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Alfred University Student Senate President 
Jameson Pownall has been charged March 28 in 
Alfred, N.Y. with petit larceny and has provided 
the Alfred Police with a voluntary statement. 
	 Allegations were made after a roommate sus-

pected Pownall of stealing various prescription 
medications, including Concerta, from him.  
Concerta is used to treat ADHD.
	 When asked to speak on the record about the 
accusations, Pownall has replied, “No comment.”
	 The following is an excerpt of Pownall’s volun-
tary statement given to Sergeant Paul Griffith on 
March 28:
	 “I on multiple occasions have consumed 

Concerta, a prescription medication, from my 
roommate. I did so to stay awake and aid in doing 
homework, studying for tests, and doing projects. 
I am very involved in activities in school, and 
sometimes I do not have the hours in the day to do 
everything.
	 “I don’t want to let the people around me down, 
either my professors or fellow club members. I 
want to achieve in school, I have a good GPA and 

I want to get it higher. I also see the value in the 
activities I am involved with, for my own person-
al development and the people my organizations 
help.
	 “I do realize that what I have been doing is 
wrong, but at the time I saw no other option but 
failure. I took the medication not just for myself, 
but for the people around me, which does seem 
terrible, but I saw no other way.

Student President faces petit larceny charges 
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By Abby Tripp
Staff Writer

Culture, gender and the intersections 
between these two forces were among 
the topics addressed by award-winning 
author Diana Abu-Jaber during her 
March 28 reading at Alfred University’s 
Susan Howell Hall.
	 The reading, part of AU’s observance 
of Women’s History Month, was spon-
sored by the Division of English, the 
Writing Center, the Women’s Leadership 
Center and the National Endowment for 
the Humanities Steering Committee.
	 Abu-Jaber, a Central New Yorker by 
birth, split her childhood between her 
mother’s native U.S. and her father’s 
Jordanian homeland. She earned her 
B.A. from SUNY Oswego and her doc-
torate in English and creative writing 
from SUNY Binghamton. Now a writer-
in-residence at Oregon’s Portland State 
University, she has residences in both 
Portland and Miami.
	 Abu-Jaber said that her experiences 
in the college classroom significantly 
impacted her views of gender. In ten 
years of college and post-graduate 
study, she said, only one of her teachers 
was female.

	 “And that one teacher, by the way, 
was crazy,” she noted.
	 Abu-Jaber said this male domination 
extended to syllabi. 
	 “I discovered that while women are 
regularly asked and expected to read the 
works of men, the reverse is not nec-
essarily true,” she said. “Asking [male 
students] to read the work of women 
writers was like asking them to cross-
dress.”
	 Abu-Jaber said one of her big strug-
gles as a writer has been to promote her-
self and assert ownership of her words 
and work.
	 “It’s always a challenge to be forth-
right, to take credit, to speak up,” she 
said.
	 She suggested that this is a gendered 
problem.
	 “Women have to learn to fight both 
internal and external obstacles to speak-
ing and to declaring authority,” Abu-
Jaber commented.
	 Abu-Jaber also noted, however that 
everyone – male and female alike – par-
ticipates in enforcing the notions of gen-
der that can silence women. 
	 Abu-Jaber acknowledged that she 
is herself guilty, saying that she had 
ordered 2,000 postcards to promote her 
upcoming novel, Origins.

	 “In four months of having these post-
cards, guess how many of these I’ve 
given out? Yeah – six,” she admitted.
	 Abu-Jaber is the author of two nov-
els: her 1993 debut, Arabian Jazz, and 
2003’s Crescent. In 2005 she published 
a memoir, The Language of Baklava. 
She read a selection from this text to 
her Alfred audience.
	 Much of the book focuses on “the 
struggles that I have with my father 
and how much the two of us fight,” she 
explained as she described her multicul-
tural upbringing and her father’s con-
stant threats to send her to live with an 
aunt in Amman if she misbehaved. In 
the excerpt Abu-Jaber read, it was this 
same aunt’s extended visit to New York 
State – and the education she offered 
her teenage niece on feminine wiles and 
pastry arts – that helped bring father and 
daughter together.
	 Abu-Jaber also read an excerpt from 
her latest novel, Origin, scheduled to hit 
bookstores this June.
	 She said the novel, a psychologi-
cal thriller set in and around Syracuse, 
N.Y., is unlike anything she has written 
before. 
	 Abu-Jaber’s Alfred visit marked 
another first, she said, in that it was her 
first public reading from Origin. m

Abu-Jaber advocates acceptance of 
culture and gender 

Relay For Life
Over a hundred Alfred University students showed their support for can-

cer prevention and awareness on Friday, April 13 to Saturday, April 14. 
Students formed teams and took turns walking around the track in Davis 

Gym. The Relay for Life began at 7 p.m. and lasted until 7 a.m. A DJ, a 
live band, laughter and genuine sincerity took place among the friends and 
family that participated in the event.

The Relay For Life is sponsored by the American Cancer Society, which, 
according to its website (www.cancer.org), got its start in the mid-1980s 
through the actions of one man: Dr. Gordy Klatt. He ran for 83 miles in 24 
hours while friends paid to walk or run with him for 30 minutes. From this 
humble beginning, it has evolved into the large organization of today.

Their website states, “Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight event 
designed to celebrate survivorship and raise money for research and pro-
grams of your American Cancer Society. 

“During the event, teams of people gather at schools, fairgrounds, or 
parks and take turns walking or running laps. Each team tries to keep at 
least one team member on the track at all times.”  m

According to Director of Student Activities Dan Napolitano, Terrace St., 
which is usually used to route traffic around the town during Hot Dog Day, 
will not be open to trucks weighing over three tons.  He said that because of 
this, Main St. would likely have to be open to traffic on Hot Dog Day.  He 
added, “The Hot Dog Day Committee and the Village Police are discussing 
other locations for the carnival if trucks cannot be rerouted.”  He said Saxon 

Drive and the Carnegie Hall parking lot are being considered as possibilities.   
m

Hot Dog Day may not take 
place on Main St.
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Embrace Lazy Intelligence
Like most of you, I want 
what everyone wants in col-
lege: to put in minimal effort 
and get out maximum results. 
I want to be less stressed, get 
more sleep and have time to 
focus on the things that are 
important to me.

	 While this may seem impos-
sible, it is within your grasp. 
At a recent conference in 
NYC, I attended a time 
management workshop that 
I thought would be run-of-
the-mill. To my surprise, I 

left the room invigorated, looking at the world from a 
new angle. 
	 Unlike your average “make lists,” “stop procrasti-
nating,” approach, we looked at not just managing our 
time, but truly taking control of our lives by embracing 
a concept called the 80/20 principle.
	 The Pareto principle, also called the 80/20 rule asserts 
that 80 percent of the output results from 20 percent 
of the input. Vilfredo Pareto was an Italian economist 
credited with the discovery of the rule. Over the years 
Pareto, and other theorists found new ways to adapt the 
principle. The principle is now commonly seen as uni-
versal, and can be seen in many aspects of daily life.
	 For example: 80 percent of life’s consequences stem 
from 20 percent of negative behaviors, 80 percent of 
the wealth goes to 20 percent of the population, 80 per-
cent of sales come from 20 percent of the clients (or 
products), 80 percent of your phone calls come from 
20 percent of the numbers in your phone, 80 percent of 
this newspaper is produced by 20 percent of the staff.
	 So, in the grand scheme of things, what does this 
mean? It means that equipped with this knowledge you 
can stop wasting your life by investing your time and 

energy equally, because the truth is, most of it doesn’t 
matter.
	 Stop trying to do more, just do more of the right 
things.
	 In order to achieve a higher level of output, you need 
to put your priorities, in essence your values, in order. 
Ask yourself “What is important to me?”
	 In your life right now do you value love, family, 
wealth, success or adventure? Go ahead, make the list 
right now… what are you waiting for?
	 OK, now that you have your priorities in order, it is 
time to live by them. Every day, all day, you need to 
ask yourself, “Is what I’m doing right now the most 
valuable use of my time?” If the answer is no, then stop 
doing what you’re doing.
	 Does that mean get up in the middle of class and 
leave? Quite frankly, yes. If education is not among 
your top values right now, you are wasting valuable time 
(and money for that matter). 
Assuming that education is important to you, school-
work should be at the top of your list. In order to get the 
maximum grade on a test it is not necessary to spend all 
of your time studying, you simply need to start studying 
better. Study your weak areas or the areas that the test 
will focus the most.
Do not get distracted by the seemingly urgent, but ulti-
mately unimportant tasks around you. In other words, 
stop being slave to your cell phone, stop wasting time 
surfing the web for hours at a time with no discernable 
goal and get your important work done before it’s due.
Try this approach heading into finals. You have more 
time than you can possibly imagine, and I can guarantee 
that you will see results by the end of the semester.
	 Accepting the 80/20 principle cannot only make 
you happier, but more productive as well. Learning 
to embrace lazy intelligence could be the first step to 
changing your life for the better. m
	

