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Abstract: Pine Hill 1s a tract of land that is used often by Alfred University students and
faculty, but its history has not been well recorded. The forest has been mentioned fondly
in diaries and memoirs of students and faculty, and the history of its development goes
back to 1824. Records show that (his acreage has changed in composilion from dense
forest, to farmland and grazing fields, to a reforested recreational area for the University.
Past and present Umiversity leaders have shown their dedication to the environment and
campus beautilication through vast planting and reforesting projects on Pinc Hill. Yet,
the develepmental history of this valued tract has not been reviewed in depth and an
accuraic map of the current Pine Hill has not been created. Due lo the importance of this
land to the University, an in-depth historical study of the management of Pine Hill woulkd
be an important tool to be used by current students and faculty. The new {rail inap and

discoveries from this study will be presented.,

INTRODUCTION

Pine Hill is located on the east hillside in Alfred, New York, within Great Lots 14, 15,23

and 24, The University segment of the hill runs on the east side of the University, along a
north-south line en the crown of the hill, beginning at Hairpin Turn, and ending behind
the President’s House, The rematning slope continues to the southern end of Pine Hill
Drive. Pine Hill is valued as a resource by the communitly and Umversity alike, yet litile
of'its history has been recorded. Individuals are quite familiar with the site, yet a
comprehensive picture of this hill has not been compiled. The objective of this study is to
build a base of historical information about Pine Hill, showing how its history has been

mtertwined with campus and community life,



The history of Allegany Counly and the settlement of Alfred provides a
background for the understanding of Pine Hill. Settlement of Alfred began in 1807 by
Nathan and Edward Greene, and farms were established along the valley (see figure 1),
Pine Hill’s development began when 100 acres was purchased from the Phelps and
Gorham Land Company, by Maxson Green in 1824 (Norwood, "Evolution," dale
unknown). Green used the land for grain production and pastureland (Norwood, 1957).
I 1846, when the University obtained this land through a series of deeds and parchases,
the northern side of Pine Hilt evolved with the growth of the University, New huildings
were carved into the hillside, and the grounds were sculpted 1o enlice more young
scholars 1o the University. Footpaths were established going over the hill, providing
access to the University for individuals living in Railroad Valley and for those who
owned farms on the south side of the hill. Some of these paths faded back into the hill
through replanting efforts, while others have transformed inlo paved roads that exist
today.

Trustees, former presidents and students have worked hard (o preserve the forest
ﬁresource on the hill, aithough there have been recent plans to develop the site by building
fraternity houses and student accommodations. The sile is often used by athleies,
professors, hikers, bikers and community members, providing a safe, convenient area for
students and faculty to enjoy the outdoors., The dual ownership of Pine Hill, with Alfred
University on the north side and privale residences on the south side, has allowed Pine
Hill to be an evolving vesource as the needs of the community have changed through

tirme.



Much of the history of Pine Hill remains buried in oral historics within the
community and this project only scratches the surface. However, here | paint a picture of
Pine Hill as a village resource and as a cultural and integral part of Alfred University and

the Alfred community.

EARLY HISTORY OF ALFRED AND ALLEGANY COUNTY

Before the scttlement of Alfred by carly pioncers, Native American tribes lived on
the land. The Seneca (ribe was the maost populous in the Genesee Valley and would set
up camp here in Alfred to hunt game. Thelma Palmiter, an Alfred resident, reealls her
grandfather mentioning the Sencca tribes camping in Alfred. At that time the Canacadea
was wider than it 1s now; therefore, they may have also fished in the creek (Palmiter,
pors. comm. ). The Seneca tribe was part of the Troqueis Confederacy, a group that
included the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, and Cayugas. The iribe believed strongly
in establishing peace, creating a constitutional government systent, and diminishing
violence among their people. The Senecas, called the “Great Hill People,” were the
Fé‘iz’gesi nation within the Iroquois Confederacy. They were industrious people, growing
agricultural products such as com, beans, squashces, melons and fobacco. The women of
the tribes were the main owners of the land and the property upon it, while men were the
hunters, gatherers and defenders of the communitly (Clawson, 1926).

Efforts to maintain a peacetul socicty did not last for long. Between 1777 and
1779 the colonists were fighting against the London War Ministry, They had formed a
military barricr along the Hudson River and intended to isolate New England and claim

New York [or settlenient. At this time, the Native Americans were persuaded to combine



forces with the British and were placed under the leadership of Brandt, a well-known
warrior of the time. This addition of Native American forees strengthened the Byitish
army, along with the local resources the natives provided. These combined forces
wreaked havoce throughout the state especially in Wyoniing (located south of Batavia) and
Cherry Valley (located near Cooperstown), New York. George Washingten worked hard
to ereate peace with the Native Americans and dissuade them from promoting the British
cause, but his efforts were in vain. In 1779, he decided to launch an attack against the
Native Amertcans to diminish their aid to Britain. Washington ordered General John
Sullivan to atlack the Iroquois Confederacy, and this invasion devastlated the Native
American tribes, Houses were burned, crops were destroyed and over 160,000 bushels of
grain were lost. This attack initiated the break-up of the Iroquois Conlederacy and
opened the Genesee Valley for setilement of pioncers. Although the attack was
devastating, the elfect on the Seneca (ribe was not as drastic and some members of the
Seneca tribe chose to stay in the Alfred arca (Clawson, 1920).

