
\ Chairman of sociology department dies 
Dr.. Luke M. Smith, profes-

sor and chairman of the de-
partment of sociology at Al-
fred University, died early 
last Thursday, Nov. 7, at his 
home on South Main Street. 
He was 56 years old. 

Dr. Smith joined the Alfred 
sociology department, as chair-
man in 1958. He had begun his 
teaching career at the Uni-
versity of Arizona in 1946, and 
later served at St. Lawrence 
University, Wayne State Uni 
versity, B o s t o n University, 
Sweet Briar College, Mary 
Washington College, Meredith 
College, Jacksonville (Ala.) 
State College and the Univer-

*  sity of Buffalo. 
A native of Easton, Pa., he 

was a graduate of the Univer-
sity of California. He earned 
the Ph.D. degree in sociology 
at Harvard University in 1948. 

The author of numerous pa-
pers 'and articles in his field, 
Dr. Smith was considered an 
authority on migration pat-
terns among blue collar work-
ers. 

In a 1964 book, "Blue Collar 
World; Studies of the Ameri-
can Worker," an article co-
authored by Dr. Smith analyz-
ed plant relocation and work-
er migration in the case of a 
Ford assembly-line move from 
Buffalo to Lorain, Ohio. 

Dr. Smith found that the 
move offered little in the way 
of improved income opportu-
nities. In studying the workers 

who elected to move and those 
who decided to remain behind 
Dr. Smith suggested that "a 
style of life in the new com-
munity which would raise sta-
tus would have attracted the 
socially and economically sub-
stantial workers rather than 
the peripheral ones." 

The marginal workers, Dr. 
Smith indicated, seemed to 
have been pushed into the 
move by virtue of their "weak 
position." 

At the time of his death, 
Dr. Smith was engaged in a so-
ciological study designed to 
measure the effects of the pro-
posed Southern Tier Express-
way on the Steuiben County 
area of New York State. 
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An Alfred colleague, Fred 
Gertz, acting dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts, described 
Dr. Smith as an "excellent 
theoretician and generalist— 
a man who had the uncanny 
ability to see beyond the 
boundaries of a specific prob-
lem to a general condition. 

"He was a fine teacher — 
a wonderful lecturer—like and 
respected by students and " 
low faculty members. 

"He was a man who refused 

to accept mediocrity," said 
G^rtz. "He refused to admit 
that a student was incapable 
of a high level academic 
achievement. He had1 the en-
viable quality of being able 
to bring out the very best in 
his students. On this campuls 
—and in this community—he 
will  be sorely missed." 

Dr. Smith was an early ad-
vocate of systematically apply-
ing computer techniques to the 
study of sociology. He was one 

of the forces behind the devel-
opment of a social research 
technology program at Alfred 
University, a program that 
leans heavily on mathematics 
and computer operations in 
the social sciences. 

He leaves his wife, Winifred 
Gibson Smith, professor of 
nursing at Alfred University's 
School of Nursing. Memorial 
services were held Saturday at 
Crandall and CrankMl Funer-
al Home in Horn ell. 

Students mourn loss of Smith 

\ 
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This school, this community, 
and the entire world of sociol-

!y lost a great man, indeed. 
Dr. Luke Smith, chairman of 
the Sociology Department of 
Alfred, died on Thursday, No-
vember 6, 1968. 

Those who were acquainted 
with Dr. Smith could not help 
but admire his thirst for know-
ledge. It was as though this 
thirst was never satisfied for 
this man not only learned 
from books, but he learned 
from his friends and students. 

Although he had been physi-
cally ill  for a number of years, 
he continued to teach, for he 
loved to teach; he continued 
to write on his sociological 
concepts, fOr he loved sociol-
ogy; and most of all he con-
tinued to stimulate, motivate, 
and guide his students, for he 
loved those who desired to 

learn and question. 
His students were no mere 

numbers on an IBM card , yet, 
were individuals with person-
al feelings, attitudes, and de-
sires. His office and home 
were open to all at any time 
and for any reason. He was 
deeply involved with writing 
various articles and books, but 
his first and main concern was 
his students. He demanded 
that a student perform his 
best, but he also strove to 
give his best. The question 

may arise as to how many 
more of such dedicated, schol-
arly professors remain in this 
complex system of bureaucra-
cy and mass education? 

