
AU Libraries’ All Staff Meeting        April 23, 2020 

Zoom ID 99901791581         1:30PM 

 

“I felt like a man who awakens in his own house and finds all the furniture rearranged, so that every 

familiar nook and cranny looks foreign now. Disoriented, he has to reevaluate his surroundings, reorient 

himself.”-quote from The Kite Runner 

 

We are in strange times where we must reorient ourselves to a new way of communicating.  A new way 

of thinking about things.  A new way of doing things.  Executive Council has been meeting and discussing 

ways to adapt to the new climate.  As decisions are made we will be sharing information. 

 

Director’s Update 

Herrick drywall is going up.  Repair work is moving forward.  Inventory of damaged items to submit with 

our insurance claim is being photographed and documented by ServPro.  Anyone who was on-site the 

day of the water loss and may have personal photos of the damage is encouraged to forward them to 

Mechele.  Thank you to all who have assisted with this process. 

 

Questions have arisen as whether staff can access the buildings.  We have been granted permission to 

have one staff member on campus to collect mail.  Dave has been granted permission to collect and sort 

mail and forward the correspondence to the appropriate offices.   

 

Mechele has also been granted permission to access the buildings to be accessible to facilities while 

Herrick is being repaired. 

 

Officially, the buildings on AU campus are closed.  Let Mechele know if you need to be on campus so the 

request can go through proper channels.  The campus needs to keep safe boundaries.  Cooperation is 

appreciated. 

 

Professor Hluchy had asked the libraries for assistance in accessing the documentary entitled Dark 

Waters.  The film is about public contamination of water.  To the surprise of the class, Bill Pullman 

volunteered to Skype with the class, and another taught by Professor Sluyter-Beltrao.  The students 

were delighted to have him share their virtual classroom with them. Kudos to Mechele for her 

innovative thinking that enabled this opportunity.   

 

Public Services 

Public Services has been contacting our student workers.  Asking them how they are doing and if they 

have any concerns.  The following are some of the comments that were made during the conversations: 

 Miss personal interaction with their peers, staff, and faculty; 

 Miss working in the lab; 

 Grateful to hear from Library staff; 

 On-line learning a bit laborious; 

 Concerned about finances; 

 Adjusting to online learning a challenge; 

 Enjoy family time, but would rather have in-person classes; 



 Overall, doing fine since their generation grew up in the “computer age”; 

 Workload is overwhelming; 

 Looking forward to fall. 

 

Some personal concern is with one of our students who is from the state of Tennessee.   Currently, we 

have had no contact.  It is very disconcerting with the news of recent tornado activity in that state.  We 

hope to hear from this student soon. 

 

The College Work-Study students will be receiving the balance of their award.  This is welcoming news 

since some of our students are facing financial difficulty during this time. 

 

It is interesting to note that Zoom was offered to our students as an alternate way of keeping in touch, 

and surprisingly most declined. 

 

Dean’s Update 

It was suggested that the Administration needs to improve communication among the staff.  

Information is not consolidated and is coming from different sources.  Essential communication was also 

addressed during the recent Zoom meeting with President Zupan.  Communication needs to be timely, 

transparent, and information needs to be frequently updated to keep everyone informed of current 

decisions being made. 

 

Brian pointed out that currently there is very little direction of what can be shared and what cannot be 

shared and how to best do it.  Feedback on this issue is encouraged and appreciated. 

 

Let Brian and/or Mechele know if we need more communication within the libraries. 

 

Dave noticed in Alfred Today the “Town Hall” for prospective students and suggested the libraries seize 

the opportunity for student involvement. 

 

Currently, the first summer session will be online only courses.  The second summer session and fall 

semester are still yet to be determined.  Art and lab courses are mainly “hands-on” so right now is too 

premature to make the call.  Input is encouraged on how to prepare for the future. 

 

Our daily emails will continue as a means to keep in touch.  Some themes that have been suggested are 

songs/music from different decades (1960’s, 1970’s, 1980’s, etc.), cities, weather.  Music from different 

decades seem to be popular. 

 

Final Comments 

Marilyn received her baby’s books.  According to Marilyn, Baby Dueno has not yet been named.  She and 

Dennis are waiting to meet him before they decide on his name.  Keep us informed, Marilyn.  We are all 

really excited to meet him too! 

 

Thank all of you for what you do.  We will keep you posted.  We are in this together and will all come out 

together on the other side. 



 

Participant Roll Call – Ellen Bahr, Sherman Clarke, Amanda Criss, Nic Crosby, Samantha Dannick, Marilyn 

Dueno, Laura Habecker, John Hosford,  Laurie Meehan, Debbie Rollins, Mechele Romanchock. Natalie 

Skwarek, Mark Smith, Dave Snyder, Linda Sootheran, Becky Stewart, Brian Sullivan 

 

Meeting Ended 2:30PM 

 

 

 

 