Different povtions of Western New Yok were owned by Massachusctts,
£i§nnecticut and Pennsylvania, vet the Indians still laid claim to the land. In 1788, Oliver
Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham bought 2 million acres from Massachusctts for about one
shilling per acre. Then, during another meeting at Buffalo Creek, New York, on July 8,
1788, the Indian nations confirmed this "Gorham and Phelps” purchase, and were
moderately compensated for giving up the land. Alfred was one of the towns established
from this purchase (Clawson, 1926).

Prior to the Phelps and Gorham purchase, and the mnvasion of Sullivan, the land

was in pristive condition. Forests were undisturbed apart from the pathways cleared by



Native Americans. However, these trails, along with paths carved out by buffalo, moose,
and elk, barely made the land accessible to white settlers. Settlement was difficull:
pioncers would travel for miles on foot, cutting through dense forests full of wild beasts.
New settlers who had not constructed houses often slept on beds of hemlock needles,
with the sounds of the open forest {o lull them (o slecp (Clawson, 1926}.

Pioneers ground farms out of the Alfred soil. The trees were often burned to clear
the land because it was oo difficult 1o cut and remove them, and the potash (ash})
production served as a source of small income for seitlers {Clawson, 1926). Secttlers
throughout New England cleared their land late in the summer, by hand with an ax, and
then bunited the stumps early in the spring before the land “greencd up.” The resulting
ash was used for gunpowdcer and soap making (Wessels, 1997). Tt is assumed that
agricultural fand in Alfted was clearcd similarly, as many of the settlers migrated from
New England.

Pine trees were ihe most einmbersone (o settlers, due to their enormous size.
They were awkward to drag over the land, and access to rivers to transport the logs was
iimii’cd (Child, 1926). The Alfred arca had an cnormous amount of harvestable pme.
Those that were cut were sold for fifty cents a piece and used to make shingles; usually
8,000 shingles could be made from one log (Clawson, 1920). Intense logging of the
Fastern white pine (Pinus strobuy) starled tn 17th century New England to supply the
British navy with ship masts. Towards the middie of the 19th century, settlers moved
westward and repeated the process of harvesting the Easiern white pines (Wessels, 1997).
(Other native iree species cleared in Allegany county were red oak (Quercus rubra), white

oak (Quercus alba), pin cak (Quercus palustris), swamp oak (Quercus bicolor), black



oak (Quercus veluting), cucumber magnolia (Magnolia acuminata), tulip poplar
(Liriodendron tulipifera), red maple (Acer rubrum), silver maple (Acer saccharinum),
striped maple (Acer Pennsylvanicun), shagbark hickory (Carye ovata), smooth hickery
(Carya glabra), bigtooth aspen (Populus grandidentata), quaking aspen (Populus
trenudoides), white ash (Fraxinus americana), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica),
American beech (Fagus grandifolia), black cherry (Prunus serating), American
basswood (7ilia americana), American elm (Ulmus americana), hormbeam (Carpinus
carcliniana), BEastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), and Anierican chestmut (Castanea
dentata) (White, pers. comm.). Several of these species still exist on Pine Hill today,
such as the red cak, black oak, white oak, pin cak, red maple, silver maple, striped maple,
bigtooth aspen, white ash, American beech, black cherry, and American basswood, yet
none Lo the cxtent that they did years ago.

Baker's Bridge (now Alfred) and Alfred Center were the two most prominent
scitlements i the Gencsee Valley in 1807, In 1808, Luke Greenc settled on "Sugar Hill,”
(located approximately to the east of Baker's Bridge) along with Peter Rose, Jabish Odell,
ﬁowfand P. Thomas, Abel Burdick, Weeded Witter, Samuel Lanphear, Christopher
Crandall, and Samuel Thomas. The first house was crected in 1809 by Edward Greenc
(sec Figwre |).

Pioneer life was hard for Alfred residents. The year 1816 was espeeially trying; i
was known as “the year without a summer.” This was due to the eruption of an
[ndonesian voleano that altercd the climate. Frost formed every month of the year, which
made farming virtually impossible. Allred's main source of food during this time was

through their own farms, thercfore settlers suffercd [rom severe starvation. Many had



said that if it were not for the help provided from the Land Office the town would have
starved fo death.

The population in 1836 of Alfred was small, filling only twelve, one-story houscs.
Alfred houses were simple; they covered a space of about twenty by twenty-six feet and
were made of round logs held together with split beams, The exterior was made of clay
and flooring was made of split logs while the windows were left bare (Clawson, 1926).

Most carly setilements and businesses in Alfred were concentrated along the Canacadea
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Creek, on the valley floor (seen in Figure ).

