
AU Librarians Meeting 

12/11/2012   

Present: Ellen Bahr, Steve Crandall, Bev Crowell, Laurie McFadden, Mark Smith, Brian 

Sullivan, Fang Wan 

1) Schedule the meetings for the Spring Semester  

AU Librarians’ meetings in Spring 2013 are scheduled as below: 

1/29, 2pm, Herrick Seminar Room. Secretary: Bev. 

2/26, 2pm, Scholes Conference Room. Secretary: Ellen 

3/26, 2pm, Herrick Seminar Room. Secretary: Fang 

5/14, 2pm, Scholes Conference Room. Secretary: Brian 

2) Discuss the possibility/desirability of purchasing a server specifically for the library 

websites  

The current ITS server has virus attack and other issues. We discussed the possibility of 

having a server that only hosts library related services, such as the libraries websites, 

wordpress blog, Dspace, and etc. However, a full maintenance on the server from the 

libraries is impossible since we do not have long-time tech support in the libraries. We 

need to work with ITS and find a comfortable way to collaborate on this issue. 

3) Update (but not presentation) on AU Libraries Strategic Plan  

Steve and Mark chose a preferred model of short strategic plan from Duke University 

libraries as a reference for us. A long version of strategic plan will need more support 

from the librarians and longer time to finish.  

4) Updates on LibAnswers, Summon 

Fang gave an update on LibAnswers. A side bar widget is applied on the libraries 

websites and the libguides. Brett and Fang are working on integrating the question box 

with the “contact a librarian” webpages on both library websites. The library staffs 

continue uploading their questions. More announcements and promotion plan will be 

made in Spring 2013. 

Ellen gave an update on Summon. We got positive feedbacks from faculties and 

students. A few tech issues have been cleaned up. She and John are working on getting 

ArtStore connected in Summon. All the ebooks are managed in SerialsSolutions 

knowledgebase and removed from the library catalog. The Summon promotion team 



(Ellen, Brian, Brett, Fang, John, Jennifer) is going to meet and develop a plan for 

promoting Summon in Spring 2013. 

5) Middle States Surveys to faculty and Deans have gone out  

Steve and Mark are working on the Middle States Surveys. They encourage all the 

librarians to take the survey. 

6) Faculty Senate Updates  

Laurie gave updates on faculty senate meeting. 

7) Dean’s Council Updates  

Steve gave updates on dean’s council meeting 

8) Other items 

Steve, Mark, and Gary from ITS are contacting the visual identity standards committee 

about rules and standards of building new library websites. 

A few comments and suggestions are made on the AU Libraries Assessment plan. We 

should clarify if the assessment plan is for student learning, who will be the 

administrative leader, and what part of library service is assessed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fang Wan  

 