 By Karli-Marie 
Reyes

Staff Writer

Donate Your Organs, Damn It
Ah, Spring, the season of giv-
ing. Okay, so it’s not quite time 
to celebrate Christmas in July, 
but I want to get you thinking 
about giving the best gift of all 
– your internal organs. 
	 I mean, it’s the gift of life. 
April is National Organ 
Donation Month, and it has 
come to my attention that a 
disturbingly low percentage of 
the population is a registered 
donor. Why is this? I suspect 
it’s because people are either 
lazy, unaware of the need for 

organs, or have somehow been bamboozled into believ-
ing some of the myths about donation. So please, let 
Dr. Quinn clear the air and give you the facts. 	
17 people die every day waiting for transplants. There 
are over 95,000 people on the official waiting list, and 
approximately 100 more are added each day. It has even 
been estimated that by 2010, 1 in 20 people will need 
an organ or tissue transplant sometime in their life. 
	 Some Americans actually believe that only those 
who are registered donors should be considered eligible 
to receive transplants. Personally, I think that’s a bit 
extreme, but really – why wouldn’t you be an organ 
donor? In some European countries, it is presumed that 
all citizens are organ donors and no registration or con-
sent is needed. I think they might be on to something 
there. You might think your pancreas is pretty cute 
right now, but it’s not going to do you much good when 
you’re dead. 
	 A common misconception is that if you’re a donor 
and you get into an accident, the emergency room doc-

tors won’t work as hard to save your life. This simply 
isn’t true. Nobody even contacts the transplant team 
until you’re pronounced legally dead.
	 Another myth that we young pups sometimes believe 
is that frequent smoking and drinking makes us unfit 
for donation. Well, kids, that’s no excuse because even 
if your lungs and liver aren’t in good shape, your other 
organs such as your intestines, corneas and bones should 
be fine.
	 Last myth - many people think donation will delay or 
interfere with the funeral in some way. That’s also not 
true; it’s a quick medical procedure and won’t inhibit 
you from having an open casket. I realize it’s a tad mor-
bid to think about dying, but let’s be realistic. Accidents 
happen. If I get nailed by a Greyhound on my way to 
GJ’s tomorrow, I want to know that some good is com-
ing from my tragic demise!
	 Becoming a donor is pretty much the easiest thing in 
the world. The next time you have your driver’s license 
renewed, just tell the folks at the DMV to put it on there. 
Or, even easier, in this beautiful age of technology you 
can actually register to be a donor online and print out 
an official card to put in your wallet. 
	 Just Google “how to become an organ donor,” and 
there you go. Lastly, it’s important to talk to your family 
about your intentions because they can ensure that your 
wishes are carried out. 
	 As a final argument, I’d like to add that organ donors 
are just sexier people. Everyone knows that. It could 
very well be the thing that gives you the edge you’ve 
been looking for in the dating world!
	 This Spring I encourage you to become an organ 
donor and to tell your friends to do the same. m	
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I Don’t Want to Grow Up
I woke up one morning a few 
weeks ago and made a shocking 
discovery: I’m an adult now. It’s 
surprising, I know, but true. In 
fact, most of you will probably be 
making the same discovery soon. 
I’m sorry to have to be the one to 
tell you this.
	 As a child, the idea of adult-
hood seems impossibly far away. 
Responsibilities consist of not 
leaving your lunchbox at school 
and finding a good seat on the 
bus. Who wants any more than 
that? I sure didn’t. I still don’t. 

However, I learned this wasn’t exactly my decision.
	 Unfortunately, childhood needs to end somewhere. The 
problem is that no one prepares you for this. I sure never 
thought it would happen this early in my life. I mean, 
I’m only twenty. That’s not even a quarter of a century. 
Isn’t there enough time for adulthood later? I’ve gotten 
so used to my life as a college student, I almost forgot it 
eventually has to end.
	 For me, this realization started when I had to choose 
my classes for next semester. Usually this is a fairly sim-
ple task. I pick out the classes that I need for my major 
and a few that just seem fun. I try not to put too much 
pressure on myself, knowing I still have plenty of other 
semesters to take what I need. This time, however, things 
were different. As I signed onto banner way too early in 
the morning it hit me: next semester is the first semester 
of my senior year!

	 What am I going to do with my life? What have I been 
doing for the past three years? What if I end up living in a 
cardboard box on a sidewalk somewhere? What if I can’t 
even find a cardboard box? Somebody help me!
	 I had that minor freak-out for a good ten minutes. I 
then pretended it never happened and tried very hard to 
avoid the whole matter. This didn’t work at all. For the 
past few weeks I’ve been haunted by the idea of being 
a real life adult. I am going to have to make some very 
important decisions soon, and I can’t really do anything 
to stop that.
	 So, I offer this column to you as a warning. The real 
world will sneak up on you very quickly. One day, after 
all the partying and spending all your parents’ money, 
you too will become an adult. Your childhood dreams of 
never growing up will be crushed.
	 I think, though, it’s about time to put a positive spin 
on this. Yes, I was completely terrified and angry when 
I made the discovery that I’m adult, but there have to be 
some good aspects to the whole situation.
	 I mean adulthood takes up much more of our lives than 
childhood. I don’t really know what these good things are 
yet, but I’m searching. Maybe once I have to leave the 
dream world of college in a year and face my future I’ll 
figure it out. Until then I plan on acting as anti-adult as 
possible.  m
 

 BY JILL BALZANO
A & E Editor

Alfred University has recently learned that the New York Press 
Association (NYPA) has awarded Karli-Marie Reyes, third 
place for her column in the 2006 Better Newspaper Contest 
Competition.
	 This is an honor because the competition for this award was 
fierce and Alfred University was one of 227 newspapers in 
the competition.  Reyes’s award was one of only 487 granted 
during the NYPA’s Spring Convention, which took place from 
March 30 to March 31 of 2007.  It should be noted that all of 
the articles were judged by two different press associations, the 
Oklahoma Press Association as well as the New Jersey Press 
Association.   
	 This is an amazing achievement for both Karli-Marie Reyes 
as well as Alfred University at large. 

By Nathan Weiser
Staff Writer

Fiat Writer Receives 
Prestigious Award
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Q: “What would you do to 

improve the first floor of Ade?”

By Tom Fleming
Copy Editor

April 4, 2007 Senate Meeting
*	In the committee report from the Student Affairs Committee, it 
was announced that Scholes Library is looking for a name for the 
media conference room that will replace Herrick Library’s place in 
Scholes Library.  Additionally, there is now a study area in Scholes 
Library open 24 hours.

*	In the committee report from the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee it was stated that there are requests for a stop sign to 
be placed at the top of the hill where Harder Hall is.  There was 
a general concern for the lack of adequate lighting on campus.  A 
response to these requests is still pending.

*	In new business, Patricia Debertolis announced that organization 
recognition forms must be turned in by May in order to continue 
to be recognized as a club or organization.  An announcement was 
also made that the Strategic Planning Committee has changed its 
name to the Strategic Steering Committee since the committee has 
exceeded its original mandate and needs a new focus.

*	In open forum students expressed concern that Late Night at 
McLane events have not been occurring every Friday.  A sugges-
tion was made that more advertising should be made to promote 
Late Night at McLane more.  Another concern raised was that 
clubs cannot send out mass e-mails when teachers can send them 
to promote classes.  One response to this concern was that some 
mass e-mails can be sent through the dean who has the privileges 
to send mass e-mails.

April 11, 2007 Senate Meeting

*The Senate broke for committees.

*President Jameson announced that John Doherty would be attend-
ing the next meeting to talk about the incident behind Reimer 
Hall.

*In open forum, senators were interested to get more information 
on Davis Gym.

*The big issue that was discussed was whether the prohibition on 
mass e-mails has been the cause of lower attendance at club events.  
While some senators thought that we should simply request to 
get mass e-mailing back, others thought that mass e-mails should 
be limited and restricted as far as how many and for what pur-
poses mass e-mails are sent.  One senator made a suggestion that 
the Senate make a resolution on mass e-mailing.  Another senator 
reminded the Senate that Dr. Atlas and Dr. Singer were present sev-
eral weeks ago discussing the same issue and that they should be 
consulted.  Suggestions for how mass e-mails should be restricted 
included restricting mass e-mails by department or perhaps having 
someone moderate mass e-mails sent by clubs.  A motion was then 
made to create a committee that will possibly work to bring back 
mass e-mails.  The Senate voted Ian Adkins, Phil Feichtner, and 
KC Flynt to the committee.

*	After the committee was formed one senator expressed her disap-
proval of mass e-mailing being discussed on the Senate floor.