Life was hard for settlers. New Englanders decided to move west to find “greener
pasturcs” because their soils were exhausted by raising sheep. In the early 1800°s there
was a wool craze in Vermont and by 1824, there were over 1.1 million sheep grazing on
Vermont fields. Farmers were trying to make the most of therr land, so they overstocked
their {arms with sheep, using every picce ol land possible, even the hillsides and rocky
mountaintops. Forests were cleared away to ercate pastureland, and the stumps and logs
lefl over were fashioned mto crude fences to contain the sheep. It was required by law
that these fences be al least four and a half fect high te contain the animals, otherwise
they would escape and destroy other neighboring crops (Wessels, 1997). This cycle of
overgrazing and soil erosion was repeated again in Allegany County: new settlers arrived,
cut trees down, burned the stumps, put up fences, grazed the land, croded the soil, and
then left. Allegany soil was rocky and hard to 1ill; after the land was destroyed, farming
was cven harder for the pioneer during the mid-1800’s in Alfred (Phelan, 1976). A
photograph, taken on the south end of Pine Hill during the late 18007s (sce Figure 2),
-;;hows bare land, and rough fencing containing pastureland. There is a small girl in the
picture, which makes the fencing look to be about 4 {eet tall. Although dairying was a
main industry in the Alfred area, the former president’s wife, Abigail Allen mentioned
that sheep from a neighboring farm had wandered to the University during the late 1800°s
to nibble on their newly planted pines. Shcep farms must have existed on some part of
Pine Hill,

Alfred farmers found that the soil was not [ertile enough to grow wheat, therefore,

county farmers established dairy farms and raised cattle (Strong, 1995). Ash production,



. Figure 2¢ Late 1800%s, Taken from
South End. of Pine Hill ‘
- Photograph Courtesy of Alfred University
Archives, Hervick Memorial Library

as mentioned carlier, was what initially financed Alfred settlers, but soon cheese, sugar

and lumber were sold and traded in wmarkets in Bath and the Genesee Valley in exchange
for wheat and other household neeessities (Clawson, 1926).

Cheese-making became a huge ndustry in Alfred. Many members of the
community opened cheese-box factories 1o construct wooden boxes [or shipping. By the
late 1800’s the operating cheese factories that existed in Alfred were the Allegany County
Cheese Factory, Wm. C. Burdiek and Company, East Valley, McHenry Valley, tive
Corners, Pleasant Valley, and the Home Cheese Factory of Alfred Station. Historical
photographs show that Alfred land was used as grazing pasture (o aid in the production of

thesc dairy products (Clawson, 1926).



The arrival of the Erie Railroad in 1857 brought economic change to the Alfred
area. The railroad ran along the eastern back-side of Pine Hill (see Figure 3) and al that
timie, even more trees on the hill were removed to be sold in far away markets, and to
clear space for farmland. Construction of the Erie railroad was what fostered economie
growth in Allegany county. Forests were cleared at a rapid pace so the timber could be
shipped and sold. Seitlers had not expected the railroads to be more efficient than the
cxisting infrastructure of canals. Yet, they soon found that the railroads could ran ten
months out of the ycar, as opposed to canals, which only worked five months of the year.
The accessibility of the county to the railroad and the need for farmers fo make money

helped change the face of Allegany County (History of Allegany County, 1879).
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The removal of additional trecs may have heen due to the proximity of the ratlroad 1o the
hill. This 1s shown i pictures of the south side of the hill (see Figures 4,5). The face of
Pine Hill was affected by the railroad, but what really changed the land of Pine Hill was

the foundation of Alfred Academy.

Figure 4: Alfred University Campus, 1868, Showing _ ;
Pine Hill Deforestation
FPhotograph Courtesy of Alfred University Arehives: Herrick & 4
Memorial Litwary S

i1



DEVELOPMENT GF PINE HILL
Pine Hill is located within four lots in Alfred; 14, 15, 23, 24, (see Figure 3) yel
records of the early settiements do not specifically mention Pine Hill. History books refer
to Tip-Top, Five Corners, and Jericho Hill, yet not Pine Hill {see Figure 6). 1t was nol
specifically mentioned until the expansion of the Alfred Academy and land exchanges

were made.

Figure 6: Current Map of Alfred Sowrce: www.ropozone.com

Development of the budding Alfred Academy played an integral role in the
changing face of Pinc Hill. Tn 1824, landowner Maxson Green bought 100 acres from the
Gorhamn and Phelps Land Company, on the South side of Great Lot 14 whosc border ran
up Pine Hill (sec Figure 7). Loecking towards the cast, standing on Main Street, one
would sce grain {ields and mcadows, separated by the creck, and beyond the farmland,
virgin forest (Norwood, 1957). In 1842, Maxson Green donated some land on the west
stde of Main Strect, between Mill, Church and West University sireets, to development of

the Academy (Norwood, "Evolution,” date unknown).

12



Lot 14

Approximate Location
of Maxson Green’s
Purchase of 100 acres

Figure 7: Alfred Map 1869,

Maxsen Green’s Porchiase
Sowrce: Historv of Alfred NY 1990

As the enroliment increased to 400 students, the small academy Tocated on the

western side of Alfred, (see Figure 8) was looking for a mew home.

