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_ By IRWIN BERLIN
Prior to his lecture’'hereat Alfred last Wednesdaythe only
acquaintancd had with IsaacBashevisSingerwasthe childhood
readingof Gimpel the Fool somefive yearsago.While | vaguely
racaled the folktale, | did not know anything at all about its

Author.

In recent weeks | have had
the pleasure of rediscovering
the wit of the "most brilliant
living representative of the

"Yiddish language in prose,"
especially through the books
[In My Father'sCourt and The
' Manor.

Singer was well received at
the lecture, which concerned
itself with the Ka'bbala,the re-
lationship between this Jew-

, ish  mysticism and modern
man.

The speven-way for the mon*

- part read from a prepared
script. and although one read.
ly grasped the warmth of the

-"speaker, Singer did not really

. come alive until the question
and answer period. As if fre o

. from the bonds of his speech,

-q:ger displayed a remarkable
~amount of audience-speaker
‘empathy.
Singer considers himself to
_be a sceptic datinig from his
earliest childhood. It was with
- this doubt fin religious matters
- that he undertook to study the
mysterious Jewish occult.
For all his disbelief in mir-
. acles and the like, he neverthe-
less felt that there had to be
- something to cause the com-

. plexity that we call life. With

subjective questioning. and
“ not expecting to find the truth,

/Binger looked into the Kab-
bala

“t (the Kabbala) is like an
- ocean. If one doesn't swim

Singer made the comparison
between the God of Spinoza

»im it, then one drowns in it.”

\

-

_ and the God of the Kabbala.

‘Teach-instresses the negative

7 By LAURA WEISBRODT
The teach-in held Thursday
in the Campus Center was
supposed to take two ‘hours
to teach interested students
what was going bn at other
universities, what is going on
at Alfred that needs changing
snd what we are going to do

F

Harvey Corn

For Spinoza substancehas no
beginning; the universe is
guided by a God who has nei-
ther pity nor justice. The ad-
vent of a Hitler is viewed as
the eruption of a volcano. But
the God of the Kabbala is in-
finitely just.

If originally there existed'

only a vacuum, then in crea-
tion God had to diminish him-
self. God's creation is there-
fore a part of God.

The earth, Singer said, is
more removed from God than
any other worid. The amercy:
that reaches us is small but
the little that does come is
appreciated.

The Kabbala paints an He-
gelian picture in that there
is an endless struggle with
light and darkness. Evil is then
to be 'seen as only a lack of
goodness, the absence of G..-
light.

There is evolution of man,
but with direction from the
Godhead. Without freedom,
creativity is impossible.

Spinoza’s God sees each pas-
sion as a weakness, but the
God of the Kabbala (and Sing-
er) is emotional. God has both
masculine and feminine char-

Senate reports RO

py NANCY McPHERSON

For those members of the
University truly interested in
“rational dialogue,” it might
be a good idea to attend the
weekly Student Senate meet-
ings.

This week’s meeting provid-

to make these changes happen.
The instructions on other
universities’ problems consist-
ted of g talk by Prof. Neuge-
bauer on the riots at Colum-
bia and Columbia’'s Board of
Trustees; a very comprehen-
sive analysis of the riots and
strikes in France last spring,
by Prof. Garner; and a brief
comparison of the problems of
Geneseo and Afred by the
Episcopal chaplain bf Geneseo.
The chaplain’s-talk was the
best in terms of the purpose of
the teachsin, since the two
school have many similarities.
We were told what is wrong
with Alfred in the introdue-
tion and in a talk by John Mec-
Guire. McGuire’s main point
was that the university is a
place to think, not to do. He al-
so purposely used a lot of “ob-
scene” language for shock val-
ue, which didn’t work, since
the words would not, in gen-
eral, disturb the kind of people
who attended.
An example was given of
the student who was fined five

1. B. Singer
acteristics, and divine -eroti-
cism exists.

Copulation is a virtue; love
on earth brings union in the
spheres. Singer spoke of crit-
ics of the Kabbala who thought
the text obscene. Of course,
he retorted, that in the divine
order good and evil are so very
fused that even perversion is
accepted. i

Man cannot ignore his de-
sires, and who is man if not
God’s own image? Therefore,
the portrait of the kingdom of
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ed the framewbrk for the ex-
change of ideas and stimulat-
ing - debate on certain points
—the *pasic criteria for com-
munication which Alfred needs
so badly.

Under old business, sever-
al committee reports indicated

dollars for not making his bed
and was threatened with 'sus-
pension when he refused to
'pay.