No more waking up 
to Imus 

By Laura LaPierre
Staff Writer

I recently read an article that discussed 
complaining and how common it is in 
our culture to grumble about every-
thing. The author even commented on 
how Americans seem to bond over this 
common human characteristic of com-
plaining about everyday events like the 
weather or traffic, and I must admit this 
is true.
	 Alfred students are no different. 
It is pretty common to hear someone 
commenting on the dining hall food or 
whining about many hours of home-
work. Well Alfred complainers, April 
18th is your day to take action.
	 Every two years Alfred University 
students are invited to fill out the 
National College Health Assessment 
from the American College Health 
Association. This survey is a collec-
tion of broad questions, which help 
the administration at AU to understand 
student, in all areas from allergies to 
alcohol.
	 Two years ago, the 23 percent of 
Alfred students who filled out the sur-
vey yielded interesting statistics. This 
survey asks various types of questions, 
but from the data, one is able to com-
pare actual statistics with student’s per-
ception of that same statistic.
	 One main focus of the survey is alco-
hol use and how it affects the lives of 
students: from the statistics of the last 
survey, 17.6 percent of students have 
never used alcohol, while statistically 
students believe that only 2.9 percent 
students of students have never used 
alcohol. On the other extreme, .6 per-
cent of students reported using alcohol 
every day, while the perceived percent-

age is 41.8 percent. 
	 Topics throughout this survey are 
varied: some students reported having 
sleep difficulties, totaling 28.8 percent. 
58 percent of sexually active students 
reported using a condom the last time 
they had sex.
	 Two years later it is once again time 
for students to let their voices be heard 
regarding Alfred University life. Both 
Student Affairs and the Counseling 
and Student Development Center are 
responsible for the advertising for the 
survey and the later data produced.  
	 Norm Pollard, Dean of students has a 
great interest in the student population 
being involved in changes on campus 
and feels that this survey is a way for 
this to happen. “Not only does it tell 
us the most significant health and well-
ness issues for our students, it also lets 
us compare our local data with national 
data.” 
	 This time around, the goal is to get a 
greater amount of students to take the 
time to fill out the survey. Obviously 
this will help to even better recognize 
the desires of AU students. On Apr. 18, 
the website link will be sent via email to 
all student email accounts. By answer-
ing the questions from the ACHA-
NCHA, things could really change in 
our little world of Alfred. “The NCHA 
survey will allow us (the administra-
tion) to effectively respond to students 
needs,” says Dean Pollard.
	 As I see it, we the students can bond 
over complaining about problems at 
Alfred or we can let our voices be heard. 
The survey only takes approximately 
15 minutes to fill out, so why not take 
action to make positive changes? m

Actions make 
changes!

The controversy involving the talk 
show host Don Imus has generated 
talk about racism, censorship, and 
sexism.  
	 On his show, Imus in the Morning, 
when talking about the women’s bas-
ketball championship game, he called 
the Rutgers team a bunch of “nappy-
headed hos.” Apparently, he was try-
ing to make fun of the way the team 
looked in comparison to the Tennessee 
team. In other words, it is like calling 
the team the other n-word. Smooth 
moves, I-man.
	  Let’s look at this comment from 
the team’s perspective: they just lost 
the national championship game after 
a Cinderella run through the bracket. 
Then suddenly, racial and sexual 
slurs are thrown at them through the 
national media. Playing in the national 
championship game, win or lose, is a 
pretty big honor, and the reward is 
apparently a racial epithet for their 
trouble. 
	 The position Imus has set upon the 
women is arguably worse than what 
he said. They are still college students 
after all, and this is not something 
they should deal with when finals are 

near. 
	 The team has accepted his apology, 
but “are in the process of forgiving.” 
	  Interestingly, the team never said 
that they wanted WNBC to fire him: it 
was everybody else. It is one of those 
topics where everyone has their own 
opinion.
	 The arguments over free speech and 
censorship have always been a hot 
topic. How far is the media allowed 
to go when it comes to controversial 
issues or statements? Talk shows and 
news channels had to weigh in on 
what they thought, and most said that 
his comment clearly crosses the line. 
	 The media focused on that one line, 
but the entire conversation was just as 
controversial. Imus carried on a con-
versation with others about the wom-
en’s appearance. This comment threat-
ens the Title IX rulings in conjunction 
with college sports. Men and women 
should have the equal opportunity to 
play, but the ruling doesn’t have a say 
in people’s attitudes towards women’s 
sports. 
	 Do we watch women’s sports more 
for the sex appeal than the thrill of 
competition? m

“An arcade game machines 
like Capcom vs. Marvel.  I 

think that would make money 
for the school.  I would put 

money in!”
Alex Hoang, Freshman

Fine Arts, Performing Arts

“A party area for the night time 
and after parties”

Rochelle Green, Senior 
Child/Clinical Psychology

“Beer vending machines with 
meal swipe availability, a flat 
screen TV, pool tables and a 

cool hang out spot”
Zak Smith, Freshman

Fine Arts

“Stripper poles, exotic danc-
ers, nice couches, tables with 

comfortable seats to eat at, 
recliners, real music, and 

late night Karaoke.”
Jared Patt, Freshman

Criminal Justice

“Colors!  It is really dark 
down there!”

Gustavo Galvan, Freshman
Fine Arts

It was not an easy decision. 
We thought long and hard 
about whether the informa-
tion we have published was 
really the business of the stu-
dent body.  We came to the 
conclusion that this infor-
mation has a huge effect on 
how the student body voices 
themselves and that needs to 
be addressed. The Fiat Lux 
has a responsibility to cover 
important student news, and 
this case meets that criteria.

Student governments, in 
our opinion, are important. 
It is questionable whether 
AU’s student government 
has had much power in re-
cent years. In fact, Student 
Senate Vice President Laura 
Findlay has gone on record 
specifically agreeing with 
Ian Adkins’ statement of 
“Student Senate is a sham.” 

However true this may be, 
we believe it is possible for 
the Student Senate to grow 
more powerful and useful. In 
order for it to do so it needs 
to be ready to take stands on 
important issues and have 
the trust of the student body.

It seems that students still 
have faith in Pownall. It is 
hard to deny that he is work-
ing hard to improve AU. He 
was a catalyst for the merger 
of AUTV and WALF. He 
proposed this merger before 
he was elected and is mak-
ing good on it. From what 
we have seen, Pownall is 
doing a great job and things 
are running more smoothly.

This progress, however, 
could be interrupted. He 
has not been found guilty of 
the charges brought against 
him, and is thus innocent 
until proven otherwise, but 
students need to know what 
is going on. They need 
to know what might hap-
pen in the near future so 
that they can prepare for it.

Alfred is a small place. 
This news will spread no 
matter what the Fiat Lux 
does. A short paraphrase of a 
police log entry has already 
appeared in the Alfred Sun. 
Rumors will spread and they 
could be much more damag-
ing than the truth. Regardless 
of what happens, the story 
will leak. It’s a simple mat-
ter of an honest and unbiased 
disclosure in print as op-
posed to slanderous rumors 
whispered between classes.

We suggest a course of 
honesty with moderation. A 
full disclosure may not be 
necessary, as it is taking the 
private life of someone and 
forcing it too far into the pub-
lic spotlight. A stronger route 
would be to step up to the 
plate, accept responsibility, 
and release the story based 
on fact, and not the terms 
of the rumor mill, churning 
away in the background. m
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Yo Mamma Competition

Thursday, April 19 at 8 p.m. in Nevins Theater

Yo mamma’s so fat…Join Umoja as they host their annual Yo Mamma com-

petition. Stay after this event for Shades’ Lip Syncing competition. Prizes 

will be awarded for this fabulously free entertainment. Come, laugh and 

enjoy a great evening. For more information, visit the Information Desk 

located on the second floor of Powell.

Pine Hill Derby 

Friday, April 20 at 5 p.m. at the Pine Hill Suites 

Start your engines for Hot Dog Day with the annual Pine Hill Derby. 

Watch as engineering students compete for top prizes with their own 

designs. Some cars will impress you while others will leave you laughing. 

The event is free and open to the public.

Ode to the Hot Dog

Saturday, April 21 from noon to 5 p.m. on Main Street

Enjoy all the glory of the Hot Dog in Alfred’s largest community event 

of the year. Browse through the carnival of games and crafters, enjoy 

many tasty dogs, and attend the parade. Other festivities include a hot 

dog launch and Mud Olympics. Don’t forget to top off the glorious day 

with a helping of the Gym Class Heroes in the McLane Parking Lot. All 

proceeds will go toward charity.

Bergren Forum: Current Trends In Higher Education

Thursday, April 26 at 12:10 p.m. in Nevins Theater

Join the Division of Human Studies in welcoming President Charley 

Edmondson to present at the Bergren Forum. He will discuss his views 

of current trends in higher education today, as well as the challenges 

the near future will bring to colleges and universities across the nation. 

This event is free to the public. Bring a bag lunch.

Night of the Living Alfies

Saturday, April 28 at 8 p.m. in Holmes Auditorium

Attend the 13th annual Alfies award show honoring active students on 

campus and their achievements this year. Reminiscent of the Oscars and 

Grammys, awards will be presented and student performers will dance, 

sing and entertain. A reception will be held before at 7 p.m. and RHC and 

APO will host a formal to follow in the Knight Club. Free food and 

music will be provided. This is the biggest event of the year, so don’t miss 

out!