Figure 8: Old Academy Lot on Western side of Alfred
£
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Source: Jokn Nelson Norwood,
“Evglution of the AU Early Campus”



During Seplember ol 1845, William €. Kenyon and lra Sayles decided to buy
about six and a half acres along the north end of the 100-acre-lot owned by Maxson
Green (see Figure 9). This lot extended up Pine Hill to an east-line above the present
Stemheim. Here, North, Middle and South halls were built, as lhe young academy carved

Figure 9: Early Land Acquisitions

Source: Norwood “Evelution of the AU Early
Campis ™
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its way into the dense hillside. Construction of the new buildings was difficull due to the
amount of natural springs softening the soil above the hardpan on Pine Hill {(which may
also account for the muddy nature of the Pine Hill trails today) (Allen, 1894). On May 1,
1846, the remaining cighty acres of Green's original purchase was deeded 1o Kenyon.
This land cut slightly into lot 15, located on the lower part of Pine Hill, and backed up to
Elijah Lewis® land (sce Figure 9). Lewis’ farmhouse was located on the cast side of Pine

Hill, at the top of the current Sibley Road (see Figure 10) (Norwood, "Evelution,” date

unknown).

Figure 10: Current Map of Alfred: Sibley Road
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Aftor s land was purchased, the famous “compact” was formed which helped build the
strengih of the Academy, The compact, formed on July 4, 1849, was initiated by William
Kenyon and Ira Sayles becausc they were looking (o increasc the management
1'esp0r;sibility of the Academy. The compact included five faculty members; Jonathan

;

Alicn, Darius R, Ford, James Marvin, Darwin E. Maxson and Daniel D. Pickett. One of



lhe expectations of the compact was for the members to help work on the University farm
{(Norwood, 1957). This farm was part of the experimenial agriculiure program here ai
Alfred, and may have been part of the farm formerly owned by Maxson Green. The exact
location of this farm is uncerlain., A photograph taken from Pine Hill shows crops
growing on Pine Hill, which may be parl of the land that was tilled behind the “white
house,” in other photographs,

Once the Academy owned these 100 acres, just enough timber was cut (o
construct new buildings. Chapel Hall (currently Alumni Hally was the next addition to
Pine Hill. On Junc 24, 1851, the cornerstone for Chapel Hall was placed, under the
direction of Maxson Stillman, Jr. Since transporfation of pine logs was so difficult, the
hoards for this immense structure may have come from Pine Hill, as “the massive timbers
were hewn oul of the surrounding forests” (Norwood, 1957; 24). Construction of the hall
was an enormous undertaking for the builders. Encouragement was often necded by
Stillman as he cried out o the workers, "It can be done, all together, boys, yo, heavo!"
{(qtd. in Norwood, 1957; 57). The weather vanc that rests atop the building was a design
%}Sf I3.R. Ford and also fashioned owt of a twelve-foo! pine fence rail (Norwood, 1957).

H was also at this Ume, when the University was just established, thal many
students wers looking for part-ime work to help raise {uition money. These students
were hived as farmhands to help chop wood and clear the trees in the arca (Strong, 1995).
Pictures of Pine Hill from this time, show what may be the results of these youny scholar-
laborers. Unusually enough, with the removal of old growth pines in the area, as

mentioned earlier, there were a distinet few that were left atop Pine Hill. These pines

16



have shown up in several artist renderings and photographs. These may be (he reason for
the name "Pine Hill" (see Figure 11).
As the campus developed, residents in the Alfred area look advantage of the

opportunitics the Academy had to offer. Pine Hill functioned as a shorteut to Alfred

Figure 11: Artist Rendering of AU Campus,
1868 Source: Norwood, Fiat Lux: The Story of Alfred
{niversity

iy W i

Center. Those who lived in Lanpheéé Yaéile)}, which is‘éhc current Raiirmzi \;Valley,
traveled over the hill using a pathway, which is believed to be the current Sibley Road
{seen in Figure 10). This road ran through property owned by Elijah Lewis who had a
farm built circa 1830-1840. This property joined up with the University property, so il
;fas casy for fravelers to take advartage of this pathway. This path would take travelers
over the hi;;jl to approximately where the current Steinheim and Carillon are located
(Palmiter, pers. comm.). Maria Langworthy Whitford, who fived on a farm located on
Tip-Top, in Lanphear Valley, may have utilized this trail. Maria Langworthy Whitford
kept a diary from 1857-1861 and described the grueling, daily life as a farmer in carly
Alfred. In her diary she mentioned going "over the hill” to attend church and singing
school at the Academy. Her transportation consisted mamly of a sleigh in the winterlime,

a horse when the weather was pleasant, or often on foot. Church activities were often

neglected due o heavy rainstorms, as the pathway would become muddy and slippery,

17



making travel difficult, Maria and her husband Samuel would travel over the hill several
times a week since Alfred Center was their main place of business. They would sell
apples, cherries and other ttems from their farm, Maria's Unele, Allred Lewis, also lived
over on Vandermark Road (near Five Corners), and she would often speak of going to
visil him (Phelan, 1976). Besides the current Sibley Road, however, there is no evidence
today ol this pathway on Pine Hill. The abandonment of this trail may have been due t©
the reforestation of the hillside, or to the invention of the automobile, making the trail
obsolete. Other pathways existed that lead to Lanphear Valley. There was another that
came over the hill to the current Theta Theta Chi sorority house, while pictures show
another that ran up behind Alumni Hall, which 1s the current Ford Street.