There is no end to the prais-
es and tribute which we could 
give to Dr. Smith, for he was 
an extraordinary man. Dr. 
Luke M. Smith has died1; may 
his concepts and intellectual 
influence live on! 

Sociology Majors 
Alfred University 

Julian Bond to lecture 
at Ag-Tech Gymnasium 
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Senate discusses SGC 
By NANCY MCPHERSON 
A good portion of last 

week's Student Senate meet-
ing was spent in clearing up 
the misunderstandings that re-
sulted from last week's 

A major topic of discussion 
was a clarification of the back-
ground and purposes of the 
Student Grievance committee. 
The idea of the committee was 
initiated by the Liberal Arts 
faculty a year ago. It was felt 
that students should be able 
to have legitimate complaints 
investigated and remedied. 

Presently, the plan is in a 
"think" stage. Five faculty 
members and five students are 
laying the groundwork for tihe 
committee—they do not make 
up the committee. 

The committee will  be stu-
dent run, after the rules have 
been ratified by the Senate, 
Faculty committee, and ap-
proved by Presidet Miles. 

MuCh debate ensued during 
last week's meeting when It 
was stated' that freshmen will 
not be allowed seats on the 
committee. Reasons for this 
were given: committee mem-

/ bers will  have to have a deep 
understanding of University 
operations. The power of this 
commuittee is such that u. 

could affect the careers of faculty- The five students 
professors. Freshmen h a v e comprising t h e committee; 
little or no familiarity with the t w o liberal artists, one ceram-

(Continued on Page 2) 

Julian Bond, 28-year-o 1 d 
member of the Georgia House 
of Representatives, and a vice 
presidential nominee at the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion, will  speak at the Tech 
gym this Friday at 8 p.m. 

Bond's appearance is being 
sponsored jointly by the Cul-
tural Programs Council of AU 
and the Campus Unifying 
Board of the Tech. 

The speecih will  be followed 
by an informal meeting with 
interested students in the 
lounge of the Tech's new din-
ing hall. 

The program is open to stu-
dents and area residents with-
out charge. 

Bond has been a controver-
sial political figure since 1965 
when he was elected to a seat 

in Georgia's House of Repre-
sentatives. He was not per-
mittee! to take office because 
his fellow - legislators Object-
ed to his statements about the 
war in Vietnam. 

Although the Legislature 
vote to deny him his seat, he 
contested the action and fi-

Concert: study in musical involvement 
By JOHN PERKEL 

There was no one in Aluir 
Hall Thursday night who could 
have said that Martin Berkof-
sky gave anything but a ster-
ling performance. It is rather 

the instrument on which he 
played which fell short of its 
expectations. The entire con-
cert, especially the Brahms So-
nata, became a battle to at-
tempt to elicit sounds that sim-
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Arttot-in-resM«Ke  KeiMsky presents tale*. 

ply could not be produced 
from the dull, weak piano. 
Nevertheless, the performer 
did all physically possible to 
interpret the composer. In 
fact, Mr. Berkofsky so pliaced 
himself into each work that 
one could himself, from the 
audience, feel the music by 
just looking at the performer. 
Showing great concentration, 
sensitivity, and enthusiasm, he 
could do nothing but become 
the music itself. 

Beetoven's piano Sonata in 
F major Ip, 10, No. 2, gave 
Berkofsky a chance to exihibit 
his dexterity in demonstrating 
difficult  hand-crossing passag-
es in the powerful first move-
ment. The second movement is 
sad and it was played with 
deep emotion, but without 
seeming ponderous. 

Perhaps the most exciting 
part of the concert was Anes-
tis Logathetis' Agglomeration, 
obviously a work which can 
never be played the same 
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Julian Band 

nalBy won it by order of the 
United States Supreme Court 
which held that elected offi-
cials have not just a right but 
an obligation to speak out on 
controversial questions. 

At the age of 20 Bond was 
one of the founders of ¡the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Co-ordinating 
Committee (SNCC). He ob-
ject to U.S. "aggression" in 
Vietnam and says our involve 
ment there is senseless. 

FolTuoai experts believe that 
the recent convention project-
ed Bond into a national lead-
ership role that may find him 
playing a prominent part in 
possible rebuilding of the Dem-
ocratic party to make it con-
form to new forces emerging 
in the nation. 