Midnight Breakfast

Tuesday, May 1 from 10:30 p.m. to 12:01 a.m. in Ade Dining Hall

There’s no better way to take a break from cramming for finals than stop-

ping in at this great event. Get your scrambled eggs, french toast sticks 

and bacon served to you by your favorite professors and staff at the semi-

annual event.

Senior Art Shows

Saturday, May 5 at 4 p.m. all over campus and around town

Paintings, sculptures, videos, ceramics, neon…the list goes on. Grab a map 

and explore every corner of Alfred as the senior class art majors show-

case their work for all to see. Great pieces, spectacular artists and free 

food are all present at this can’t miss event! 

Looking Ahead…

BY SILAS ALBRECHT
Editor in Chief

By their powers combined, the executive board merger 
between Alfred University’s AUTV and WALF radio will 
become the next generation of on campus media.
	 The merger will allow WALF to share its fully staffed 
executive board with AUTV.  AUTV currently has three 
executive members.  WALF and AUTV met on Monday 
the 10th to vote on the new constitution, which combined 
the two clubs.  There were approximately 10 WALF exec-
utive members and only 2 AUTV members.
	 The AUTV and WALF merger will not combine the 
budgets of the two clubs.  AUTV receives enough money 
for equipment, although, in comparison to other clubs, it 
does not receive an unusually high amount ($6,972 for the 
2006-2007 school year, $5,717 of which rolled over from 
the previous year).
	 The plans to merge began when new WALF Station 
Manager Benjamin Duffy learned that Student Senate 
President Jameson Pownall desired to help AUTV.
	 Pownall has been working to help the merger happen.  
Pownall says that AUTV “went through a downward spiral 
due to a lack of programming.”  However, he says, it is 
“definitely not circling the drain.”
	 AUTV, according to AUTV station manager Killian 
Burns, was started approximately 10 years ago.  It has 
faced many obstacles since its creation.  However, it 
was relatively well staffed during the fall semester 2005.  
AUTV station manager Killian Burns says “we tried to do 
news and we did.  That’s not even on our radar now.”
	 Burns says the beginning of the spring 2006 semester 
marked a sharp decline of AUTV activity.  The lease ran 
out on their server and it was taken away.  They struggled 
to get a new server.  The executive staff of approximately 
10 consisted of a majority of seniors and these seniors 

became too busy with final exams and projects.  They did 
not have enough time to help AUTV.
	 Since then, AUTV has been plagued with technical 
problems.  This year, the broadcasting computer crashed 
repeatedly and the studio was flooded.  A hard drive crash 
left AUTV transmitting a loud noise and a frozen screen 
with an error message for weeks.  The storage computer, 
“Bad Muthar,” which at one point had 14 working hard 
drives, now has 10.
	 There has however been some success.  The Bill Pullman 
speech provided the motivation to get set up for “live multi-
angle editing and broadcasting” in Holmes Auditorium and 
some student shows such as “What’s Really Good” by 
Nickson Toussaint have been produced.
	 In addition to technical problems there is also a lack 
of student involvement and professional guidance.  While 
Randy Gillette has spent time helping AUTV as its advi-
sor, he also has a full-time job as the Holmes Auditorium 
technician.
	 Burns contrasts AUTV with Ithaca College Television 
and says that ICTV has professionals that help.  They also 
have many more students participating creating over 20 
original shows.  “Their setup is pretty crazy,” Burns says.  
“For one TV show they have 18 people and for our whole 
club we have less than half of that.”
	 It is clear that WALF, which boasts about 80 DJs, is suc-
cessful.  Duffy says “I think part of it is being on the radio 
is a lot easier than being on TV.”  He says that a solution to 
the lack of content on AUTV is to focus on “single-take” 
shows that do not require editing.  A cooking show, for 
example, could be filmed without stopping the recording 
and could be broadcasted with little to no editing.  Duffy 
also mentions the possibility of placing cameras in the 
WALF studios to broadcast radio shows on TV.
	 “There are so many synergies that can work together,” 
says Duffy.  m

AUTV and WALF 
radio slated to merge
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Ok, so our options around here for fine din-
ing are quite limited. So, why not make your 
favorite meals from your favorite restaurants 
and share in the goodness with your friends. 
We only have a few weeks left together, so 
why not make them memorable with great 
food and good conversation.
	 One of my personal favorites is the biscuits 
served at Red Lobster. I hate seafood, but the 
biscuits are to die for and I opt for the chicken 
entrée. Don’t laugh. I’m sure there are others 
here who have done the same.
	 Since the nearest Red Lobster is an hour 
away, I found an amazing remedy that is remi-
niscent of the cheesy biscuit goodness! I was 
so excited. So, whenever I get a hankering for 
those delectable morsels of goodness, I follow 
this quick and easy recipe.

You will need:
•	 2 cups of Bisquick Mix
•	 2/3 cup of milk
•	 ½ cup shredded cheddar cheese
•	 ¼ cup melted butter
•	 ½ teaspoon garlic powder

Mix together the Bisquick, milk and shred-
ded cheddar cheese in a bowl with a spoon 
or fork.
	 Next, drop mixture by heaping spoonfuls 
onto a baking sheet. Bake at 450 degrees for 
eight to ten minutes or until edges are golden 
brown and the center is not doughy.
	 Brush the tops with melted butter and garlic 
mixture. Serve warm.
	 This recipe makes eight to ten biscuits. 
	 For a complete meal, serve biscuits with a 
nice shrimp or chicken alfredo, or spaghetti 
with marinara sauce. m

Cheesy biscuits reminiscent 
of Red Lobster’s

By Ashley Paddock
Staff Writer

people around me, which does seem terrible, but I saw no 
other way.
	 “Sometimes it takes having to write something like this to 
put things in the right perspective. When one goes through 
and looks at my reasons they may not see much reason at 
all. If I could take it all back I would, and I feel that it is 
unfortunate that I can’t.”
	 Pownall won the Student Senate President elections on 
Feb. 28. He defeated incumbent Jessica Henderson with 53 
percent of the votes. Seventeen percent the student body 
voted.
	 His Alfred Village court date was April 11, but Honorable 
Alfred Village Justice Heidi Burdick has informed the Fiat 
Lux that Pownall has hired an attorney and the case will not 
be heard until mid-May.
	 It has been confirmed that an Alfred University school-run 
trial is scheduled. Other than this confirmation, all potential 
Judicial Board members that have been interviewed have 
refused to comment, as is their policy. The date of the trial is 
not known.  Also not known is what he is charged with by 
the University and the punishment he could face.
	 The Student Senate Constitution states that there are three 
reasons why a student president could be impeached. They 
are: (1) “Misrepresentation of the student body.” (2) “Misuse 
of Senate funds.” (3) “Failure to fulfill the duties stated in this 
constitution.” It is unlikely that anything Pownall is alleged 
to have done fall under those categories.
	 According to Student Senate Vice President Laura Findlay, 
Pownall is very motivated to work to improve the school for 
everybody. 
	 “Since I met Jameson I could tell  - because of the way he 
portrayed himself - he wanted things done,” she said.
	  “Assuming he was telling the truth, I think it’s under-
standable that people can lose perspective and make those 
choices,” Findlay said of his statement to the police. If he 
is found guilty, she believes there must be consequences. 
However, she wants him to continue his post as the Student 
Senate President.
	 Double major in Psychology and Philosophy, Ian Adkins, 
who is highly involved in the Student Senate, thinks Pownall 
will still be able to conduct his day-to-day activities as before 
and still trusts him. However, he believes the charges will 

hurt Pownall’s credibility among administrators. 
	 Adkins adds that Student Senate has little power and this 
will not have much of an effect on its capacity to get things 
done. He said, “The Student Senate’s a sham.  We don’t rep-
resent anybody.” 
	 Findlay said, “Student Senate can be used as a toy of the 
administration and we must strive to stop that.”
	 Former Student Senate President Jessica Henderson and 
Advisor to the Student Senate Patricia Debertolis declined 
to comment.