After eight years of the Academy existing on the hillside, the campus was
described as being no betfer than a sheep pasture, as dirt paths and long grasses scparated
the buildings on campus (Strong, 1995), In 1857, the Universily chacler was signed, and
the Academy and University harmoniously existed on the hillside (Norwood, 1957).
Soon however, the hillside was broken up by different purchascs, Jonathan and Abigul
Allen, and William Rogers obtained three acres along with Middle Hall in 1864, and
Witham Kenyon and Jonathan Allen bought University Place {currently Academic Allcy)
{(Norwood, 1957).

It was during this time, in 1867, that Jonathan Allen became president of the
University and changes were made to the grounds and buildings. One spring, Allen hiked
up Pine Hill, and uprooted several small pines, then brought them downto the campus to
be planted during his lunch hour. He planted over 52 trees this way, k;ut unfortunately,

much of his efforts were in vain. Sheep from a farm on the other side of the hill nibbled

18



many of the young trecs to bits. Despite this, Allen persisted; he labored many years afler
that to improve the campus grounds. He encouraged students during chapel services (o
contribute to the cause by fashioning the hillside into a pleasing aimosphere that the
students and alumni would enjoy. During one of his scrmons he commeuted, "You are
planting for the future, and when in after years you rcturn, these trees wull sing to you,
and then musie of your own will be sweeter than any other,” (Allen, 1894; 66). These
chapel talks scemed to instill enthusiasm in the students, because in 1874, there was a
planting bee and students purchased several trees 1o plant across campus. This
established “University Tree Day,” on which plantings oceurred for several years
afterwards (Norwood, 1957). Towards the end of the century, there were still many areas
that had been clearcd, but the plantings by Allen, and flower beds planted by Mrs,
Kenyon (known affectionately as "Frau Kenyon') helped keep a pleasing environment for
the students (Strong, 1995). These plantings show up in carly photographs of Alumni

Hall (see Figure 12) which chronicle the substantial growth of the surviving pines over

the years,

Figure 12: Campus 1878-1880
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Allen attempted to keep in harmony with nature when replanting. Elmis and
evergreens were often planted, becausc the hillside was congenial to their growth (Allen,
1894). Unfortunately, many of these majestic elms that were planted during his
presidency suflered from Dutch clm disease, an exotic [ungal discasc that caused the
demise of American elms in the 1930°s and 1940°s. Only a few stand on campus foday,
behind the Powell Campus Center, as a testament to Allen’s hard work.

The Allen family played a large role in the development of Pine Hill. Their
house, the "white house" {originally Middle Hall), was set up on the hillside, overlooking
the camipus.  President Allen often conducted commencement rehearsals from the porch
of his house, while students would stand in the valley and echo their oratories over the
hills (Norwood, 1957).

The President and his wife were also interested 1n natural history and were avid
collectors of natural arfifacts. Their collection was stored in their home, until space
became so limited that they needed another place to store their treasures. This began the
idea for the Steinheim, a ecrowning landmark of Pine Hill, The building was begun by
Mis Ida F. Kenyon, who wanted to build a small home to the lefi of the "white housc."
However, after the land had been surveyed and the foundation laid, Kenyon abandoned
the idea. Allen decided to purchase the land and the unfinished building from Kenyon,
with the idca of creating a museum for his collection. The outside walls were created
using only rock specimens from the local area within a three-mile radius, consisting of
approximately seven-lo eight-thousand samples. Several hundred native-wood Lypes and

other species collected from Allen’s travels composed the inside structure (Allen, 1894).
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This new burlding was a distinctive addition to the hillside. In 1896, it was turned over
as a gift to the Umversity from Mrs, Allen (Norwood, 1957).

During this time of campus refinenient, the land above the campus was being
utilized for evening get-aways and alftemoon strolls. During the spring teom of 1871,
Mary Emima Darrow, 2 University student, along with her classmales and art professor,
ventured up into Pine Hill for an overnight. She remarked on the beauty of this nll;
"After session one glorious moon light night two ‘brick’ girls with our friendly art
teacher, took blankets and slipped away to spend the night on Pine Hill, Are the pines
there pow? Thetr music lulled us 1o slecp, and the soulful song of a hermit thrush
entranced our morning hours” (Strong, 1995; 383). Pine Hill was also the location of the
first encounter for Bessie Stukey, a new Alfred resident, and her soon-to-be-husband,
Henry Hunting. Bessie had just moved 1o Alfred, because her mother wanted her to be in
a healthy, strong, Seventl Day Baptist environment. [t was just a few days after they had
moved here when Pearl Hunting (Henry’s sister) invited Bessie for a walk after Sabbath
school. Pearl brought along her bmfﬁér Henry, one who had actually caught Bessie™s eye
é;lfiier at the grocery store. So, they went off on a walk, past the Stcinheim up into Pine
Hill and this was the first meeting of Bessie and Henry (Stukey, date unknown). On
September 25, 1900, they were married (Mrs. Henry Hunting, 1947),

It is uncertain whether there were cver any buildings on the upper side of Pine
Hill. There are no records of man-made structures on any lax maps, and no one has heard
or scen any evidence of structures up there (Hall, 1995). Yet, 2 photograph found shows

two structures located on the University side of Pine Hill (see Figure 13}, This winter
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scene [rom the mid-1800's, shows two small houses or sheds located there. These may

have been structures refated to the Academy Farm, but the relation is debatable.