Last year’s- demonstrations
were re-revived and rehashed
both by McGuire and other
upperclassmen during an Qp-
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Professor Neugebauer

SINCE 1013

Sonng’

wiil aid Biatran cniidren

. Although the famine situa-
tion in Biafra, Nigeria's sec-
cessionist eastern region, has
ceased to be front page news,
the situation has not been suf-
ficiently relieved to warrant
complacency.

News reports still carry the

information that deaths num--

ber close to 10,000 per day.
UNICEF, United States Cath-
olic Relief Services and the In-
ternational Committee of the
Red Cross have organized for
the collection of funds to help
food ‘and medicine for the Bi-
afrans.

This Sunday there will be no
CPC movie. Rather AWS and
Gold Key are presenting In.
gmar Bergman’s The Virgin
Spring. A minimum donation
of $.50 will be asked at the
door. All proceeds will go to
aid relief programs in Biafra.

On the story level, Academy
Award winning, The Virgin
Spring is concerned with a
father's vengeneance for the
viscous rape and murder of his
young daughter. |

Bergman uses this tale cf
medieval revenge as a spring-
board into those probiems of
faith which preoccupy him in
most of his work. The film de-

TC status

real progress on their prob-
lems. President Randy Payton
reported on his meeting with
Pe . . Miles concerning the
position of compulsory ROTC
on :a:NPUSs.

Compulsory ROTC was in-
stituted on this campus in 1952
at the request of the flaculties,
for the purpose of retaining
students during the Korean
conflict, so that they would be
able to finish their education.

A recent meeting of the Ad-
ministrative Council resulted
in a tentative four-point pro-
posal for revising present com-
pulsory ROTC and paving the
way for its eventual phasing-
out, if that is what the students
desire.

Their recommendations in.
cluded changing the present
two-year program to a one-year
program effective fall, ’69.
The grounds for exemption
from the program will be ex-
panded, so that the incoming
freshmen might even be ex-
empt from the one-year pro-
gram. ROTC will- still be in-
cluded in the grade average.
The final suggestion provides
that the above three proposals
be reviewed after a full aca-
demic year.

A joint meeting of the Ad-
ministrative Council and the
University Faculty Council is
slated to discuss the proposals
and make needed revisions.

President Miles requested
the cooperation of the Senate
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bates through ploi and image
the nature of God.

Film Quarterly describes
The Virgin Spring: ‘*‘as strict-
ly composed as & sonnet, pic.
torially; each image contains,
predicts or recalls every other
image.” This unity or compact.

‘ness of image and idea serves

as a powerful reinforcement
of Bergman’s statement.

The Virgin Spring will be
presented at 8 p.m., Sunday, in
Room 34 of Meyers Hall

Students wanted

for bowl try outs

By ELLEN NOR

Sign-up sheets are now amid
the clutter on the main desk
pf the Center for students
who wish to participate in the
all.campus elimination for the
“Class Bowl.” The bowl will
be conducted in the same man-
ner as the “G.E. College
Bowa‘”

If enough trivia-minded stu-
dents agree to participate, the
activity can be a smashing suc-
cess. Of course, there are those
who will argue that the ques-
tions aren't trivia—not nearly
such gobd trivia as who play-
ed the role of Spin in the
Mickey Mouse Club serial
“Spin and Marty” (even I don’t
remember who played Marty).
anyway—but the questions are
hardly the sort of thought-pro-
vokers one might pose in the
pseudo-intellectual, conversa-
tions that abbund in the Cam-
pus Center cafeteria.

The first match played, after
the elimination process, will
be between the frosh and soph-
omore teams. The second
match will pit the juniors
against the seniors. Finally, the
winners of the first two match-
es will compete for the hon-
or of winning the whole event.

Prizes will be awarded both
to members of the winning

" team and to the team as a

whole.

The teams will be 'announc-
ed upon the completion of the
elimination testing.

The Science Center Lecture
Hall (that funny-looking round
or octagonal building with all
the wasted corridor 'space)
will be christened with the
“Class Bowl.”

Students with minds full of
miscellaneous information
should find such an activity to
their liking. Those with a ple-
thora of class patribtism can
use the opportunity to bring
glory to their class, as lits rep-
resentative. Those with over
fize egos can use the opportu-
nity to bring glory to them-
selves, defeating the -
learned of their colleagues. Fi-
nally, those who are out for

- kicks can try their hand—or

brain——at a new phase of the
human experience.