Tom Fleming contributed to this article. m

Student President continued

Photo by Tom Fleming
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911!Help: t’s a Beauty Emergency!!! 
By Sarah Harrison

Managing Editor

The key to every great fashion is having the right foundation with 
which to wear the outfit. That would be the beauty part of the fashion; 
your make-up, hair, and skin. But not always do these portions of 
our routine go according to plan, and actually can be quite disastrous 
given the right scenario; or rather, the right mishap. 
	 Let’s set the scene. It’s the night before your big date. It took you 
months to even build up the courage to say hello, but finally you 
have the date. And you have been looking forward to this night for 
weeks. You bought the perfect flirty top, got your nails done, and even 
washed (as opposed to febreezing) your best going out jeans. And here 
it is, just one night away, the perfect date. 
	 But now, the night before, the worst possible thing happens. You 
look into the mirror and there it is, staring at you like it might as 
well have been in neon lights, a giant zit. And just like that, all your 
preparation is ruined. You can’t possibly let him see you with a crater 
on your face, which means canceling. Or does it?
	 Well not only can disasters like these be remedied, but the remedy 
can most likely be found in the form of an at home product. For 
instance, this zit dilemma’ solution is a little dab of Colgate. That’s 
right, just apply your toothpaste of choice on the zit, go to bed and in 
the morning it should be significantly better. Then when you wake 
up in the morning, add some eye drops to it. The eye drops reduce 
redness. 
	 If it is still ‘noticeable,’ meaning that if you stare hard enough you 
can kind of tell that something is there and no one else will ever notice, 
but you wont be able to leave the house let alone go on the hot date 
without some correction, make-up is the key. To cover the remaining 
zit, first put on your foundation then concealer. The foundation should 
be applied before the concealer in order to keep your look natural.
	 So here are some essential beauty tricks to get you out of any 
jam. 
	 Tried the latest self-tanner and ended up looking more like an 
Oompa-Loompa than the beachy look you were going for? Just 
squeeze some lemon juice on your orangey skin and scrub away that 
bad tan with a washcloth dipped in moisturizer. And for splotchy 
results, wear a tinted moisturizer on the extra-orange spot while 
you’re out. And be sure to wear a bronzer if your face fell victim to 
the tanner.
	 Since the weather here in upstate New York, has absolutely failed to 

recognize the fact that Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow, and 
therefore we should be experiencing the pleasures of spring, I’m sure 
we are all suffering from dry winter skin. Well that can be remedied 
by an olive oil wash. Olive oil, used sparingly once in a while on 
your skin will give it that glow that harsh winters destroy. Also, if you 
soak your nails in them, it gives them that shiny top-coat look without 
breaking out the nail polish fumes. But for extremely dry skin, enjoy 
a steam bath, your roommates might not appreciate wit but your skin 
sure will.  
	 Bruised skin typically is an indicator that your body is in need of 
some vitamin K, so at the dining hall grab some bananas.
If you’re looking for an exfoliate try using some coffee grounds next 
time. Just mix them with your face wash in shower. The grounds are 
soft enough not to ruin your skin, but still do the job, and you don’t 
have to run out and buy new exfoliate.
	 For those of us that have a tendency to stay up all night…study-
ing…and wake for that morning class with dark circles under our 
eyes, use tea-bags in the morning to alleviate the darkness.
	 Run out of mascara and now that Wal-Mart is no longer open 24-
hours cant make a late night run to restock? Just rub a small amount 
of Vaseline on your upper lashes and it will give them that glossy full 
look. But don’t add too much or your lashes might get stuck or just 
look greasy.
	 There are plenty of hair mishaps that can also be remedied easily. 
For static hair resist the desire to add more hair spray to control your 
hair. Instead place a dryer sheet on the static pieces and watch as your 
hair settles down. And of course there is the well known and utilized, 
peanut butter to remove gum from your hair. Speaking as a child that 
constantly chewed gum and blew bubbles, I can safely say that not 
only does this work, but that I am very thankful that my mom knew 
it. For dry hair use vegetable oil, it will add moisture to your hair 
quickly. And for oily hair sleep in baby powder, just be sure to wash 
all of it out in the morning. Finally, a solution to the ever-annoying 
problem of the pony-bump. For those not familiar with the vernacular, 
a pony-bump is that huge spot that your hair gets after you take your 
hair down from wearing it in a pony-tail. So how do you get rid of it? 
Spritz your hair with a mist of water. The misting technique works to 
eliminate end of the day flat hair too.
	 As a note on general hair maintenance, use conditioner everyday, 
but shampoo every-other day. Shampoo opens the pours in you hair 
and cleanses them, and conditioner closes those pours. Therefore, by 
only using shampoo every-other day it allows your hair to soak in its 

natural oils and gain shine on the days it isn’t shampooed. 	
Also, for extra moisture deep condition your hair. You can do this 
by showering at night, use both shampoo and conditioner, but don’t 
wash the conditioner out. Instead sleep in conditioner and then rinse 
it out the next morning. But that morning, don’t use shampoo.  
	 Want those Anelina Jolie perfectly plump lips? Use cinnamon oil 
on your lips and watch them plump up.
	 Another scenario that has an easy solution is when in the dining hall 
for lunch and then you have to jet off to class, and notice you have 
a major dragon breath, but you are out of mints and don’t have time 
to run downstairs to the bookstore and buy any mints. Eat an apple 
instead, they neutralize your breath.
	 OMG!!! I broke a nail. The next time you find yourself screaming 
this, replace the broken nail with a piece of a tea bag, maybe one that 
you used earlier that morning to get rid of your dark circles. Put the 
tea bag on the broken section of nail, and paint over it with nail polish 
to build it up. 
	 So are finally OK with the outfit that only took you about 15 tries to 
pull together, and of course you get make-up on it. Since it took you 
long enough to find this ensemble you are very reluctant to search for 
another, but you cannot possible go out with a huge spot of powder 
on your white shirt. Well, don’t go to your closet for this solution or 
even to your laundry supplies, actually head over to the pantry and 
grab a piece of bread. Lightly press the bread onto the make-up spot. 
Viola! The out-fit is saved. The preservatives in the bread take out 
the make-up on your clothes. This might make you think twice about 
eating the bread, but it does work as a make-up remover.  
	 The next time you’re feeling a little bloated, add some caffeine and 
mint into your diet. They are natural anti-inflammatories. Also, reduce 
your salt intake. 
	 Want to whiten your teeth, but don’t have $40 to dole out for crest’s 
latest whitening gimmick. Instead head over to the Uni-Mart and 
spend $3 on strawberries. The pulp of a strawberry had a natural 
whitening agent, so rub them over your teeth to whiten them, plus 
they can double as a snack.  m
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Staff Writer
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STAND UP leaves no one sitting 

Breathing is a necessary function for continuing 
to live. Unfortunately, comedians Scott Blakeman 
and Dean Obeidallah make inhaling kinda hard.
	 The two comedians were brought to Alfred by 
the Hillel Organization in an effort to promote 
awareness of the situation between Palestine and 
Israel. They couldn’t have picked a better pair to 
do it.
	 Their website, http://www.standupforpeace.
com, gives a detailed account of their mission 
and how they got their start. 
	 The show got its start in the year 2002. The two 
men started by performing benefits for “Seeds of 
Peace,” an organization aimed at bringing kids 
of Palestinian and Israeli decent to a common 
ground through a summer camp in Maine.
	 Blakeman and Obeidallah devised their routine 
in an effort to promote understanding. Their show, 
called “Standup for Peace”: The Two Comedian 
Solution to Middle East Peace is devoted to eas-
ing tensions and dissolving stereotypes between 
Arab and Jewish-Americans through comedy.
	 Stepping up to the stage, both men introduced 
themselves and their show to the crowd with 
some background information and some quick 
one-liners. 
	 With that, the show began. A poll of the crowd 
by Obeidallah on national origins showed a 
lovely representation of “all different shades of 
white.” 
	 They demonstrated their skill by developing 
a great rapport with the audience; the AU stu-
dents introduced the concept of Hot Dog Day to 
the duo and brought a smile to Blakeman’s face, 
along with the remark, “wellness and hot-dogs go 
together.”
	 Obeidallah stepped up first, and in no time had 
the crowd rolling. He spoke quickly, jokes rolling 
off his tongue like water. He covered everything: 
going from student-related issues like dating and 
Facebook to general American pastimes, remark-
ing on his confusion with the obsession with 
NASCAR. “It is not even a sport … it’s a human 
gribble wheel. You want to make it a sport, have 
one car going the other direction!”