After speaking with many restdents and historians, there was no information found
regarding the history of these structures. Supposedly, an [talian family previously owned
k-iaxzé on Pine Hill, ncar the present Stcinheim. They intended to build a house, but these
plans {ell through, and there are no written records of this ownership (Palmiter, pers.
conun, ). Local resident Harold Sayder recalls as a child (in the 19307s), finding two
foundations near the current Lambda Chi Alpha fratemity house. There were old beds,
tub remnants and some pipe (Snyder, pers. comm.). There is a small foundation that
remains currently on Pine Hill, yet no others have been located. Tt is constructed with
slate and mortar and may have had a ceramic roof, as there are remnants of tile around the

foundation. None of the current Lambda brothers are aware of foundations uncavered
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when they constructed their house. The aclual use of these two struclures (seen mn Figure
13}, and who owned them, remains unknown.

New improvements were added to the University as time progressed. The
cornerstone of the Brick was laid in Seplember of 1858, to house [emale students. In
1899, as the necd for energy on campus increased, a gas line was brought over Pine Hill,
to support the Brick, Gothic and Academy Halls (Norwood, 1957}, In 1903, there was a
change to the University thal was counted by many as an extreme loss. Under the
presidency of Boothe C. ﬂzwis, the prized "sentingl pines,” growing on the crown of Pine
Hill, were cut down for lumber. These were mentioned oflen in diarics, depicted in arlist
renderings and included in the University's alma mater song, which was written in {900,
Lloyd R. Watson, a current student (and the future inventor of the artificial insemination
of honey bees) wrote an arlicle to the Alfred Umversity monthly, mouming the loss of
these prized pines;

" Must you go?..Must the pines which have for two hundred years so gallantly

kept their vigil over (he little valley of Alfred go the way of other pines? You are

dear lo the heart of every true son and daughter of Alfred, and a subtle,
indescribable tugging at cach heart will take place when 1t is announced that Pine

Hill has been robbed of her crown, her glorious old pines. Often when wearied by

books 1 have retreated to your dominion, old friends. T have sat under your

beneficient shade and meditated upon your maker and mine... | pity the soul who,
having lived and worked and played at the foot at Pine Hill, has never lifled his
face toward you and taken new inspiration from your sturdy example” (Watson,

i903; 1523,

Alumni also benefited from Pine Hill. This was cspecially true with the class of
1915, During the summer they returned, and after an "out of town feed,” they hiked up
Pine Hill for continued celebration with a campfire, songs, hot dogs, marshmallows,

lemonade and apple pies. The class of 1918 also contributed to the ceremonial use ol

Pine Hill, through a series of "moving up" rituals, involving loud music, outrageous
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costumes and a cap burning ceremony with a picnic feast, welcoming the freshmen into
their new sophomore rank (Norwood, 1957).

The comnyitment to the campus beautification extended beyond the efforts of
Jonathan Allen. In the 1930's, four female members of the University Board of Trustees,
Mrs. William L. Ames, Mrs, Harry Bradley, Mrs. Shirley Brown, and Miss Florence
Hatelh, decided that they wanted fo plant trees on the unused parts on campus. Thousands
of Red pine and Norway spruce wete planted with the help of willing students (Norwood,
1957}, The possible locations of these plantings are pointed out in Figurc 14. This
rcforesting of the campus also eliminated 2 road that once ran across the top of Pine Hill
(Hall, 1995).

south Hall, named after the previons South Hall on the University campus, which
burned in 1858, was an elementary school located on Park Strect. Harold Snyder
attended this school in the late 1930°s. He recalls his days as an elementary school
student there. During reeess time, he would venture up to Pine Hill with his friends and
play “king of the mountain™ and cxplore the woods up there. He recalls that one year, his
;;as%uir told them to head up to Pine Hill and cut g Christmas tree for the classroom.
Barely large encugh fo carry the free down themselves, they eagerly ran up the hill, with
hatchet in hand, to cut down a tree for the class to enjoy (Snvder, pers. comm. ).

Pine Hill has also been used for various sporis activities on campus. Pat Perry, a
local resident who lives at the top of Sibley road, recalls a track that used to run along the
crest of the hill (Perry, pers. comm.), Skicrs have practiced among the pines, as well as

University track stars such as Harold Snyder and Lester Goble (Norwood, 1957).
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During the 19507s, a development of new houses was constructed on the south

side of Pine Hill. Residenis who live in this new developmment recall times spent in the

Figure 14: Acrial Photograph: Locations of Pine Plantings by
Trustees in 1930 {enclosed by white boxes )
Saurce: Furm Service, Belmont, photo taken 1995
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remaining woods on this side of Pine Hill. Pamcla Scoficld Creswell, who now hives on
2 Nevins Drive, recalls the summers spent on Pine Hill in an essay printed in the book,

