemes are scrheduled for the present,

The Presicent believes that ve are now nrepared to



reke o wiser snd better sdjustment of these »nroblems
thien ever hefore,

In the dencrtwent of “hyslics £ very considerable
suwchose of anperatus hos been added Lo the equip-
ment, =2nd the courses sre Lousnt by o specialist
wizoge Lreining and ebility sive promlse of & very
substenticl growth in ithe efficiency of the depuri-
ment. I hione & lerce number of students will sveil
thienselves of the odvenlages offered in these courses,

I will not delsy to eanumerate otlier winor evi-
dences of orogress which you will discoﬁer for your-
gelvesg, Qur Faculty sve = 1ittle vetter pold thean

ther heppler ond

A

‘]

fan

11 fin

jode

legt yenr end I hope you w
eveirn more inspiring than ever before,

You hzve been handed a comoiletion of faculty
regulations, iwmoortent Lo giuvdents, whiclhh orve ot
new tul sre merely ossenibled fronm several yecrs of
freulty meeting recovds. Ve liope tliegse will prove
convenient cnd welnful to you in Temilisrizing your-

gselves with the crystalized exnerience and decisions

ol wmany yesrs,
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the bheginning of =any yesr
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Friend you th

meny pends have ey

these bulldinga

eyected

of ihousandg of dollars,

Loo mescel salaries of

e

€

b

tors. The nowinel charges

cidentels do not more then

of the cere unkeev of

wcation at Alfred

of others to you., Doubly

Joy scrolersiln ssistence

of the love,

lavors of those nen
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blessed ALT

&nad

siven

the

ig this
. YOou
thhe secrifice,
end womern who s

denht of &

-17

is the l=zrgest iu

e et

rov rgsenibled at

enLs €

nd betlLer

cad the

nriched

equinprd them. Tundreds

ng endowments, pay ilhe

the nrofessors ond instiruc-

nmede Tor tudtion and ine

pey lhe ennuel expenses

buildings in wnich you

3
is
YOW Eflm
are the veneficiaries

the philenthrony ond

=ve mrde Alma
collese man Lo his
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Alme Ueter is one which he cen never fully ooy, no
motier how gretefully ond senerously he wmay conbri-
bute to ner needg in of ey yerrs. Sul tlie best hew
towe vl

ginning e cen meke © thet debt is

to build something of value into ker 1life vwiile he
is wuillding crhewecter inlto nis own duriag kis college
(-}‘;j;‘\/rs .

(-