	  Obeidallah ended strong with a list he kept of 
some of the strangest things that people had ever 
said to him, hoping AU’s students might help him 
to understand the reasons behind certain people’s 
remarks: “Oh, you’re Arab. What a coincidence, 
I love Indian food.” The crowd was just as con-
fused as he was.
	 Blakeman was up next, and allowed the audi-
ence a few minutes to wipe their eyes and catch 
their breath before he came in swinging.
	 With a half smile playing on his face while he 
spoke, Blakeman’s gradual builds to his punch 
lines kept the audience guessing, but never failed 
to have them roaring with laughter.
	 Blakeman played off the crowd, letting 
his humor come from what got the greatest 
response from the audience.  Blakeman talked 
about President Bush in classic style, joking, “He 
spoke at the U.N. … Well, he made sounds at the 
U.N.,” and also picked up on people’s greatest pet 
peeves, like cell phones. “I think this should be 
the rule: If people talk loudly on their cell phone, 
we should be allowed to listen in … and make 
comments.”
	 The crowd gave a hearty round of applause 
to the pair, and audience response was full of 
praise. “It’s a very critical time to bring Jewish 
and Palestinian-American people together,” 
said senior Environmental Studies Major and 
President of Hillel, Joshua Valinsky, “The event 
was very successful at that.”
	 Even visiting guests thought the show was a 
smash hit. Prospective student Max Merimee 
from Field School, Washington, D.C. said, “I 
think it was a great show. I’ve seen them on Axis 
of Evil on Comedy Central. I think it’s a good 
thing bringing in diversity.”
	 Both Dean Obeidallah and Scott Blakeman 
had good things to say about the AU audience. 
Obeidallah said, “It was good that it was not all 
Arab and Jewish students who came.” Blakeman 
was happy for other reasons.  “I’m glad we 
missed the twelve feet of snow,” he said with a 
laugh. m
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BY CRAIG ARNO
Guest Columnist

The process of directing Raíces is one that is inevitably unfor-
gettable. It is one that consumes a large portion of time through 
hours of organization and overseeing of practices, and once so 
much time has been invested into something the experience is 
encoded within you for better or for worse. Fortunately, with 
the success of Raíces the experience was definitely for better.
	 At the end of it all when you see something you had once 
envisioned, something that was nothing more than conceptual 
matter floating around in your head, finally become something 
tangible produced on stage is an amazing feeling—and is well 
worth the stress. 
	 The best part of it all is the family like structure that comes 
about within everyone involved; the closeness with, at times 
complete strangers, that an hour and a half show can create is 
unbelievable and practically indescribable. 
	 Obviously, we all spent more than an hour and a half together, 
but that was our goal - an hour and a half of performing with the 
intent to satisfy others. When seen from outside seems almost 
ridiculous especially if I were to tell how many practices we 
held from 6 p.m. until midnight. However, if you were part of 

it, you know that you appreciate every one of those hours in 
practice and even more so everyone who was at them. 
	 Directing a show like Raíces I will say is not for the weak-
willed or feeble-hearted. The stress can accumulate to moments 
of tears, and the desire to just stop pops up once or twice. When 
you hear the applause and see the dancers on stage the night of 
the performance you again will be brought to tears but tears of 
complete joy - you’ll want to stop going forward because the 
very moment is too precious to want to see it end. 
	 This transformation of sentiments and feelings along with the 
bonds made with the individuals involved make the directing 
process a beautiful one and highly valuable.
	 From our very first practice in the Kenyon-Allen room of 
Powell Campus Center on a Saturday afternoon to our very 
last in the Bartlett lounge on a weekday evening, a slide-show 
of the entire process of constructing this performance can be 
replayed in my head and I hope to never lose those details.
	 From the group prayer backstage before the performance to 
the finale with everyone on-stage with every little detail in-
between is a constant stream in slow motion in my head. There 
is no value that can be placed on such inexhaustible memories 
like these and is why I would recommend anybody with an 
opportunity to direct a production like Raíces.

	 You know your production was a success when those who 
you had asked to be a part of the show that declined resent 
their decision to do so and that those involved, regardless of 
the amount of work it took to make happen, value the entire 
process. Both of which I am happy to relate happened in my 
experience as a director.
	 One reason I feel this occurs is due to the spirit everyone just 
“feels” the night of the performance. This spirit that the danc-
ers put into the performance and spirit the audience exhibits to 
engage in the spectacle, it is alluring and most of all, reward-
ing. 
	 The spirit of Raíces will be one that continues to grow and 
captivate, and as director you feel very connected to the produc-
tion and maintenance of this spirit. Most of all you know that 
once you have been part of this spirit it is one that will be with 
you, always. As I said before, the people, the performance, and 
the memories are all worth having for an eternity - an inevi-
tability when involving yourself so highly in a production as 
outstanding as Raíces. m
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For further information
Current students must register on-line using BannerWeb. (If you have questions about web registration
please contact the Student Service Center at 607-871-2123.) For information concerning registration
deadlines, tuition, payment and housing, please visit the Summer School website at
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• Concentrate on one course without the burden of
a heavy course load

• Complete a full semester course in as little as two
weeks

• Advance your academic standing

• Enjoy the scenic beauty of Alfred during the
warm, sunny summer season

• Get a head start on the fall semester, or lighten
your load in the fall & spring

• Make up a course that you failed during the fall
or spring

• Smaller classes, more individualized attention

• Take graduate courses, or prepare for graduate
study

• Complete a full-year of the language requirement

• Accelerate your degree

Two 6-week sessions are available: (May 14-June 22, June 25-Aug. 3) along with special one, two, three or four-week courses.

Art and Design Courses
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Communications
Dance
Education

Engineering
English
Equestrian
History
Japanese
Mathematics
Political Science

Psychology
Religious Studies
School Psychology
Sociology
Spanish
Theater

Here are some of the best reasons to
register now for AU Summer School:

AlfredUniversity S U M M E R S C H O O L

Summer ClassesSign up for

2007

Raíces Director Craig Arno shares his thoughts

From the Guitar to the Gym Class: A Hero Emerges
The lights shine bright in your eyes, 

your guitar hangs heavy on your shoul-
der, sweat trickles ever so slightly from 
your brow, but you can’t let it distract 
you as you fixate on your fingers to be 
sure you don’t miss a note. You nail the 
solo and the crowd goes wild… You 
rock! 

Nope, it’s not an MTV special perfor-
mance, but to those who attended the 
April 4 Guitar Hero competition in the 
Knight Club, it is a familiar scene.

The competition was a joint venture 
between the Student Activities Board 
(charged with bringing students a wide-
variety of campus events to Alfred Uni-
versity) and the American Marketing 
Association (created to help promote 
other groups and organization both on- 
and off-campus, the organization aids in 
the creation of advertising campaigns 
and marketing research). 

Junior pre-medicine and electronic in-
tegrated arts major and SAB publicity 
co-chair Ali Abdallah enlisted the help 
of junior marketing major and AMA 
president Todd Ford.

“The AMA was very happy to be part 
of this event, and would like to thank 
SAB for approaching us about it,” said 
Ford.

 Ford spearheaded the organization of 
the competition in an effort to help pro-
mote the Hot Dog Day Music Festival 
featuring the Gym Class Heroes.

With the help of his committee, Ford 
decided that the best way to promote 
the Hot Dog Day show and get people 
excited, would be an endeavor that ac-
tively involved students.

Running with the rock star theme, and 
the rising popularity of Guitar Hero, the 

competition seemed like a natural fit.
Guitar Hero is the latest craze in tech-

no game-play. The game is played un-
der the same premise as Dance Dance 

Revolution, except with a guitar. The 
crazy dancing is optional. Contenders 
simulate playing music with the aid of a 
guitar controller. Jamming to such rock 
classics as Rush’s “YYZ,” Warrant’s 
“Cherry Pie” and Mötley Crüe’s “Shout 
at the Devil.”

A total of 18 contestants entered the 
tournament, battling it out in one-on-
one, in the single-elimination campaign. 
Winners moved on to the next round. 

Those who lost the quarter finals com-
peted for third and fourth place, and the 
winners moved on to determine the ulti-
mate Guitar Hero champion.

The songs for the competition were 
chosen at random to avoid player bias. 
The final competitors duked it out over 
the almost ten minute Lynyrd Skynyrd 
classic “Freebird,” said to be the most 
challenging song in the game.

The first place winner walked away 
with five free tickets to see the Gym 
Class Heroes and a chance to schmooze 
with the band during Hot Dog Day 
weekend. For a second-place prize, 
the winner received three tickets to the 
show, and the new Gym Class Heroes 
album. Third place was awarded with 
two tickets to see the band.

The event brought many spectators 
out of the woodwork to enjoy the rock-
in’ good time as well as Pizza Factory 
munchies (commonly known as Alex’s 
pizza).

“We felt that the event was a great 
success,” said Ford about the outcome. 
“Hopefully the campus will see more 
SAB/AMA events in the future!” m

by Karli-Marie Reyes
Staff Writer

Photo by Todd Ford
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YOU DESERVE CREDIT
FOR SPENDING THE
SUMMER IN NEW YORK.
GET IT AT BARUCH COLLEGE.

ZICKLIN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS • WEISSMAN SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES • SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

www.baruch.cuny.edu/summer
Registrar@baruch.cuny.edu
call: 866-399-3471

Visiting students begin registering on Monday, April 16.

TUITION
• $250/credit for New York State residents
• $530/credit for out-of-state residents

Housing assistance is available. For more information, call Educational Housing
Services  at 1-800-297-4694 or go to www.studenthousing.org/.

Whether you are picking up credits toward your degree, or exploring 

a new subject, Baruch offers transferable credits at affordable prices, 

taught by award-winning faculty in state-of-the art classrooms.

TWO SESSIONS
• June 4 - July 5
• July 9 - August 16

Welfare doesn’t help single mothers, but a col-
lege education will.

This was the message of Vivyan Adair, Elihu 
Root Peace Fund Associate Professor of Women’s 
Studies and Director of the ACCESS Project at 
Hamilton College, who presented the 12th annual 
Elizabeth Hallenback Riley and Charles P. Riley 
Lecture in Women’s Studies on Apr. 2 in the 
Powell Campus Center’s Knight Club.