The History of Alfred, New York, complied in 1990, “Our house is at 2 Nevins Drive

now, bt there was no sireet name then-just a dir road that curved around, came past the
housc and dwindled out in front of the water tank at the bottom of Pine HillL” She speaks
of picking blackberries by the bushel up on Pine Hill and camping out in the woods under
the pines (Alfred, 1990; 173). Memorics such as these were savored by Alfred residents.
It remains 1o be scen whether Pine Hill will be further developed. Within the past
few decades, the development of Pine Hill has been a major fopic within University
Annual Reports. Spcarheading the 1dea for development was the construction of
Fraternity Road, finished in approximalely 1965, The completion of this road was
supposcd to be first step to begin construction of Fratermity Row, that would sit on the
slope of Pine Hill. Complications arose with the construction of Fraternity Road, when
the construction company was struggling with the steep grade that the road was (o be
on Pine Hill. Plans were for the Pln Epsilon Pi and Tau Delta Phi fratermities (which do
not exist today) 10 have new houses constructed by 1967, along with cleared land
avatlable for other fratemnities to build upon (Untversity, 1964). There had also been
plans for practice ficlds located up on Pine Hill, and the construction of these fields had
already begun, when a 1966 article in the Fiat Lax mentioned that the (raternity houses
were (o be built on the new ficlds. Later on in the year, construciion was delayed due to
the scarcity of waler supply 1o the new buildings. The University could not pump cnough

water up to the new houses, due o their elevalion, Adminisirators were trying (o buy



land south of the observatory where the current water tank 1s located, so they could utilize
the water from this tank (Fralermty, 1966). It was around this time in November 1966,
when the Observalory (now Stull) was completed on the south side of Pine Hill. The
plans for the Fraternity houscs that were so vigorously proposed, somehow fell through.
Today, the location of the observatory is a great concern when considering development
of Pine Hill and especially installation of lighting systems on campus. The completion of
the observatory may have been a factor in the dissolution of the 1967 plan for Fraternity
Row,

Other complications occurred with Fraternity Road in 1908, when the University
realized that they had built part of the road on property that belonged to the State
University of New York, Agricultural and Technical School. The land was a small
triangular size, located along the castern boundary of lot 15, E.K. Lebohner, the treasurer
of the Alfred University at the time, wrote a letter (o the Director of Engincering at Alfred
State, in February of 1968. He mentioned the land, commenting that the part was, “a
hillside property with approximately thirly percent grade, wooded and of no value to
ényone except that it would straighten out the property line" {Archives, Greck Row).
Soon after this leticr was written, the State University deeded the land to Alfred
University and the propertly line was indeed, straightened out.

It is unclear why the earlior plans for Fraternity Row fell through, but plans and
environmental impact stalements assembled in 1993, 1995 and 1997 demonstrate the
University’s continued interest in developing Pine Hill. Current President Edward Coll,

has had surveyors examine the land, and has asked students to prepare reports on the

feasibihity of developing Pine Hill. The disturbance of the natural environment, the {rail
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system, and interference with the observatory’s study of the night sky, have all been
specific concerns with the development of Pine Hill, especially since it has been such an
important place for many past and present Alfred students, faculty and residents.

There is an extensive trail system on Pine Hill that was opened up to the public in
1996. A map created for this projeet, with Global Positioning Systems and a Geographic
information Systerm, is shown in Appendix 1. The trails are within close reach of
students who would like to take a walk, or professors who would like to mtegrate the
resource into their classes. There 1s no need to drive to get there, and once far ¢cnough
inlo the woods, nestled benecath the pine trees, il 18 hard to recognize that the University
exisis below. Classes within Environmental Studies, Biology, Geology, and Art, among
others, are held up on this hill. The following native plants that are protected in New
York State also exist on Pine Hill: Wild Crabapple (Pyrus coronaria), Red and White
Trillium, Christmas, Intermediatc Wood Fern and Lady Fern, American Bittersweet

{Celastrus scandens), Dutchmen’s Breeches and Squirrel Corn (Natural, 1997).

DISCUSSION
11 is important to take the information that has been gathered and fit it together lo
answer the question, what was Pine Hill, and what is it now? The uses of Pine Hill as a
resource has evolved over the past two centurics in different ways. Pine Hill fits the
definition ol a "resource™ according to E.W. Zimmerman, a rescarcher of resources and
industry. He stresses that resources are “dynamic, becoming available to man through a
combination of increased knowledge and expanding technology as well as changing and

individual and societal objectives”™ (Mitchell, 1979; 1-2}. Pine Hill has responded to the
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needs and Ideals of the humans who have interacted with it, and thus been molded into
these idcals. It has evolved as a resource to the Alfred community and served as a
perpetual source of diversion and relaxation.

in the 1800°s Pine Hill was a thruway. The objectives of the society required an
aceess route to the University, (o other farms, 1o the railroad, and to trade in Allied
Center. Footpaths were created to {ulfi!l this need as Ping Hill began its initial step
towards resource evelution. As the trends in management changed with time, Pine Hill
(mainly the south side) was a prime arca to harvest trees that could be sold, burnt for
potash, or used to construct buildings such as Alumni Hall. Since Alfred was not within
clese proximity to a canal, the new technology of the Erie Railway cased the removal of
the pines and sparked economic growih within the area. This ncw addition to Alfred
contributed to the change in managcment of Pine Hill. As time progressed and land was
cleared, Alfred soil was mainly found hospitable to grazing, and the dairy industry
flourished in Alfred, with cheese factories springing up across the town. The slopes of
Pine Hill seemed an optimal spot {or this industry. Fields were cleared on the south side
‘of the hill, and transformed into farmland. Cheese was exported out of the small iown
and Allegany cheese was particularly known for its quality (Clawson, 1926}, Just as the
tand management trends of New England were replicated in Alfred, they repeated agam
as scltlers erept further west. The dairy industry soon took root in Wisconsin, and
clsewhere in the mid-west, and resulted 10 the gradual reduction of dairy farms in Alfred.
These changes were reflected on Pine Hill in the 1930°s, where aenal photographs show
the slow succession of farmiand to forestland, coupled with a replanting trend. Aroind