Adair’s talk, titled “Poverty, Higher Education, 
and the Politics of Representation,” focused on 
her work with impoverished parents through the 
ACCESS Program. The program was launched by 
Adair at Hamilton College in 1999 and is aimed at 
aiding low-income parents from the central New 
York region.

“[ACCESS] is a demonstration educational, 
social service, and career program that assists 
profoundly low-income parents...in their efforts to 
move from welfare and low-wage work to mean-
ingful and secure career employment through the 
pathway of higher education,” said Adair.

ACCESS gives single parents the means to 
both successfully raise a young family and receive 
a college degree. In addition to educational aid, 
the program also provides a number of services 
aimed at making the lives of its participants a little 
more manageable.

“We offer them many services, like transporta-
tion and childcare,” said Adair.	

Despite being a fairly new program, ACCESS 
has already experienced great success. 90 per-
cent of the program’s first cohort graduated from 
Hamilton with a four-year degree. One third of 
these students have entered a graduate program, 
where they are studying everything from medi-
cine to literature. 

“Our students have survived—indeed, they 
have thrived, at Hamilton College and other sur-
rounding colleges and universities in the Mohawk 
Valley,” said Adair.

Adair can certainly relate to the students of 
ACCESS. She herself was once a single mother 
on welfare. Juggling her duties as both a student 
and mother, Adair was able to successfully com-
plete her undergraduate degree and care for her 
young daughter Heather. She described her time 
at college as the “pivotal event” in her life.

“[In 1986], I enrolled in a community college 
as a welfare recipient and single parent without 
the skills, knowledge, credentials, self-esteem or 
vision necessary to support and nurture my fam-
ily,” said Adair. “In college I was challenged by 
able and patient instructors who encouraged me to 
positively transform my life through the pathway 
of higher education. The process was invigorat-
ing, restorative, and life altering.”

Adair went on to receive a PhD in English from 
the University of Washington in Seattle. She stated 
that her dedicated faculty created exciting, inter-
active exercises and orchestrated intensely chal-
lenging discussions that enabled her to embrace 
a vast range of knowledge.

“Little by little the larger social, creative, polit-
ical and material world exposed itself to me in 

ways that were resonant and urgent, inviting me 
to analyze, negotiate, articulate and reframe sys-
tems, histories, and pathways that had previously 
seemed inaccessible,” said Adair.

Adair recognizes just how huge an impact 
higher education had on her life, as does her 
daughter.

“Higher education is where my life began...and 
my mother’s life, too,” writes the younger Adair. 
“It is safe to say that without an education, neither 
of us would exist as we do today.” 

Adair cited the creation of Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA), which 
was also responsible for instituting Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), as the 
main reason so many women remain trapped in 
the welfare program. She argued that PRWORA 
emphasizes extremely rapid entry into the work-
force, making it almost impossible for people to 
pursue higher education and therefore, higher 
paying jobs. Adair says the programs was aimed 
at the so-called welfare queens, “undeserving 
women” who were mooching off the state.

“Poor women are often stereotyped in this man-
ner,” said Adair. “They are often seen as being 
‘dirty, oversexed, and dangerous.’ These stereo-
types are an attempt to flatten out complexities.”

Adair said that while many politicians are eager 
to stereotype and simplify those who are on wel-
fare, in reality poverty is a complex issue that is 
tied to both gender and race. She believes wel-
fare programs today are designed to bring women 
squarely under control of men in and/or out of 
the workplace. This is why stereotypes, like the 
“welfare queen,” have become so popular and 
widespread.

“[The students of ACCESS] refuse this ico-
nography,” said Adair. “Our goal [is] to replace 
stories that demarginalize us with more positive 
ideas.”

This desire to work against welfare stereo-
types led to the creation of “The Missing Story 
of Ourselves: Poverty and the Promise of Higher 
Education”: a photography exhibit that will 
be on display at Alfred University’s Women’s 
Leadership Center from April 1 through April 30. 
The display is made up of pictures of ACCESS 
students. Each photo is accompanied by a person-
al, complex story about that particular student’s 
own fight against poverty.

“I want to push back by speaking back,” says 
Paulette Brown, one of ACCESS’s success sto-
ries.

Since its creation, ACCESS has morphed into 
a small, but permanent program at Hamilton 
College. Adair hopes that similar programs will 
one day be widespread

“Our program has demonstrated that with hard 
work and adequate support, poor parents are able 
to earn post-secondary educational degrees, gain 
economic security, and become increasingly con-
fident and productive citizens, workers, parents, 
and leaders in their communities,” said Adair. 
m

Col lege 
        ACCESS 
granted to 
     impoverished        	
	   women

BY ABIGAIL GRIFFITH
news editor

Fiat Lux

Alfred State College

S U N Y  C o l l e g e  o f  Te c h n o l o g y

Summer 2007
Special and Internet – 10 Weeks 
May 21 – July 27
Internet – 12 Weeks 
May 21 – August 10
Session A – 3 Weeks 
May 21 – June 8
Session B – 3 Weeks 
July 9-27

Hit the ground r u n n i n g . . .

alfredstate.edu/summer

Call (607) 587-4015 to register today!

Over 40 credit courses offered!

He’s mercilessly mocked NASCAR 
drivers, professional models, and even 
literary theorists. Now, Will Ferrell’s at 
it again and he’s set his sights on the 
world of professional figure skating.

Blades of Glory is admittedly an ut-
terly, unabashedly stupid film. If you’re 
not ok with that, you’re seeing the 
wrong movie. If you are, then you’re in 
for some fun.  

Glory tells the story of two male fig-
ure skaters: self-proclaimed lone wolf 
Chaz Michael Michaels (Ferrell) and 
Olympic darling Jimmy MacElroy (Jon 
Heder). Once arch-rivals, the two are 
forced to team up 
after being banned 
from singles skat-
ing. Together, they 
become the first 
male/male figure 
skating pair and 
fight their way 
to the top again 
with the help of 
MacElroy’s old 
coach (Craig T. 
Nelson).

Blades of Glory 
doesn’t exactly 
force Ferrell or 
Heder to work 
outside their com-
fort zones. Mi-
chaels is like al-
most every other 
Ferrell character: 
slovenly, cocky, 
completely over 
the top, and beyond all reason, endear-
ing.  Heder’s MacElroy is, in essence, 
Napoleon Dynamite on ice. While 
these characters are by no means origi-
nal, it’s their chemistry and downright 
ridiculous skate scenes that make the 
film a comedic masterpiece. 

However, what really made the film 
for me personally, were Amy Poehler 
and Will Arnett’s performances as the 
Van Waldernberg siblings. A brother-
sister skating duo, the Van Walden-
bergs serve as both antagonists to our 
heroes and as symbols for everything 
absurd in the skating world. Whether 
lying about polar bear skin rugs or skat-
ing ludicrous routines inspired by JFK, 
the Van Waldenberg twins succeed in 
stealing every scene their in. Moviego-
ers are more likely to remember this 
outrageous pair than the film’s actual 
headliners.

The skating scenes are the highlight 

of the film by far. Whether you’re 
watching Heder dance about in pea-
cock attire or Will Ferrell power-thrust 
across the ice in pleather, it’s impossi-
ble not to laugh over the antics of these 
“professional skaters.” The routines are 
just bizarre enough to make you crack 
a grin, but realistic enough to make you 
stop and scratch your head from time 
to time.  

The movie’s a great satire, walking 
the fine line between parody and doc-
umentary. There are moments where 
you actually feel like you are watching 
the Winter Games. At least until Ferrell 

lifts his arms 
and shoots 
fire from his 
wristbands in 
celebration.

Then again, 
professional 
figure skat-
ing is pretty 
extreme to 
begin with. 
You have to 
go that extra 
mile to suc-
cessfully sati-
rize the sport, 
and Glory ris-
es to the task 
admirably.

One of the 
few gripes 
I had with 
the film was 
Heder’s ro-

mance with Katie Van Waldenberg 
(Jenna Fischer). While their relation-
ship does provide for some great mo-
ments with the older Van Waldenbergs, 
it’s ultimately a fluffy, too wholesome 
plotline that should have been dropped. 
The only romantic element of the film 
should have been between MacElroy 
and his stalker, played to hilarious per-
fection by Nick Swardson.

If you’re looking for a thinking 
man’s comedy, rent a Woody Allen 
film. Blades of Glory is a mishmash of 
slapstick, one-liners, and Ferrell own 
unique, but always crude, brand of hu-
mor. It’s two hours of solid entertain-
ment that will have you laughing aloud, 
although you may not remember why 
within hours of leaving the theater.  m

Ferrell’s humor 
puts viewers on ice

BY ABIGAIL GRIFFITH
News Editor
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To an outsider looking in on the Alfred 
Women’s Lacrosse team, it may appear that this 
is a rebuilding year. The Alfred women like to 
refer to it as their coming out party. 

“I think we’re doing extremely well for our 
situation. Each game we’re getting better and 
that’s all you can ask for,” explained second 
year Head Coach Samantha Valder.

The situation that she was referring to is 
the roller-coaster of the past two years which 
started in 2005 with their season being cut short 
to last year when they didn’t have a team at all. 
In this second coming of the program, the team 
is divided more evenly with eight freshmen and 
seven senior women, all of whom have become 
leaders on this team. For all of these seniors 
this season means everything.

“It feels really good to be playing again, 
it’s really positive for the team and for the 
future of the program,” said senior Maeghen 
MacDonald, “We just think about going out 
each game and improving and putting our heart 
and soul into the contest.” 

This upbeat attitude from the senior class 
has become contagious within the program, 
as the women stay very positive no matter the 
situation they are placed in. This optimism is 
sure to draw many recruits to the team, in turn 
developing a winning program.

“We already have one win and we’re still 
in the rebuilding process of finding recruits,” 
said Coach Valder. “I think in the near future 
we’re going to surprise a lot of teams in this 
conference.” Those sentiments are shared by 
freshmen attack and first year player Abbey 
Schaffnit. 

“In the beginning there was a lot of help from 
the seniors and my fellow freshmen, pretty 
much everybody has helped me grow,” she 
explained. “I feel like I gain more knowledge 

every game, which hopefully I can pass along 
to future players,” said Schaffnit.

While the interview was taking place Coach 
Valder and Schaffnit were toying with the 
idea of the freshman scoring two goals in a 
game, a giant leap from the young woman who 
had never played a minute of lacrosse before 
college. 

“Our captains Erin Brummer, Molly 
Ambrogi-yason, Ashley Oliver and Jessica 
Dupuis have all done a fantastic job getting this 
team to mesh together and considering we only 
have freshmen and seniors, that’s a feat in and 
of itself,” said Coach Valder.

The coach’s words speak volumes and 
are echoed by MacDonald who explained, 
“There is no hierarchy of age. It’s important 
that we are all playing on the same level and 
our focus remains constant. Our main goal is 
to stay positive, which is really easy with the 
enthusiasm that the girls show each day.”

Positivism seems to be the name of the game 
around the Saxon Women’s Lacrosse team and 
surely will lead to future success within the 
program. 

Don’t let this talk of the future fool you, 
however, this season is about more than just 
rebuilding. These girls are out to prove that 
they’re here to stay and with that victory earlier 
this season it’s apparent that they are not to be 
taken lightly.

“We realize that this is a tough conference 
for all sports, but I can say that we are a much 
improved team already and that we have a lot 
coming in the very near future,” said Coach 
Valder.

With the optimistic air around this year’s 
team, several upsets within the conference may 
be in order. For MacDonald, it’s a breath of 
fresh air that they have their team back.

“I’m just happy that it’s back and that we 
have the opportunity to work really hard to 
prove ourselves in Empire 8.” m

BACK IN ACTION: 
Saxon Women’s Lacrosse

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
JACKIE 

Alfred University Men’s Lacrosse has 
hopes for a winning season, and if they 
win their final games, this team goal will 
become a reality.

Head Coach Jason Lockner pointed out 
that with four wins to their record the team 
has “won more games at the half-way 
mark than in the past two years.” 

Part of the Saxons’ improvement in the 
2007 season can be attributed to Lockner’s 
recruiting efforts, having brought in a solid 
group of transfers and freshmen. Lockner 
is extremely happy with the transfers.

“Andy Haynes leads the offense. He 
is our go-to guy and a huge addition to 
the team. Jarrett Moffitt has also been an 
impact player,” said Lockner. Junior Andy 
Haynes is a transfer from Alfred State Col-
lege and Senior Jarett Moffitt is a transfer 
from Hobart College. 

From the class of 2011, Lockner cited 
Freshmen Mike Russo and Kevin Foun-
tain as having made an immediate impact. 
“Russo has some points and is an offensive 
threat, and Fountain’s athleticism allows 
him to be good at any position,” said 
Lockner. 

Although the Saxons are experiencing 
more success than in the past two seasons, 
competition within the Empire 8 is fierce. 
Conference opponents RIT, Nazareth 
and Ithaca are ranked second, seventh 
and eleventh in the nation for Division 3, 
respectively. 

In order to be competitive, Lockner 

stresses the importance of the Saxons go-
ing into games with the attitude of play-
ing all four quarters. This, however, has 
proved to be somewhat of a challenge.

“The hardest thing for the team to do 
this year has been to come ready to play. 
There were several games that we just 
were not mentally prepared for, and as a 
result we lost games we should have won,” 
said Junior attack Ben Coburn. 

Coburn remains positive that they can 
overcome this obstacle for the remainder 
of the season. “I have little doubt we will 
win out the rest of the year. We want the 
seniors to end their careers with a winning 
record and that is what we will give them,” 
said Coburn. 

 Senior defender Mike McCarthy is also 
looking forward to ending the season on 
a three-game winning streak. McCarthy 
believes having a winning season, “will 
pave the way for next year.” One thing the 
Saxons need to work on to ensure this is, 
“taking care of the ball as a team,” said 
McCarthy.

According to Lockner, “Our defense is 
solid and our offense just needs to start 
clicking, which it did against Morrisville. 
They work hard and just need some fine 
tuning.” 

With three games remaining, here’s 
hoping the Saxons can continue to come 
together and pull off a winning season. 
The Saxons last home game is April 24 at 
4 p.m. against conference foe Elmira.  m

Saxon Lacrosse Has 
Hopes to Finish Strong

BY Erin Brummer
 staff writer

Photo by Shaun Latulippe

This is a very special 
week in the world of sports, 
not only for African-
Americans, but also for the 
world, as we know it today. 
On April 15, it will be the 
60th anniversary of Jackie 
Robinson’s first game as a 
Brooklyn Dodger and the 
first game ever played by 
an African American in 
Major League Baseball. 

	Anyone who knows 
anything about sports has 
heard the recounted stories 

of Jackie’s struggle with racism and prejudice in “a 
time when things were much different.” He heard 
every racial slur you could possibly imagine, and that 
was just when he walked up to the plate.	

He also received countless death threats and letters 
of malice, yet he sacrificed it all for more than just 
the game of baseball. He sacrificed ten years of his 
life to take abuse from ignorant, racist heathens to 
make a social impact that resounds the all over the 
world, even today. And all the man wanted was a little 
respect.

Everyone knows about the impact that his sacrifice 
made on the world today, but I often wonder, was it 
all for naught? 

Shortly after their defeat in the championship game 
of the NCAA, the Rutgers Women’s basketball team 
was ruthlessly defamed by Don Imus. His comments, 
which run parallel with the infamous Howard Cosell 
comment, “Look at that monkey run,” made almost 
30 years ago, shows that we really have not taken 
a huge step forward in regards to racial tension and 
prejudice. 

Don Imus should not only be fired from his job, his 
ranch should be shut down and he should never be 
allowed near any airwave ever again. The sad part is 
this could have all been avoided. Imus has a history of 

making inappropriate racial comments such as calling 
moderator and managing editor of the PBS TV show 
Washington Week, Gwen Ifill, “a cleaning lady” and 
referring to Middle Eastern people as “rag-heads.” 

Mr. Imus has so disgraced this week of racial sanc-
tity that he has overshadowed the great sacrifice Jackie 
Robinson gave to our culture. All of the apologizing 
in the world can’t take back the racist filth that flowed 
from his ever-ignorant mouth. 

On April 15, the Los Angeles Dodgers will all 
sport number 42 jerseys in honor of the late Jackie 
Robinson. The irony is that there will probably only 
be three African-American ballplayers that will see 
the field that afternoon.  

The year that Jackie Robinson retired, the league 
consisted of over 20 percent African Americans. 
Contrast that with today, when there are under nine 
percent, and one has to wonder whether Jackie would 
feel that it was all for nothing.

Prejudice is still alive in the world today; it just 
seems to take on different forms than the blatant rac-
ism of 60 years ago. Whether it’s John Rocker pro-
claiming that everyone in New York City has the HIV 
virus or Don Imus making completely unacceptable 
remarks about the Rutgers women’s basketball pro-
gram, prejudice exists on a new platform in this new 
age. 

Have you ever noticed that broadcasters tend to 
refer to some players as “animals” and other players 
as “cerebral players?” This underlying racial tension 
shows up in the words that color commentators use 
daily in their style of commentating. It all stems from 
the same place, but appears in different forms. 

I’m not saying put an end to all sports commentary, 
I wouldn’t want to make a game that bleak. I’m saying 
as a people we should challenge the things that come 
out of people’s mouths and not stand for racial intoler-
ance and prejudice. After all, it is the anniversary of 
the first time some one stood up for racial equality in 
the sports world.

Happy Anniversary, Jackie Robinson. m

 
By jon 

wordingham
Sports Editor