this tinre nation-wide appropriations for replanting were provided to initiate recovery of
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forests. The Clarke-MeNary Act of 1924 encouraged farmers to extend therr wood-lots,
and the Knutson-Vandenberg Act of 1920 allowed for replanting of trees in national
forests (Richards, 1988). The trustees of Alfred University were likely to have
recognized this national trend when they set funds aside to replant the unused places on
campus.

Since Alfred University’s move (o the north end of Pine Hill in 1846, it co-
evolved with the resource developments, mentioned above, oceurring on the south end.
The side of the hill located directly behind the University was not harvested as much as
the south side, yet it served as a different kind of resource. A small part of Pine Hill
behind the Universily appeared to be farmed as mientioned carlier, yet the bottom part of
the hill was lefl for development of new University buildings and the growth of the
institution. As the Umversity developed, beneath the gaze of the pines, Pine Hiil became
a site for the expansion of young minds. The ‘socictal objective”™ in Alfred at the time,
combined with the firm dedication of the Kenyon “compact,” was the promotion of a fine
{;}iuczztional institulion, which did not allow for the complete exploitation of Pine Hill,
Those who lived on the south end of Pine Hill continued their line of farm work, while
the University peaccfully co-existed on the other end of the hill.

As time progressed, and the dairy industry mmgrated westward, the land on the
south side of Pine Hill that had served as farmland, was sacrificed for the housing
development of the 1950°s. There was a resource demand alter World War 1l due (o the
"baby boorn” and promotion ol the snburban Tifestyle. It was at this time that the housing

development was built on the south side of Pine Hill,
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The presence of the wstitution on the northern end of Pinc Hill contributed to the
inlegration of the hill into the community, which was quite different from any other slope
occeupied solely by private residences. The hill was appreciated by students who studied
beneath its gaze, and realized its recreational usc when professors took them up to camp.
Pine Hill was ncarby to the Seventh Day Baptist chapel, which allowed for walks aficr
Sabbath school. During the 1930°s when South Hall was built on Park Street, children of
thc community would share in the resource of Pine Hill, Tt scems that around that time,
and in the future when the Pine Hill development was built, Pine Hill was a safc place for
parents to allow thicir children lo roam and explore, and establish their connection with
the outdoors. Pamela Creswell Scoficld meniions camping up on the hill behind their
house at night, or picking berries and selling them door to door.

Since the 1960°s as the resource demands of the University changed, further
development of Pine Hill was proposed by constructing new University buildings and
facilitics. In 1996, Pine Hill was realized as a trail system and has remained a slatic
recreational facility, with occasional suggestions for development.

Pine Hill has remained constant as a resource supplying relaxation and recreation.
Zimmerman also stated that, “atiributes of nature arc no more than ‘neutral siufl” until
man is able to perceive their presence, to recognize thete capacily to satisfy human wants”
(Miichell, 1979; 2}. There are very few arcas of land in the nation ioday whose
"presence” has not been “perceived” by humankind. Pine Hill bas been utilized for ifs
resources cver since the settlement of Alfred. Past and present communities have
“perceived the presence” of Pine Hill as a resource, yet not solely on a one-dimensional

plane. [l has been realized on a deeper level, as an emotional resource of diversion and



reminisce. Children have conneeled to these outdoors, adults have recalled the simplicity
of its messages, and professors have taught lessons ol the real world projecied from the
scope of its hill. Pinc Hill has taught and provided on many levels to the Alfred

commnmnity.

CONCLUSION

Currently, the University side of Pine Hill is used by many students for hiking,
biking, and camping, and profcssors hold classes i and around these woods. The south
side 18 home to familics who take advantage of the woods behind thetr houses, alsc an
imporiant part of the hill. Evidently, Pine Hill has been a special place for many. 1 hope
that it will confinue to serve as u place of diversion and refreshiment, despite suggestions
lo develop this hill and its resources.

Research done thus far has only captured a small amount of information that may
exist. Further research into this important part of Alfred’s history would add significantly
to our base of knowledge about Pine Hill. An in-depth natural resource analysis would
{;{}mp]ement this project, providing information to confirm the historical research that has
been done. Trees could be daled, and an under-story vegetation study on Pine Hill could
provide further clucs into the history of its development.

The future evolution of the Pine Hill resourees will be determined by the needs
and desires of the Alfied society, yet it is hopeful that this community may still be able to
“lift its face towards the hill and take new inspiration from its sturdy example.”

Note: A collection of photographs entitled, "Pine Hill: A Photographic Journey,”

is located in Appendix 2.
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The History of
Pine Hill:

A Photographic
Journey

Compiled by: Kristin Sloane
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Photographs Collected from Special
Collections, Herrick Library, Alfred
University, Alfred, NY

Special Thanks to Laurie McFadden
for helping compile these photos and
Dr. Diana Sinton
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